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No  higher  tribute  could  be  paid,  no  stronger  recommendation  could  be  given  the  great  Farm-Poultry  books 
here  mentioned,  than  the  fact  that  they  have  been  in  use  at  the  leading  Agricultural  Colleges  and 
Experiment  Stations  in  the  United  States  and  Canada.  This  means — if  it  means  anj'thing — that  the 
foremost  instructors  of  Poultry  Husbandry  in  this  country  and  Canada  have  satisfied  themselves  that  Farm- 
POUltry  books  are  unequalled  in  the  vital  essentials  of  reliability  and  dependabilit3\  It  will  interest  you,  reader, 
to  note  this  list  of  institutions,  the  Professors  of  which,  have  stamped  Farm-Poultry  books  as  the  first  authorities 
on  the  subject  of  proper  poultry  keeping  in  all  its  phases,  and  who  have  admitted  them  as  text  books  for  use 
by  students  in  their  poultr}^  classes.    This  is  the  proof  of  the  "unparalleled  confidence." 


Maine  Agricultural  College  and  Experiment  Station,  Orono,  Me. 


Cornell  University,       .       .       -  - 
Massachusetts  Agricultural  College, 
Ontario  Agricultural  College, 
Purdue  University,       -       .      -  - 
Winona  College,  -      -  - 

University  of  Wisconsin,      -      .  - 


Ithaca,  N.  Y. 
-  Amherst,  Mass. 
Cuelph,  Ont. 
La  Fayette,  Ind. 
Winona  Lake,  Ind. 
Madison,  Wis. 


Connecticut  Agricultural  College, 

R.  1.  Agricultural  and  Experiment  Station, 

Normal  and  Agricultural  Institute, 

Maryland  Agricultural  College, 

North  Carolina  College  of  Agriculture, 

Crookston  School  of  Agriculture, 

Pennsylvania  State  College,        -      -  . 


Storrs,  Conn. 
Kingston,  R.  I. 
Hampton,  Va. 
College  Park,  Md. 
West  Raleigh,  N.  C. 
Crookston,  Minn. 
State  College,  Pa. 


It  is  a  comparatively  simple  matter  to  publish  a  book  on  poultry  keeping.  It  is  another  matter,  however, 
to  publish  one  in  which  leading  experts  place  implicit  confidence,  and  who  are,  furthermore,  willing  to  assume 
the  responsibility  of  its  use  by  their  students.  Every  book  is  sold  imder  a  positive  guarantee  that  if  not  entirely 
satisfactory  it  may  be  returned  in  good  condition  and  the  purchase  price  will  be  refunded  immediately.  A 
necessaril}^  brief  description  of  the  books  referred  to  here  follows: 


POULTRY-CRAFT. 

The  most  complete,  concise  and  convenient  work  of  its  kind  published — a  guide 
book  for  beginners,  a  text  book  for  learners,  a  reference  book  for  working  poul- 
trj-men  and  women.  Everywhere  recognized  as  the  standard  work  on  practical 
poultry  keeping.  A  book  which  it  is  necessary  for  the  intelligent,  progressive 
poultry  keeper  to  have.  It  gives  the  gist  of  poultrj-  knowledge  in  plain  langiiiage 
for  people  who  want  plain  facts,  practical  ideas,  and  trustworth}-  opinions. 
It  tells  what  to  do,  wh}-  to  do  it,  and  how  to  do  it.  It  covers  its  subject  thoroughl)', 
and  its  systematic  arrangement  and  full  index  enable  one  to  refer  in  an  instant 
to  uny  lopic.  It  is  the  hand  book  of  poultry  culture  for  busy  people.  It  has 
helped  thousands  to  rightly  decide  how,  when  and  where  to  go  into  poultry  keep- 
ing ;  has  taught  thousands'  better  methods  of  poultry  keeping  ;  and  has  come  to 
be  recognized  as  the  most  trustworthy  authority  on  poultr3-  culture.    Price  $1.50. 


First  Lessons  in  Poultry  Keeping 

  FIRST  SERIES. 

TwEXTY -Three  Lessons  as  Follows  :  Winter  Rations  for  Laying  Stock. 
"Hows"  and  "Whys"  of  Feeding  Laying  Stock  in  Winter.  General  Principles 
and  Rules  for  Poultry  Breeders.  Putting  Principles  of  Breeding  into  Practice. 
Hatching  Chicks  With  Hens.  Rearing  Chicks  With  Hens.  The  Care  of  Chicks 
from  Weaning  to  Maturity.  Points  to  be  Considered  in  Poultr\-  House  Con- 
struction. Two  Plain  Cheap  Poultry  Houses  of  Simple  Construction.  Five  good 
Small  Poultry  Houses.  Summer  JIanagement  of  Fowls.  Continuous  Poultry 
Houses.  Incubator  Rooms  and  Brooder  Houses.  Simple  or  So-called  Scientific 
Poultry  Feeding.  Poultry  House  Fixtures.  Poultry  Fences  and  Yards.  Getting 
Ready  for  Winter.  Selecting  and  Fitting  Exhibition  Birds.  Fattening  Fowls. 
Selling  Market  Poultry  and  Eggs.    Selling  Thoroughbred  Poultry  and  Eggs. 

Since  the  first  volume  of  the  celebrated  book,  "First  Lessons  in  Poultry 
Keeping,"  compiled  from  the  great  lessons  which  appeared  serially  in  Farm- 
Poultry  was  first  placed  on  sale.  Experiment  Stations,  Agricultural  Colleges, 
publishers  of  poultry  papers,  and  all  expert  authorities  have  been  singing  its 
praises.  It  has  enabled  thousands  to  obtain  at  a  nominal  cost,  better  service  and 
instruction  than  rendered  by  high  price  Correspondence  Schools.  You  cannot 
conceive  how  thoroughly,  clearly,  concisely,  and  practically,  every  phase  and 
feature  of  everj-  subject  treated  in  this  book  is  covered.  As  one  College  Professor 
aptly  remarked,  "it  is  a  liberal  poultry  education  in  itself,  and  far  ahead  of  the 
most  expensive  Correspondence  Course."  About  160  pages,  size  6x8  3-4  inches, 
printed  on  a  good  quality  of  paper,  and  contains  numerous  appropriate  illustra- 
tions.   Price  50  cents. 


Common-Sense  Poultry  Doctor. 

Practical  knowledge  of  poultry  diseases  is  a  necessary  part  of  the  equipment  of 
the  successful  poultryman.  This  book  meets  his  requirements.  Chapter  IV.  is 
especially  designed  to  help  the  non-professional  to  correcth-  identify  diseases. 
The  Common-Sense  Poultry  Doctor  is  for  practical  every-day  use"  by  far  the 
most  complete  work  on  the  subject  published.    Price  50  cents. 

Contents.  To  Doctor  or  Not  to  Doctor— When  to  Doctor  and  'What  to  Doctor. 
Indications  of  Health  and  General  Symptoms  of  Disease.  General  Rules  for  the 
Prevention  of  Disease.  The  S3-mptoms  of  Disease.  A  Few  General  Remarks  on 
the  Diseases  of  Poultry,  and  Their  Treatment.  Colds  and  Diseases  that  Begin 
With  Colds.  Diseases  Due  to  Improper  Foods  and  Feeding.  Some  Peculiarly 
Subtle  and  Dangerous  Diseases.  Diseases  of  the  Reproductive  Organs.  Diseases 
of  the  Skin.  Miscellaneous  Ailments.  Accidents  and  Injuries.  Internal  Para- 
sites of  Poultry-.  Insects  Injurious  to  Poultry-.  The  Vicious  Habits  of  Fowls. 
Molting.    Appendix.  Index. 


First  Lessons  in  Poultry  Keeping 

SECOND  SERIES. 

Twenty-  Lessons  as  Follows  :  Inbreeding  and  Line  Breeding.  Some  Com- 
mon Phenomena  of  Breeding.  Market  Duck  Culture.  Goose  Culture.  Turkey 
Growing.  Possibilities  and  Probabilities  in  Poultry  Culture.  Locating  and  Lay- 
ing out  Poultry  Plants.  Kinds,  Breeds,  and  Varieties  of  Fowls.  Stocking  the 
Poultry  Plant.  The  Most  Important  Part  of  the  Poultryman's  Equipment.  The 
External  Parasites  of  Poultry.  Internal  Parasites  of  Poultry.  External  Characters 
of  Poultry,  and  Their  Values.  Poultr}-  Nomenclature  and  Abbreviations.  Eggs 
and  Egg  Production.  Some  Elementar>-  Moral  Science  for  Exhibitors.  Business 
Morality- in  Poultry  Culture.  Winter  Egg  Production.  First  Treatment  of  Sick 
Fowls.    Poultry'  Organizations. 

The  "second  series"  of  this  grreat  work,  as  will  naturally  be  assumed,  deals  with 
more  advanced  problems.  It's  "lessons,"  however,  are  in  logical  succession  to 
those  contained  in  the  First  Series,  and  the  student  who  has,  by  the  help  of  the 
"first  series,"  laid  a  solid  foundation  of  useful  knowledge  in  the  elementaries, 
will  derive  much  pure  enjoyment,  satisfaction,  and  obtain  a  finish  to  his  educa- 
tion in  poultry  keeping,  by  a  study  of  the  twenty  lessons  contained  in  this  great 
second  series.  These  additional  "lessons"  are  essential,  inasmuch  as  they  include 
the  ever  important  considerations  of  breeding,  proper  sites  and  arrangement  of 
houses  and  kindred  matters,  as  well  as  lessons  devoted  to  the  mone}'  making 
methods  of  handling  Ducks,  Geese  and  Turkeys. 
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The  Arra 

mgement  of  a  Poul 

try  Plant. 

CICERO,  in  his  essay  on  friendship,  remarked  that 
one  of  the  great  obstacles  to  a  wise  choice  of 
friends  is  that  the  only  way  to  test  the  value  of 
a  person  as  a  friend  is  by  making  a  friend  of  him.  There 
are  many  other  situations  in  life  where  we  must  make 
tests  in  this  same  way;  use  our  best  judgment  and  hope 
that  results  will  be  satisfactory;  and  —  if  they  are  not  — 
try  again.  In  few 
things  is  this  more 
true  tlian  in  regard 
to  the  iajins  ouf  of  a 
poultry  plant. 

Theorei  ically,  it 
ought  to  pay  the  av- 
erage be.inner  in 
poultry  keeping  to 
.secure  tlie  personal 
services  of  an  expert 
to  advise  him  in  this 
matter,  but  I  home- 
times  dntibt  whether 
in  practice  there  ia 
much  advantage  in 
having  an  ext)ert 
plan  for  you.  It  de- 
pends very  much 
upon  the  expert — up- 
on how  expert  he  is, 
and  upon  his  ability 
to  apply  his  'jeneral 
knowledge  to  the 
special  problems  of 
his  client.  It  de- 
pends, too,  very  much 
upon  the  expert's 
ability  to  size  up  his 
client  and  determine 
in  his  own  mind  how 
the  client  will  prob- 
ably work  out  his 
plans,  or  how  cir- 
cumstances will  prob- 
ably alter  them. 

When  I  came  to 
^Massachusetts  s  i  x  - 
teen  years  ago  the 
intensive  method 
then  in  vogue,  which 
had  been  supposed  to 
be  the  last  word  in 
progressive,  scientific 
poultry  practice,  was 
just  beginning  to  go 
by.  I  was  not  aware 
of  that  fact  at  the 
time,  nor  do  I  liiink 

that  any  of  those  supposed  to  be  authorities  upon  poultry 
culture  were,  for  the  decline  was  not  yet  marked  enough 
to  attract  noti'  C.  It  was  not  until  five  or  six  years  later, 
when  the  change  whs  plain,  that  those  who  were  familiar 
with  tlie  conditions  as  they  had  been,  could  see— as  they 
looked  backward  —  that  the  change  had  begun  long 
before  they  noticed  it. 

Many  of  these  plants  had  been  laid  out  by  "experts  " 
who  usually  laid  them  out  without  regard  to  anything 
but  their  own  idea  of  poultry  culture.  Not  long  after 
my  arrival  here  I  visited  a  farm  that  was  then  one  of 
the  best  known  poultry  farms  in  America,  and  that  had 


been  planned  and  operated  to  some  extent  according  to 
the  advice  of  one  of  the  then  leading  experts.  After  I 
had  been  all  over  the  place  with  him,  the  owner  said  to 
me:  "Now,  I'd  much  rather  have  you  tell  me  what 
you  find  to  criticize  in  the  plant  than  what  pleases  you." 

"  "Well,"  said  I,  "the  first  thing  that  I  would  criticize 
is  something  that  cannot  be  remedied  now,  but  it  seems 
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to  me  there  was  no  excuse  for  making  the  mistake  in  the 

first  place.'" 

"I  guess  I  know  what  you  mean,"  he  replied,  smiling 
a  little,  "but  go  ahead;  what  is  it?" 

"The  poultry  buildings  are  crowded  together  on  the 
best  tillage  land  on  the  farm,  where  there  is  not  space  to 
give  the  fowls  they  house  even  a  reasonable  amount  of 
yard  room,  while  the  best  location  for  the  poultry  plant 
on  the  farm  — a  piece  of  land  unfit  for  cultivation  —  lies 
idle." 

"Yes,"  he  replied,  "  we  found  that  out  within  a  icw 
years,  but  too  late  to  do  anything  about  it." 


While  the  latter  part  of  his  observation  coincided  with 
my  own  at  the  time,  in  view  of  the  subsei|iient  histnry 
of  the  plant  I  think  that  it  would  have  paid  the  owner 
to  move  his  building.'-',  although  it  would  have  been  finite 
an  expensive  job.  This  case  was  not  an  exceptional 
one.  On  the  contrary,  it  was  quite  typical,  and  even 
though  that  intensive  method  is  not  as  popular  now  as 

it  was  li  f  t  e  e  n  to 
twenty  years  ago,  a 
great  many  f)onltry 
keepers  still  lean  too 
much  toward  inten- 
sive features,  and  still 
make  tlie  mistake  of 
carrying  too  much 
poultry  on  a  small 
area  of  land.  In 
many  such  cases  this 
is  done  where  there 
is  an  abundance  of 
land,  the  ponltryman 
concentrating  his 
stock  to  save  steps 
and  fencing,  or  to 
have  it  more  com- 
pletely under  his  eye 
to  avoid  losses  from 
foxes. 

As  far  as  the  larger 
undertakings  in  poul- 
try culture  are  con- 
cerned, those  w  h  o 
begin  should  usually 
understand  the  sub- 
ject well  enough  not 
to  be  entirely  depend- 
ent upon  someone 
else's  advice.  In 
most  cases,  I  think 
that  even  when  a 
man  is  a  pretty  good 
ponltryman  it  is 
worth  while  for  him 
to  consult  one  or 
more  others  whose 
opinions  should  be 
liclpfiil  to  him,  before 
finally  deciding  on 
the  layout  of  his 
plant,  for  two  heails 
are  better  than  one. 
But  the  best  way  to 
,,deal  with  mistakes  in 
he  arrangement  of 
poultry  houses  and 
yards,  is  to  make 
buildings  and  fences  that  can  be  moved  without  great 
expense  and  with  comparatively  little  trouble  if  expe- 
rience shows  that  changes  are  advisable. 

If  colony  lionses  are  used,  this  is  ea.sy.  But  if  one 
prefers  a  long  house  with  many  compartments  and  nar- 
row^ outdoor  yards,  it  is  possible  to  build  a  house  so  that 
it  is  cheap,  and  will  last  for  a  long  time,  if  no  change  is 
desired,  and  yet  can  be  taken  all  apart  very  easily  and 
either  put  up  again  in  a  new  location,  or  the  material 
be  i>ractically  as  good  as  new  lumber  to  work  into  a 
building  on  another  plan.  I  once  built  such  a  hou.se  as 
this  12  ft.  wide  by  48  ft.  long,  using  no  sills  or  plates, 
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with  studs  and  rafters  4  ft.  apart,  and  y^^  in.  iKjanis 
nailed  horizontally  on  these  on  both  sides  and  roof.  The 
building  was  revered  with  ordinary  tarred  paper,  which 
was  a  mistake.  I  u.sed  it  because  it  was  cheaper.  Eed 
Rope  Neponset  and  tarred  felt  were  the  best  roofing 
papers  in  those  days,  but  neither  was  as  durable  as  the 
heavier  roofings  that  are  now  in  common  use. 

We  used  this  building  for  several  years  where  it  was 
first  located  and  then  stripped  ofT  the  paper,  took  it 
apart,  and  used  the  material  in  a  larger  house.  It  took 
only  a  few  days  to  build  this  first  cheap  building  and 
only  about  half  a  day  for  two  men  to  demolish  it.  Yet 
if  we  had  wanted  to  use  it  as  first  constructed,  and  had 
put  such  a  roofing  material  as  is  commonly  preferred 
today  on  the  roof  and  sides,  it  would  have  been  perfectly 
serviceable  for  ten  or  twelve  years  with  very  little  re- 
pairs. The  modern  heavy  roofing  papers  can  be  stripped 
from  the  surfaces  upon  which  they  are  first  placed,  and 
used  again  with  comparatively  little  loss,  if  they  have 
not  been  allowed  to  become  too  much  weather-worn. 
So,  while  perhaps  such  temporary  buildings  as  I  have 
suggested  will  not  look  as  well  as  more  substantial 
houses,  by  using  them  a  beginner  may  save  a  little 
money  at  the  outset,  and  be  in  a  position  to  rearrange 
his  whole  plant  after  a  few  years  experience  if  he  wished 
to  do  so. 

There  are  some  situations  where  the  nature  of  the 
surroundings,  the  lay  of  the  land,  and  the  line  of  work 
to  be  pursued  indicate  the  best  permanent  arrangement 
so  plainly  that  almost  anyone  familiar  with  such  matters 
can  say  definitely  at  once  what  it  is.  But  in  the  great 
majority  of  cases,  where  operations  are  upon  a  consider- 
able scale,  it  is  better  to  leave  the  way  open  for  such 
changes  as  experience  may  suggest.  Changes  in  yards 
are  of  course  much  easier  to  make  than  changes  in  build- 
ings, yet  even  here  it  is  an  advantage  to  avoid  the  un- 
necessarily expensive  fencing  which  some  people  use 
with  permanent  poultry  houses. 

Whether  a  plant  is  large  or  small,  one  of  the  first 
points  to  consider  in  planning  is  how  to  save  labor,  and 
especially  how  to  save  steps.  But  plans  to  save  labor 
and  steps  must  make  due  allowance  for  the  advantages 
of  locations  and  arrangements  which  require  some  extra 
travelling.  In  the  case  I  mentioned,  of  the  farm  where 
all  the  poultry  buildings  were  grouped  upon  land  which 
should  have  been  reserved  for  cultivation,  the  first 
thought  of  the  'man  who  planned  it  doubtless  was  that 
the  poultry  houses  being  so  convenient  to  the  house  and 
barn,  the  poultryman  would  save  a  great  deal  of  time 
that,  in  case  the  houses  were  located  farther  away, 
would  be  lost  in  passing  back  and  forth.  There  cer- 
tainly was  a  saving  at  that  point,  but  it  was  very  aiuch 
more  than  oflset  by  additional  labor  due  to  the  crowded 
conditions  produced,  and  by  the  loss  of  the  use  of  good 
garden  land. 

It  is  natural  to  suppose  that  on  a  small  plant  there  is 
not  as  much  need  of  careful  planning  to  save  steps  as 
on  a  large  one.  P^stiinates  of  difl'erences  in  cost  under 
different  conditions  will  show  the  greatest  contrasts 
when  made  for  large  plants,  but  in  practice  it  appears 
that  regardless  of  the  size  of  the  plant,  there  is  a  strong 
tendency  for  whoever  does  the  work  to  slight  such  parts 
of  it  as  seem  to  require  an  undue  amount  of  labor.  For 
instance :  Suppose  on  a  small  plant  there  is  one  house 
or  one  fiock  located  a  little  oft"  a  route  which  takes  in 
all  the  others  with  no  superfluous  steps.  Again  and 
again  I  have  noticed  that  nearly  everyone  in  caring  for 
poultry  is  prone  to  pass  by  such  a  flock,  especially  when 
in  a  hurry.  And  this  is  as  conspicuous  in  the  care  of 
small  stocks  as  anywhere. 

Sometimes  there  are  good  reasons  for  locating  a  flock 
in  a  place  a  little  out  of  the  way.  If  so,  and  if  there  is 
any  danger  of  it  being  neglected  when  managed  like  the 
rest,  the  best  way  is  to  arrange  to  handle  it  liy  a  method 
that  will  insure  that  it  is  always  supplied  with  food  and 
water.  Poultrymen  frequently  hopper  feed  such  flocks, 
and  give  them  a  supply  of  water  that  will  last  for  days, 
although  this  plan  is  not  adopted  for  the  stock  generally. 
A  little  study  of  the  situation  will  sometimes  show  other 
ways  of  getting  around  such  difficulties. 

As  a  general  rule,  a  poultry  keeper  should  try  to  plan 
his  poultry  houses  and  yards  so  that  in  going  the  rounds, 
feeding,  watering,  etc.,  he  makes  a  complete  circuit  and 
never  has  to  double  on  his  tracks.  I  had  the  least 
trouble  in  getting  my  hens  cared  for  properly  when  I 
had  to  leave  much  of  the  work  to  other  members  of  the 
family,  when  I  was  living  on  a  place  where  the  natural 
arrangement  of  the  houses  and  yards  was  with  the 
houses  near  the  dwelling  house  and  at  the  rear  (south) 


oi  it,  and  the  yards  extending  south,  east,  and  west  of 
the  poultry  houses.  The  fowls  could  be  fed  and  the 
food  pretty  well  scattered  on  a  comparatively  small  cir- 
cuit, quite  near  the  dwelling,  and  yet  could  range  over 
a  much  larger  area. 

I  have  seen  a  number  of  large  plants  which,  as  finally 
arranged,  had  the  same  feature.  In  some  places  this 
has  been  secured  by  making  long  yards,  narrow  at  their 
junction  with  the  poultry  house  and  very  much  wider  at 
the  far  end.  This  adds  to  the  cost  of  fencing,  but  it 
often  admits  of  giving  a  good  range  to  fowls  in  continu- 
ous long  houses,  when  parallel  fences  would  not. 

One  of  the  things  that  ought  to  h>e  carefully  considered 
but  is  usually  overlooked  in  a  first  plan  is  the  method  of 
purifying  the  soil  as  it  becomes  contaminated  with  accu- 
mulated droppings.  I  would  like  to  see  some  of  our  ex- 
periment stations  carry  out  some  experiments  that  would 
give  us  something  definite  upon  the  relative  advantages 
of  yards  of  different  sizes,  and  different  conditions,  as 
affected  by  the  size  and  the  numbers  of  birds  carried ; 
and  that  would  show  more  definitely  than  our  ordinary 
observations  do,  the  advantages,  if  such  there  are,  of 
alternating  yards  when  the  yards  are  small.  I  some- 
times doubt  that  there  is  any  marked  benefit  in  alter- 
nating when  the  yards  are  as  small,  compared  to  the 
numbers  of  fowls  kept,  as  is  usually  the  case,  and  no 
droppings  are  removed  from  the  yard  except  as  they 
leach  through  the  soil  or  are  taken  up  by  vegetation 


when  a  cro|.  is  growing.  I  think  that  it  is  much  more 
important  for  the  health  of  the  fowls  to  remove  the 
droppings,  as  they  accumulate,  from  the  surface  oi  such 
a  bare  yard  than  to  remove  them  from  the  house  floor. 
Another  important  thing  to  consider  in  planning  a  poul- 
try plant  is  the  land  available  for  growing  the  young 
stock  each  year.  The  young  birds,  especially  those  that 
are  to  be  reserved  for  stock  purposes,  need  a  great  dejil 
more  room  than  the  old  ones,  and  they  also  need  good 
clean  land.  For  this  reason  we  seldom  find  really  good 
stock  produce<l  continuously  on  any  poultry  plant  where 
the  land  available  for  young  stock  is  not  several  times 
the  area  that  would  do  very  well  for  one  or  two  seasons. 
It  pays  to  keep  a  long  way  on  the  safe  side  of  overstock- 
ing the  land  upon  which  chicks  are  grown. 

One  of  the  hardest  things  to  regulate  when  planning 
a  poultry  plant  is  the  general  labor  problem.  It  is  hard 
to  plan  so  that  the  work  on  the  plant  will  keep  those 
who  do  it  busy  without  overworking  anyone.  I  don't 
think  that  it  is  possible  to  do  it  on  a  plant  requiring  the 
services  of  one  or  two  men,  except  by  making  the  poul- 
try work  somewhat  less  than  the  men  can  do  easily,  and 
then  in  some  way  arranging  the  other  work  so  that  there 
will  be  some  productive  work  of  which  they  can  do  as 
much  or  as  little  as  is  convenient. 

In  a  great  many  cases  it  would  pay  to  keep  poultry 
production  a  little  short  of  the  supposed  capacity  of  the 
plant  and  of  the  persons  engaged,  and  devote  the  extra 
time  to  making  the  farm  as  attractive  as  possible. 


A  Well  Ar  ranged  Poultry  Plant. 


ONE  of  the  most  satisfactory  poultry  plants  in  the 
vicinity  of  Boston  is  the  original  Grove  Hill 
Poultry  Yards  plant  at  Waltham,  Mass.,  built 
when  Mr.  Bright  was  breeding  several  varieties  on  a 
small  scale,  but  for  many  years  now  devoted  to  Brown 
Leghorns,  the  Barred  Rocks  being  kept  on  a  farm  with 
larger  equipment  a  short  distance  away.  The  accom- 
panying diagram  shows  the  land  occupied  by  permanent 


Plot  of  the  Brown  ieKlioiii  Plant  at  GioTe  Hill  Poultry  Yards.  AValtliam.  Mass. 
.Srale,  1-80  inch  to  the  foot:  1-16  iuch  eqnals  five  feet. 


buildings  and  yards  and  a  small  part  of  the  field  where 
most  of  the  chickens  are  grown. 

The  residence  of  Mr.  Bright  stands  on  a  high  hill  to 
the  north  of  the  poultry  yards.  This  hill  has  ipiite  a 
steep  descent,  and  is  covered  with  trees  at  tins  side.  The 
triangular  space  occupied  by  the  poultry  yards  slopes 
gently  from  it.  The  long  house  A  is  right  at  the  foot  of 
the  hill.  The  central  part  of  this  house  is  two  stories 
high.  The  first  story  is  used  for  a  cook  room,  feed 
room,  and  shipping  room.  The  upper  story  is  the  office. 

Each  pen  in  this  house  has  an  outside  run  the  same 
width  as  the  inside  pen  (8  ft. )  and  35  ft.  long.  Then  for 
every  three  of  these  pens  there  is  a  grassy  yard  set  with 
fruit  trees  to  which  the  fowls  from  the  small  pens  have 
access  in  turn.  The  space  P  in  front  of  the  central 
building  is  used  for  passage.    At  the  end  of  this  long 


house  is  a  shed,  R,  used  for  storage  of  manure,  coops, 
etc.  Beyond  this  is  a  small  house,  C,  for  cockerels  and 
surplus  stock.  There  are  no  separate  yards  for  the  pens 
in  this  liou.se.  The  birds  in  them  are  either  kept  in,  or 
allowed  to  run  in  the  large  yard  in  turn. 

The  house  at  B  is  a  cockerel  house  a  story  and  a  half 
high,  with  one  yard  for  each  two  pens  on  the  lower  floor. 
At  Z  is  a  yard  for  small  chicks,  and  at      and  T  larger 

yards  for  growing  stock. 
At  H  is  a  cottage  for  the 
man  in  charge.  At  Y 
are  bins  for  manure  and 
refuse.  The  field  to  the 
left  is  used  both  to 
pasture  cows  and  to  rear 
a  part  of  the  chicks  after 
weaning  ♦.hem. 

The  land  here  has  been 
used  continuously  for 
poultry  for  about  thirty 
years;  that  is,  there  has 
been  a  good  stock  of 
poultry  maintained  on 
it  all  that  time.  Mr. 
Bright  as  a  boy  kept 
poultry  on  it  long  before 
that.  It  has  never  been 
overstocked,  and  that  is 
one  reason  that  the 
Brown  Leghorns  from 
Grove  Hill  have  Ijeen 
such  consistent  winners. 
Many  poultry  fanciers 
would  consider  the  area 
in  the  triangle  contain- 
ing the  buildings  and 
permanent  yards  ample 
for  all  the  old  and  young 
stock  kept,  but  if  is  by  growing  the  young  birds  largely 
in  the  cow  pasture  that  the  soil  on  the  plant  proper  ic 
kept  in  good  condition.  While  the  growing  chickens  in 
the  field  have  the  i-un  of  the  whole  field  of  some  four  or 
five  acres,  the  coops  are  in  a  row  near  the  street,  so  that 
the  attendant  does  not  have  far  to  walk  in  caring  for 
them. 

Some  of  the  yards  have  fruit  trees  in  them,  and  many 
of  the  fences  are  covered  with  large  grape  vines.  A  fan- 
cier in  another  state  who  was  for  some  years  prominent 
among  exhibitors  of  Brown  I^eghorns  but  after  winning 
a  fair  share  of  prizes  for  a  while  sold  out  his  stock,  told 
me  afterwards  that  he  did  so  because  he  could  personally 
grow  stock  only  on  a  city  lot,  and  the  farmers  who  grew 
birds  for  him  did  not  give  them  the  care  they  required, 
so  he  felt  that  he  was  too  badly  handicapped  in  compe- 
tition with  the  breeders  who  grew  their  own  birds  under 
ideal  conditions,  mentioning  especially  Grove  Hill  Y'ards. 
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Various  Views  of  the  Competition  at  Storrs. 


THP]  discussion  of  (he  laying  competition  at  Rtorrs, 
in  the  April  issue  of  tliis  paper,  has  greatly  dis- 
turbcil  some  of  ttie  faithful  followers  of  reports 
of  egg  l.iyiii'4  competitions,  and  seems  to  have  especially 
distressed  Mr.  George  A.  Cosgrove,  who  makes  weekly 
reports  of  the  competilion  for  the  Rnval  Ncie  Yorker. 
Mr.  Go=grove  interpreted  the  hetter  records  of  the  Eng- 
lish Leghorns  as  a  proof  of  superior  "laying  blood," 
and  has  lieen  advising  those  who  read  his  reporis  to 
"get  some  of  the  good  laying  blood  of  Mr.  Barron's 
stock  inlo  their  fowls,  and  by  trap  nesting  and  breeding 
for  vitality  as  well,  bring  up  our  Hocks  so  that  we  will 
not  have  to  take  second  place  in  any  competition."  1 
took  exceptions  to  this  view,  and  in  discussing  it  both 
before  and  after  visiting  the  competition,  stated  that  the 
superior  laying  of  the  English  birds  was  due  to  "con- 
dition" rather  than  to  "  strain." 

I  did  not  suppose  that  any  practical  poultry  keeper 
could  make  a  mistake  as  to  what  the  term  condition  im- 
plied when  used  as  I  used  it,  but  it  is  evident  from  some 
comments  l)y  Mr.  Cosgrove,  in  his  report  in  the  A\  N. 
Y.,  for  June  14th,  that  he 
did  not  understand  it  as  I 
used  it,  and  as  it  is  com- 
monly understood  when 
applied  to  egg  production. 
He  says:  "It  seems  to  nie 
that  this  high  scoring  of 
Mr.  Barron's  birds,  after 
six  months  of  steady  laying, 
is  pretty  good  evidence  that 
Mr.  Robinson,  editor  of 
Farm-Poui-try,  was  wrong 
when  he  said  that  '  it  was 
the  conditioning  of  these 
English  birds,  the  getting 
them  ready  to  make  a  Hy- 
ing start  at  a  certain  date, 
etc.,  that  gave  them  the 
advantage.'  " 

In  the  same  issue  of  the 
R.  X.  Y.  appears  the  fol- 
lowing communication  and 
comments : 


good  laying  stocks."  How  does  Mr.  Robinson  know 
that  it  is  not?  It  seems  to  me  that  statement  is  pure 
assumption  on  his  part.  He  a.=sumes  that  it  was  the 
conditioning  of  the  Knglish  birds,  the  "getting  them 
ready  to  make  a  flying  start,"  at  a  certain  time,  that 
gives  them  the  ads'antage  they  hoM  over  the  American 
birds. 

In  the  next  paragraph  Mr.  Robinson  insinuates— with- 
out making  a  direct  statement  — that  the  English  birds 
are  not  pullets,  but  liens,  and  to  give  this  force  he  says 
"  that  the  three  year  records  of  White  leghorns  at  Cor- 
nell indicate  that  the  second  year  is,  ax  a  rule,  the  year 
of  heaviest  egg  production  for  White  Leghorns."  Here 
Mr.  Robinson  iriakes  a  direct  mis-statement;  it  is  not 
true  that  the  three  year  records  at  Cornell  show  that 
White  I.«ghorns,  as  a  rule,  lay  more  eggs  the  second 
year;  in  fact,  it  is  very  exceptional  for  them  to  do  so. 
There  have  been  a  few  cases  where  the  birds  increased 
the  egg  output  for  three  years,  laying  the  greatest  num- 
ber the  third  year.  In  counting  the  years,  I  mean  the 
years  from  the  time  the  first  egg  was  laid,  not  the  years 


Leghorn  Brown  Eggs. 

All  your  readers  are  no 
doubt  following  Mr.  Cos- 
grove's  articles  on  the 
Storrs  contest,  with  the 
greatest  interest.  As  for 
Mr.  J.  H.  Robinson's  ex- 
ception to  the  article  of 
March  l')ih,  which  .1.  H. 
R.  published  in  Far:m-Poui,- 
TRY,   it   looks   like  mere 

patriotic  "  guH"  because  English  birds  have  got  the 
goods,  or  else  an  editorial  lay  for  the  sake  of  arousing 
controversy.  Most  of  us  must  agree  with  Mr.  Cosgrove 
that  it  would  be  a  good  thing  to  get  some  of  that  Barron 
or  Cam  strain  into  our  White  Leghorns.  But  here 
comes  the  rub:  Those  pullets  do  not  lay  consistently 
true  to  color.  They  produce  nuraeious  Ijrown  shaded 
eggs,  so  that  the  dead  chalk  white  shell  is  rather  the 
exception.  When  supplying  the  New  York  market, 
what's  to  be  done  with  brown  eggs  except  ship  them  as 
such,  and  accept  something  below  the  top  price?  So  it 
seems  to  be  a  choice — import  the  winning  strain  with 
the  chance  of  getting  more  eggs  (shaded),  or  stick  to 
the  American  strain  with  chalk  white  eggs  and  fewer  of 
them.  N.  W.  M. 


N.  W.  M.  refers  above  to  a  nine  column  article  in  the 
April  number  of  Fakm-I'oui.try,  in  which  Mr.  Robinson 
quotes  the  part  of  my  article  in  the  March  loth  R.  N.  Y. , 
advising  American  breeders  of  White  Leghorns  "  to  get 
some  of  the  good  laying  blood  of  Mr.  Barron's  stock 
into  their  lowls,  and  by  trap  nesting,  and  breeding  for 
vitality  as  well,  bring  up  our  flocks  so  that  we  will  not 
have  to  take  second  place  in  any  competition."  Mr. 
Robinson  says :  "This  statement  is  one  of  those  mix- 
tures of  truth  and  error  that  lead  the  novice  astray." 
And  he  further  states  that  "the  good  '  laying  blood  '  in 
them  is  plainly  no  stronger  than  in  numerous  other 


View  of  a  part  ol  the  Dnck  Faiiu  of  A.  J.  HALLOCK,  Siieoiik,  L.  1.,  N.  Y. 


from  the  day  the  chick  was  hatched.  I  have  a  letter 
from  Prof.  Rice,  in  which  he  says  it  is  not  true  that,  as  a 
rule,  the  second  year  is  the  year  of  greatest  egg  produc- 
tion, and  thinks  Mr.  Robinson  must  have  got  the  idea 
from  some  newspaper  statement.  Mr.  Barron  had  a 
perfect  right  to  enter  hens;  there  was  no  handicap 
against  hens;  and  there  was  just  as  much  or  more  honor 
in  winning  with  hens;  why  then  should  it  be  insinuated 
that  he  had  wrongly  entered  the  birds?  There  are  15 
pens  of  hens  in  the  present  contest  at  Storrs,  and  in  not 
one  single  instance  have  the  hens  laid  as  many  eggs  as 
the  pullets,  even  where  the  same  breeder  enters  both 
hens  and  pullets.  Last  year  C.  S.  Scoville's  R.  C.  R.  I. 
Red  hens  did  outlay  any  pen  of  pullets  of  the  same 
breed,  but  this  year  his  pullets  are  ahead  of  his  hens. 

The  point  N.  W.  M.  makes  regarding  Mr.  Barron's 
birds  laying  tinted  eggs  is  worth  considering  for  those 
who  are  furnishing  strictly  fancy  chalk  white  eggs,  and 
getting  an  extra  price.  The  question  of  interest  is,  what 
proportion  of  the  eggs  are  tinted?  I  have  written  to 
several  persons  who  are  breeding  the  Barron  stock,  also 
to  Storra,  for  the  facts  in  the  case. 

George  A.  Cosgrove. 


I  don't  know  who  "  N.  W.  M."  is,  and  1  have  not  a 
very  high  opinion  of  people  who  have  statements  like 
the  references  to  my  motives  in  discussing  the  contest  at 
Storrs,  published  without  their  full  signatures.    But  I 


cannot  seriously  object  to  it  in  this  case  if  it  was  the 
means  of  revealing  the  "secret"  that  the  Barron  birds 
"  produce  numerous  brown  shaded  eggs  so  that  the  dead 
chalk  white  shell  is  rather  the  exception."  I  did  not 
ent«r  any  of  the  competilion  pens,  and  did  not  look  at 
the  eggs  from  the  English  pens,  or  any  others,  closely 
when  in  the  manager's  oflice  at  the  station.  But  it 
seems  a  very  singular  thing  If  Barron's  i>eghorns  lay 
eggs  of  which  one  who  has  the  stock  asks:  "What's  to 
be  done  with  brown  eggs  except  ship  them  as  such," 
that  no  mention  has  been  made  of  this  in  the  year  and 
a  half  that  these  birds  have  been  under  oli.*ervation.  I 
will  refer  to  some  phases  of  this  after  considering  the 
matter  of  condition  antl  other  points  which  Mr.  Cos- 
grove discusses. 

It  seems  plain  from  Mr.  Cosgrove's  use  of  the  term 
condilionim/ ,  where  I  used  r.ondili/m,  and  from  his  state- 
ment that  the  continuous  good  laying  of  Barron's  fowls 
seemed  to  him  to  show  that  I  was  wrong,  that  he  sup- 
posed that  when  1  said  that  the  English  competitors 
!)lainly  excelled  their  competitors  in  handling  their  birds 

to  have  them  ready  to  start 
on  time,  I  had  in  mind  some 
special  process  of  "condi- 
tioning," like  thecondition- 
ing  of  birds  for  a  show. 
1  lis  idea  ajjparently  is  that, 
although  such  special  prep- 
aration might  help  at  the 
start,  the  eflecta  could  not 
continue  for  six  months. 

I  had  not  supposed  that 
it  was  necessary  to  explain 
in  the  article  on  the  laying 
competition  more  about  coj;- 
(lilion  with  reference  to  lay- 
ing than  was  implied  in  the 
common  understanding  of 
the  several  statements 
made.  Poultrymen  who 
understand  their  business 
understand  that  the  most 
important  thing  in  getting 
a  profitable  egg  yield  is  to 
have  pullets  begin  to  lay 
promptly  when  they  arrive 
at  physical  maturity  and  to 
have  them  possess  the  stam- 
ina that  will  enable  them  to 
stand  the  strain  of  contin- 
uous good  laying.  To  get 
these  conditions,  there  must 
be  an  inheritance  of  stam- 
ina from  the  parent  stock- 
(and  in  so  far  "strain" 
affects  condition),  but  no 
matter  how  much  stamina  and  potential  capacity  for  man. 
ufacturing  eggs  a  fowl  may  have  when  it  comes  from 
the  shell,  the  method  of  handling  it  from  hatching  to 
maturity  is  going  to  determine  finally  whether  it  can 
make  good  as  a  great  layer.  Every  goofl  poultryman 
knows  this  in  a  general  way  and  tries  to  bring  his 
stock  along  without  a  check  or  setback  from  hatching  to 
maturity. 

There  are,  however,  some  points  aflecting  this  which 
most  poultrymen  either  do  not  fully  understand  or  do 
not  make  sufficient  effort  to  fully  control.  To  illustrate: 
It  has  long  been  a  matter  of  common  observation  that 
pullets  beginning  to  lay  in  the  .summer  or  early  autumn 
were  likely  to  lay  for  a  short  period,  then  partially  molt, 
while  those  beginning  to  lay  later  in  the  fall  or  in  the 
winter  were  not  hkely  to  go  through  the  partial  molt  in 
which  egg  production  was  diminished  or  ceased  alto- 
gether. There  is  certainly  a  reason  for  this,  but  no  one 
that  I  know  of  here  has  ever  tried  to  work  it  out.  Again 
it  is  often  observed  by  persons  buying  and  selling  stock 
that  difilerent  lots  of  hens  behave  differently  in  the 
matter  of  egg  production  when  moved  from  place  to 
place.  A  man  selling  stock  that  is  the  same  in  age  and 
condition,  to  different  parties,  gets  reports  from  one  of 
almost  immediate  good  laying,  from  another  of  long 
delayed  and  poor  laying.  In  buying  stock  that  appears 
to  be  about  the  same  in  age  and  condition,  from  different 
parties,  one  may  often  observe  the  same  results.  When 
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a  person  sells  stock  and  gets  such  rei)ort8,  be  concludes 
at  once  tliat  tlie  person  who  did  not  get  good  results  did 
not  Jjandle  them  rigiit,  or  tiiat  tliere  was  some  local  con- 
dition which  unfavorahly  affected  the  birds.  When  lie 
gets  different  results  hiniself  from  stock  bought  of  difier- 
enl  parties,  he  usually  unhesitatingly  concludes  that  one 
stock  is  good  laying  stock  and  the  other  not  so  good ; 
and  does  not  look  into  it  further.  Yet  I  have  often  had 
reports  on  the  same  stock,  from  diflerent  parties,  that 
indicated  that  in  such  a  case  as  the  la.«t  mentioned  it 
was  not  the  stock  itself  that  was  at  fault,  but  the  change 
in  conditions  in  some  way  acted  unfavorably  upon  the 
birds,  or  upon  a  part  of  them. 

Under  ordinary  circumstances  a  poultryman  has  not  a 
good  opportunity  to  investigate  such  cases  and  learn  the 
reasons  for  the  results  which  are  reported  or  observed. 
In  the  case  of  a  poultryman  interested  in  laying  com- 
petitions, as  they  have  been  conducted  in  England  for  a 
good  many  years,  there  would  seem  to  be  a  fairly  good 
opportunity  for  one  who  studied  the  various  matters 
affecting  his  stock  entered  in  competition,  to  arrive  in  a 
few  years  at  some  very  good  conclusions  as  to  the  causes 
which  disturb  egg  production  at  the  beginning  of  the 
season  of  laying,  and  to  learn  how  to  take  measures  to 
have  his  birds  perform  consistently.  With  egg  com- 
petitions on  the  footing  upon  which  they  have  been,  a 
person  who  acquires  such  knowledge  and  skill  naturally 
keeps  it  to  himself.  It  is  not  to  his  interest  to  give  such 
"secrets"  to  his  competitors,  and  it  is  to  his  interest 
(temporarily  at  least)  to  have  possible  buyers  of  his 


stock  suppose  that  all  that  they  have  to  do  to  get  his 
results  is  to  buy  his  stock. 

When  I  said  that  the  English  birds  were  doing  Ijetter 
l>ecause  of  superior  condition,  I  meant  that  their  breed- 
ers knew  how  to  handle  them  all  through  life,  and  what 
I  said  about  the  kinks  in  handling  seems  to  me  to  refer 
plainly  enough  to  skill  in  everything  relating  to  this, 
and  not  to  some  special  conditioning  process.  If  some 
of  those  who  seem  to  think  that  my  remarks  are  deroga- 
tory to  the  English  breeders  knew  more  about  poultry 
they  would  know  that  no  higher  compliment  could  be 
paid  the  skill  of  these  breeders  than  I  have  paid  it  — 
assuming  that  they  have  done  what  is  imputed  to  them. 

With  regard  to  the  suggestion  that  the  English  birds 
may  be  hens  and  not  pullets,  it  is  not  an  mumnftlion  at 
all.  I  was  perfectly  well  aware  when  I  made  Uie  sug- 
gestion that  -Mr.  Barron  could  enter  hens  or  pullets  if  he 
wanted  to  do  so.  But  I  think  most  readers  will  agree 
with  me  that  we  are  entitled  to  know  wiiether  the  birds 
that  he  enters  are  hens  or  pullets.  As  to  the  Cornell 
records,  while  it  is  possible  that  I  may  be  in  error,  in- 
asmuch as  I  was  writing,  not  from  any  "newspaper 
statement,"  but  from  a  conversation  with  Prof.  Rice,  in 
which  li6  showed  me  a  chart  he  was  using  in  a  lecture, 
we  will  have  to  go  into  that  a  little  more  carefully  be- 
fore Mr.  Cosgrove's  charge  that  I  made  "a  direct  mis- 
statement" will  hold  good;  and  considering  how  easy  it 
seems  to  be  for  3Ir.  Cosgrove  to  misunderstand  words 
when  they  are  used  with  precision,  and  to  use  words 
without  precision  himself,  I  would  want  to  see  the  full 


text  of  his  imiuiry  of  Prof.  Rice,  and  of  the  latter  s  re- 
ply before  taking  his  view  of  the  latter's  attitude. 

:Mr.  Cosgrove  apparently  thinks  that  when  I  said  that 
the  Cornell  records  "indicate"  a  certain  thing  they 
"  show  "  it.  To  indicate  in  this  sense  is  to  guggcH.  To 
show  is  to  prove,  to  demonstrate.  When  I  say  that  cer- 
tain records  mdicule  a  certain  thing  it  is  obvious  to  any- 
one who  uses  and  understands  words  accurately,  that  I 
mean  that  they  suggest  that  thing  to  me.  I  do  not  think 
anyone  ever  heard  me  make  a  statement,  or  saw  a  state- 
ment from  me  in  print  to  the  effect  that  any  set  of 
records  showed  or  proved  anything  as  definite  as  Mr. 
Cosgrove's  misinterpretation  of  my  statement. 

Now  about  those  "brown"  eggs.  If  the  eegs  from  the 
Barron  or  other  p;nglish  stock  are  as  far  from  being  a 
white  that  will  pass  them  as  white  eggs  as  N.  W.  M.  says 
they  are,  and  if  N.  W.  M.  has  stock  that  lays  eggs  of 
this  description  from  Mr.  Barron,  it  is  up  to  the  latter 
to  tell  what  his  stock  really  is.  If  all  the  stock  lays  eggs 
of  this  kind  it  is  evidently  cross  bred  or  grade  stock.  If 
only  the  stock  of  N.  W.  M.  and  some  others,  it  is  evident 
that  transactions  are  sometimes  mixed.  The  facta  will 
be  awaited  with  interest. 

Finally,  to  reply  briefly  to  3Ir.  Cosgrove's  question  as 
to  how  I  know  that  "the  good  laying  blood"  is  not 
stronger  in  the  English  birds  than  in  numerous  other 
good  laying  stocks :  That  is  one  of  the  things  that  long 
experience  and  wide  observation  teach  th'^se  who  try  to 
look  at  all  sides  of  such  matters  and  get  at  the  truth. 


Recent  Science  and  the  Poultry  Breeder. 


From  the  Scientist's  Point  of  View. 

AT  THE  meeting  of  the  American  Breeders'  Asso- 
ciation, at  Columbia,  vS.  C,  last  January,  Dr. 
Raymond  Pearl,  as  retiring  chairman  of  the 
animal  section  of  the  association,  gave  an  interesting 
address  upon  "Genetics  and  Breeding,"  in  which  he 
undertook  to  analyze  the  relations  between  the  science 
of  genetics  and  the  art  of  breeding.  Space  will  not  per- 
mit the  publication  here  of  the  address  in  full.  The 
parts  quoted  will,  however,  give  a  fair  impression  of  the 
address  aa  a  whole,  and  will  cover  matters  likely  to 
directly  interest  readers  of  this  paper. 


"It'  is  generally  agreed  that  during  the  past  fifteen 
years  there  has  been  a  great  advance  in  our  knowledge 
of  the  fundamental  laws  of  heredity.  Indeed,  it  may 
fairly  be  said  that  more  has  been  gained  in  this  regard 
within  this  period  than  in  the  entire  previous  history  of 
this  field  of  knowledge.  The  new  method  of  investi- 
gating heredity,  which  was  given  by  Mendel's  work, 
has  for  the  first  time  made  a  real  analysis  of  genetic 
phenomena  ])ossible.  *  *  *  There  is  a  widespread 
assumption  that,  coincident  with  this  advance  in  our 
knowledge  of  the  fundamental  laws  of  inheritance,  there 
has  been  an  equal  advance  in  the  jjractical  art  of  breed- 
ing. This  has  perhaps  resulted  from  the  somewhat  over- 
enthusiastic  projdiecies  of  the  early  Mendelian  workers. 
Many  will  remember  the  glittering  possibilities  set  forth 
to  the  practical  breeders  in  the  early  meetings  of  this 
association.  They  were  told  in  eflect  that  at  last  the 
key  to  the  genetic  riddle  had  been  found;  that  by  the 
application  of  these  simple  INlondelian  laws,  existing 
races  of  animals  could  be  brought  up  to  desired  ideals 
with  more  certainty  and  disjiatch  than  had  hitherto  been 
possible,  and  that  new  races  could  be  created  which 
would  surpass  in  usefulness  anything  now  existing. 
There  was,  of  course,  an  element  of  truth  in  all  this. 
But  it  raised  unwarranted  hopes  in  the  minds  of  many 
laymen.  The  apparent  failure  of  these  prophecies  to  be 
realized  has  probably  done  real  harm  to  the  cause  of 
science  in  tiie  minds  of  some  practical  men— representa- 
tives of  the  class  to  which,  in  the  last  analysis,  science 
must  look  for  its  material  support  —  and  very  generally 
has  led  animal  breeders  to  underrate  the  real  value  of 
Mendelian  investigations. 

"  It  is  I  ermissible  to  think  that  the  fundamental  error 
involved  was  in  the  assumption  we  are  all  inclined  to 
make  that  any  distinct  advance  in  science  necessarily 
means  an  equally  marked  and  immediate  advance  in  the 
practice  of  the  associated  art  or  craft.  It  is  extremely 
difficult  for  the  man  of  the  laboratory  or  the  study,  as  he 
takes  a  broad  view  of  the  history  of  the  industrial  arts, 


and  sees  that  great  progre.ss  there  has  rested  upon  funda- 
mental scientific  discoveries,  to  realize  that  the  art  of 
breeding  differs  essentially  in  this  respect  from  the  in- 
dustrial arts.  The  breeding  of  animals  by  man  for 
more  or  less  definite  purposes  goes  back  to  prehistoric 
times.  Practically  aa  soon  as  primitive  man  began  the 
domestication  of  animals  he  must  perforce  have  begun, 
in  greater  or  less  degree,  to  control  their  breeding. 
Having  started  thus  early,  the  craft  of  breeding  had  at- 
tained a  relatively  high  degree  of  development  centuries 
before  any  attempt  was  made  to  formulate  the  scientific 
principles  of  genetics.  *  *  *  The  fact  is  that  the 
I)ractice  of  the  art  of  animal  breeding,  so  far  from  lan- 
guishing for  want  of  instruction  from  the  science  of 
genetics,  is  actually  immeasurably  in  advance  of  that 
science.  The  geneticist  who  is  disposed  to  think  other- 
wise should  visit  a  great  horse,  or  cattle,  or  even  poultry 
shew,  and  then  permit  himself  to  consider  candidly  the 
question  whether,  with  all  his  science,  he  could  himself 
breed,  or  tell  anyone  else  how  to  produce //?((<•  specimens 
than  he  will  see  there.  Yet  l)y  liypothesis  that  is  exactly 
what  he  ought  to  be  able  to  do,  if  genetics  is  to  set  up 
as  a  teacher  and  guide  to  the  best  practical  methods  of 
breeding  live  stock.    ♦    *  * 

"By  empirical  methods,  man  has  been  steadily  im- 
proving the  (piality  of  live  stock  for  centuries  past,  and 
long  ago  a  rclalicely  high  level  was  reached  by  the  most 
skillful  breeders.  Purely  em|iirical  methods  are  waste- 
ful and  slow  in  oj)eration,  but  they  may  attain  excellent 
results.  When  they  are  successful  it  is  obviously  because 
just  at  that  point  the  practice  was,  by  chance,  in  exact 
conformity  with  tlie  underlying  principle  or  law  con- 
cerned. More  generally  it  may  be  said  thai,  all  progres- 
sive success  of  empirical  methods  depends  on  a  gradual 
elimination  of  those  operations  or  iiraclices  whicli  do  not 
accord  with  basic  natural  laws.  It  is  diliicult  to  remem- 
ber always  that  a  law  of  nature  may  be  i)resumed  to 
have  been  in  operation  before  its  discovery.  If  Mendel's 
law  represents  a  real  and  fundamental  law  of  nature,  as 
appears  to  be  the  case  in  the  light  of  preseiu  evidence, 
it  is  quite  certain  that  it  did  not  begin  operation  in 
A.  D.  ]!)00.  Whatever  of  success  has  been  attained  dur- 
ing centuries  past  in  the  breeding  of  improved  strains 
of  animals  and  plants  must  have  been  attained  by 
methods  and  practices  which  were  not  violently  in  accord 
with  blende!' s  principles.  A  nomad  Arab  may  never 
have  heard  of  the  principle  of  segregation,  but  none  the 
less  he  had  to  reckon  with  the  phenomenon  in.  breeding 
his  horses. 

"Looking  at  the  matter  in  this  way,  the  reason  is 
clear  why  the  rediscovery  of  Mendel's  work,  and  the 
brilliant  genetic  researches  which  have  followed,  did  not 
and  could  not  have  had  any  profound  revolutionary 


eflect  on  the  practice  of  the  animal  breeder's  art.  By 
years  —  even  centuries  —  of  '  trial  and  error '  methods, 
breeding  practice  has  been  brought  into  rather  close 
conformity  witli  the  basic  laws  of  lieredity.  The  dis- 
covery of  some  of  these  laws  by  the  geneticist  could  not 
radically  change  the  breeder's  way  of  attaining  results. 

"  AVhat,  then,  has  the  rapidly  developing  science  of 
genetics  done  for  the  breeder,  and  what  can  it  do?  Still 
looking  at  the  matter  from  the  standpoint  of  the  prac- 
tical animal  breeder,  it  must  be  agreed,  I  think,  that 
the  chief  contribution  of  recent  discoveries  in  the  field 
of  inheritance  is  that  they  have  brought  to  light  and 
fairly  established  certain  general  principles  which  enable 
him,  in  greatly  increased  measure,  to  understand  and 
interpret  his  methods  and  his  results.  This  may  seem 
too  mild  a  statement  of  the  practical  value  of  genetic 
science  to  the  practical  animal  breeder.  It  undeniably 
does  lack  the  grandeur  of  the  vision  sometimes  opened 
out  by  the  extension  lecturer  in  his  zeal  to  inspire  the 
farmers  to  better  things,  and  at  the  same  time  pave  the 
way  to  increased  appropriations  for  liis  institution.  But 
to  help  one  to  understand  and  to  interpret  is,  after  all, 
no  mean  achievement.  It  signities  that,  with  much 
economy  of  effort,  the  successful  breeder  may  dispense 
with  the  merely  trivial  and  unessential  in  his  empirical 
methods,  and  more  directly  and  uniformly  attain  the 
same  or  a  greater  measure  of  success  than  liefore.  To 
his  less  successful  brother  and  the  begiimer,  it  means  a 
surer  and  more  rapid  guide  than  the  old  tradition  based 
on  empiricism.  It  is  certain  that  the  young  man  start- 
ing out  today  to  be  a  breeder  of  fine  cattle,  of  fine 
horses,  of  fine  chickens,  will  attain  his  goal  much 
sooner  if  he  thoroughly  understands  the  meaning  of 
those  laws  of  inheritance  associated  with  the  name  of 
Mendel. 

"The  most  im|)ortaut  general  principles  which  the 
scientific  study  of  genetics  has  firmly  grounded  are,  it 
seems  to  me,  these: 

"(a)  That  the  fundamental  basis  of  all  inheritance 
is  to  be  found  in  the  germinal  constitution  of  the  indi- 
vidual rather  than  in  the  body  or  soma.  Those  qualities 
alone  are  inherited  which  are  innate  in  the  germ  cells, 
the  ova,  and  the  spermatozoon.  *  *  ♦  Genetics  has 
demonstrated  that  the  breeder  may  cast  aside,  for  once 
and  all,  that  n:ass*of  tradition  and  superstition  which 
assumes  that  influences  specifically  afl'ecting  the  body 
will  specially  modify  subsequent  generations.  Has  not 
genetics  done  breeding  a  service  of  great  value  in  free- 
ing it  of  the  sinister  influence  of  'telegony,'  'saturation,' 
'maternal  impressions,'  and  similar  aorta  of  nonsenae? 

"(b)  That  specific  characters,  or  groups  of  characters, 
in  the  great  majority  of  cases,  and  perhaps  all,  are  in- 
herited as  discrete  and  definite  units.    If  one  niates  a 
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pea  combed  fowl  with  a  single  coniheil,  all  the  otispiing 
will  have  pea  combs.  *  *  *  Couib  form  is  inherited 
as  a  discrete  unit  uninfluenced  by  the  individual's  other 
attributes.  This  discovery  that  characters  are  inherited 
as  separate  units  —  ami  no  principle  of  genetics  is  more 
firmly  grounded  than  this^ — gives  the  breeder  a  totally 
new  concept  of  tlie  meaning  of  '  purity  '  of  blood  in 
breeding.  We  see  now  that  properly  (i.  c,  biologically) 
one  can  only  speak  of  an  animal  as  being  '  pure  bred  ' 
when  he  specifies  the  particular  fharacti'r  to  which  he 
refers.  A  chick  may  be  the  veriest  mongrel  in  all  otiier 
respects  and  yet  carry  in  the  germ  cells  only  that  poten- 
tiality in  respect  to  comb  form  which  leads  to  the  devel- 
opment of  a  pea  comb.  Then  however  much  of  a  mon- 
grel it  may  be  in  all  other  characters,  it  is  '  pure  '  anil 
'  pure  bred  '  so  far  as  concerns  comb.  Is  it 
not  a  contribution  of  moment  to  the  breeder 
to  have  demonstrated  that  in  his  breeding 
operations  lie  may  safely  and  surely  deal  with 
individual  characters  and  groups  of  correla- 
ted characters  as  units? 

"(r)    That  in  a  very  great  range  of  cases — 
perhaps  in  all  —  the  number  of  known  cases 
daily  grows  larger  —  the  Mendelian  law  of 
segregation  and  recombination  of  characters 
operates.    In  the  formation  of  the  germ  cells 
of  an  individual  there  is  a  sorting  out  or 
segregation  of  the  hereditary  characteristics 
contributed  by  the  father  and  the  mother, 
and  a  readjustment  of  these  into  all  of  the 
coaibinations — both  old  and  new — which  are 
mathematically  possible.    What  may  be  the 
precise  cellular  mechanism  or  basis  of  this 
wonderful  process  is  not  altogether  certain, 
but  the  phenomenon  itself  is  as  certain  as  the 
laws  of  gravitation.    It  operates  as  well  in 
regard  to  the  minutest  heritable  diflerences 
in  the  pedigreed  specimens  of  the  same  sub- 
breed  as  in  the  wide  diflerences  of  true  hybridization. 
Properly  understood,  it  enables  the  breeder  to  interpret 
and  weigh  the  results  of  his  breeding  operations,  and  so 
intelligently  to  plan  the  next  steps  with  a  certainty  and 
precision  hitherto  unattainable.    Is  not  this  a  real  con- 
tribution of  science  to  practice? 

"(d)  That  the  germinal  bases  of  heritable  unit  char- 
acters can  be  changed  or  altered  in  any  respect,  only 
with  the  greatest  difficulty,  if  at  all.  It  is,  I  believe, 
fair  to  say  that  there  is  at  present  no  critical  unchal- 
lenged evidence  that  any  alteration  can  be  produced. 
•  *  *  The  weight  of  evidence  at  present  indicates 
that  selection  does  not  act  in  the  manner  it  was  long 
supposed  to,  in  accordance  with  Darwin's  interpretation. 
It  appears  that  selection,  however  stringent  or  long  con- 
tinued, is  powerless  to  alter  in  any  way  the  original 
potentialities  of  the  germinal  liasis  of  a  unit  character. 
Selection  appears  to  be  essentially  a  process  of  sorting 
out  from  a  mixture  of  heritable  variations  what  is  already 
there,  and  not  a  germinally  creative  or  germinally  ad- 
ditive process., 

"  To  conclude:  What  I  have  tried  to  do  in  this  paper 
is  to  discuss  the  relation  between  the  science  of  genetics 
and  the  practical  art  of  breeding  aa  they  actually  have 
developed  and  now  exist.  Your  attention  has  been 
directed  to  the  obvious  fact  that  animal  breeding  has  — 
without  the  aid  of  genetic  science  —  attained  an  ex- 
tremely high  level  of  achievement.  Empirical  methods 
can  only  have  been  suci'essful  when  they  were  funda- 
mentally in  accord  with  natural  laws,  and  it  is  therefore 
not  to  be  considered  surprising  that  the  recent  dis- 
coveries of  world-old  genetic  laws  liave  not  radically 
modified  the  successful  animal  breeders'  methods.  In 
pointing  out  that  a  scientifically  trained  geneticist  is  not 
as  yet  an  absolutely  indispensable  necessity  on  a  success- 
ful animal  breeding  farm,  I  have  no  thought  or  desire  to 
belittle  the  importance  of  the  science  of  genetics.  My 
zeal  and  enthusiasm  for  the  advance  of  knowledge  in 
this  field  know  no  bounds.  This  attitude,  however, 
furnishes  no  reason  that  the  geneticist  should  delude 
himself,  or  by  rash  statements  hold  out  false  hopes  to 
the  breeder,  as  to  the  immediate  practical  importance 
of  some  of  the  recent  developments  in  tlie  science  of 
genetics.  All  knowledge  is  potentially  useful,  but  the 
fundamental  reason  for  undertaking  and  encouraging 
research  in  genetics,  or  anything  else,  is  not  because 
what  one  gets  may  be  useful,  but  because  it  is  knuu'l- 
edge.' 


Why  Breeders  Turn  Deaf  Ears  to  Science. 


Till':  aliove  paper  i>resents  the  view  of  a  <'aieful  in- 
vestigator of  the  matters  discussed  as  addressed 
to  a  body  of  "scientists."  The  active  member- 
ship of  the  American  Breeders'  Association  is  composed 
principally  of  persons  engaged  in  various  kinds  of  re- 
search work,  and  there  is  little  al)()Ut  the  organization  to 
appeal  to  the  practical  breeder.  It  was  the  expectation 
of  those  who  organized  it  that  the  association  woiiM 
bring  together  scientists  and  practical  breeders.  Uiuler 
some  conditions  it  might  have  done  so,  but  the  leadens 
in  the  movement  were  not  men  of  the  type  required  for 
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such  a  work,  and  as  far  as  the  records  and  reports  of 
the  association  which  reach  a  member  who  does  not  at- 
tend the  meetings  show,  only  a  very  few  men  who  could 
be  classed  as  practical  breeders  have  ever  taken  any  part 
in  its  work.  While  these  few  may  be  very  skillful  in 
the  art  of  breeding,  their  contribiitions  to  the  reports 
have,  as  a  rule,  reflected  no  great  credit  either  upon 
themselves  or  upon  the  organization.  As  a  rule,  the 
contributions  from  members  of  this  class  have  been 
ludicrous  eflbrts  to  express  ideas  in  terms  of  the  mean- 
ing of  which  the  writers  seemed  to  have  a  very  imper- 
fect understanding. 

I  conceive  that  so  careful  and,  on  the  whole,  so  fair  a 
statement  of  the  case  delivered  under  such  auspices,  and 
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given  to  the  scientific  world  in  ,Science,  will  lio  a  vast 
amount  of  good.  While  I  cannot  agree  with  \)r.  Pearl 
eilher  as  to  what  an  nniler.slaniliiig  of  "  thost;  laws  of 
inheritance  associated  with  the  name  of  Mendel  "  have 
done  for  the  breeder  already,  or  what  it  might  do  for 
him  if  he  would  try  to  understand  them,  as  scientists 
understand  them,  I  would  like  to  see  breeders,  especially 
breeders  of  real  skill,  take  more  interest  in  the  investi- 
gations and  the  theories  of  the  scientists  who  are  work- 
ing in  this  field,  because  only  when  the  breeders  do 
this  will  the  scientist  receive  at  the  same  time  the  en- 
couragement which  the  possible  value  of  his  re8ear(;h 
work  deserves,  and  the  check  upon  the  intellectual  en- 
thusiasm which  too  often  carries  his  thoughts  far  in  ad- 
vance of  his  actual  accomplishments. 

If  I  understand  the  attitude  of  poultry  breeders  to- 
ward "Mendelism,"  and  I  think  that  I  do.  Dr.  Pearl  is 
wide  of  the  mark  when  he  attributes  the  harm  that  has 
been  done  in  the  minds  of  practical  men  to  the  cause  of 


science  to  the  failure  of  realization  of  the  early  promises 
of  the  scientists  of  what  great  Ihingfl  tliey  were  going  to 
do  for  pra(;tical  breeders.  I  have  no  reason  to  suppose 
that  anyone  who  could  ipialify  as  a  skilleil  breeder  ever 
took  those  promises  seriously.  Ah  far  as  1  know  tiie 
pe()i)le  who  were  disposed  to  put  some  confidence  in 
them,  they  were  not  hnnlers,  but  novices.  True,  there 
have  been  a  few  claims  of  results  achieved  by  using 
"Mendel's  ))rincipleH,"  hut  as  tiiese  are  not  accom- 
panied by  a|)i)ropriale  statements  showing  how  it  was 
done,  we  need  pay  no  attention  to  them. 

\\\\:\[  first  of  all  "queered"  Mendelism 
with  the  breeder  who  can  get  results,  and 
lias  a  tolerably  good  i<lea  of  how  he  gets 
I  hem,  was  the  evident  and  ai)|)alling  crnde- 
ncss  of  the  "scientific"  analysis  of  tlie  re- 
snlis  of  tiie  early  experiineidal  work  witli 
ponUry.  When,  for  instance,  it  was  aH.«erled 
that  if  rose  and  single  comb  are  crosseil,  the 
oll'spring  in  the  first  generation  will  all  have 
/•o.sv  combs  and  nrjt  single  combs,  or  cond)8 
intermediate  in  form,  every  bree<Jer  who  has 
seen  the  results  of  many  such  crosses  knows 
that  this  is  a  wrong  interpretation  of  the  re- 
sult. The  comb  usually  developed  may  he 
considered  rose  because  it  is  evidently  not 
xhujle,  but  it  is  not  a  typical  rose  comb  at 
all,  but  a  type  intermediate  between  rose 
and  single.  It  was  the  same  with  other  de- 
scriptions of  characters.  With  the  practical 
breeder  it  was  "  to  laugh  "  at  men  claiming 
to  be  able  to  teach  him  who  presented  the 
results  of  their  investigations  in  such  crude 
form. 

Then  the  practical  Ijreeder  discovered  that  some  of  the 
scientists  who  were  ])reparing  a  new  dispensation  for 
them  lacked  very  much  of  that  carefulness  and  thorough- 
ness in  making  and  reporting  investigations  which  are 
popularly  supposed  to  characterize  the  reseai'ches  of 
"science,"  and  that  it  was  ijuile  a  common  practice 
among  these  investigators  to  lest  their  premises  by 
whether  they  suited  the  desired  conclusion  or  not.  Thus 
the  Mendelian  investigator  would  affirm  that,  given  such 
and  such  conditions,  certain  results  were  sure  to  follow. 
If  a  particular  kind  of  cross  of  ))ure  breil  animals  were 
made,  certain  results  would  be  ol^tained.  If  the  results 
were  not  according  to  expectation,  it  was  immediately 
assumed  that  one  or  both  of  the  individuals  useil  was 
not  purr.  In  the  work  of  the  Carnegie  Institution  at  the 
Cold  Spring  Harbor  a  little  mongrel  white  hen  with 
black  specks  in  her  plumage  was  used  as  a  "  White 
leghorn."  There  were  mnuerous  otlier  birds  u.sed  there 
which  a  poultry  breeder  would  not  consider  either  suit- 
able for  the  declared  purpose  of  the  experiment  or  as 
meeting  the  experimenter's  description  of  his  material. 
One  glaring  case  of  this  was  the  use  of  Dark  Brahma 
Bantams,  a  breed  recently  made  by  crossing,  under  the 
description  of  the  Dark  Brahmas,  a  breed  made  by  selec- 
tion long  ago.  Poultry  breeders  did  not  undertake  to 
say  what  characteristic  of  any  particular  investigator 
caused  him  to  make  such  errors,  but  they  saw  the  errors 
jilainly,  and  the  errors  were  so  connuon  that  "  B(-ience" 
was  discredited  by  them. 

.Many  breeders  who  might  have  been  interested  in  a 
statement  of  Mendel istic  ideas  which  was  made  in  terms 
which  conveyed  meaning  to  him,  ami  which  took  fair 
account  of  the  common  phenomena  of  heredity  as  they 
apjiear  to  those  accustomed  to  observe  them  from  the 
point  of  view  developed  by  the  Darsvinians,  were  re- 
pelled at  the  outset  by  the  attitude  which  some  of  the 
"scientists"  most  prominent  in  exploiting  Mendelism 
took  tosvard  the  current  ideas  of  heredity  and  toward 
the  reasonable  criticisms  of  breeders.  Kverytliing  that 
did  not  readily  agree  with  the  "  Mendel  laws"  as  inter- 
preted and  applied  by  a  few  of  the  early  modern  dis- 
ciples of  J*Iendel  was  dismissed  by  them  as  obsolete, 
nesv  names  were  maile  for  new  conceptions  as  fast  as 
tiiey  originated,  and  for  many  old  ones  besides.  These 
scientists  dismi.ssed  common  ob.servations  as  too  faulty 
for  "science,"  and  at  the  same  time  resented  inquiries 
designed  to  bring  out  full  information  that  would  show 
whether  their  own  observations  were  of  such  authoritj 
as  they  claimed.  Such  being  their  attitude,  the  breeders, 
as  a  rule,  paid  no  attention  to  them. 
Those  students  of  poultry  breeding  who  were  inter. 
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ested  enough  in  the  subject  to  try  to  follow 
the  work  of  the  investigators,  eoon  found 
that  much  of  it  was  of  little  value.  A 
number  of  writers  on  poultry  matters  have 
undertaken  to  present  the  conventional 
scientific  view  of  Mendelism  to  readers  of 
poultry  literature.  But  even  when  these 
writers  are  openly  friendly  to  the  Men- 
delian  view,  and  treat  ^Nfendelism  as  if  it 
were  already  of  actual  service  to  breeders, 
their  presentations  of  the  subject  do  not 
make  much  impression  upon  exj)erienced 
breeders;  first,  because  Mendelism  caimot 
be  presented  as  an  etticient  working  plan 
of  breeding  comprehensible  to  the  person 
of  ordinary  intelligence  as  he  reads  it; 
and,  second,  because  no  writer  whose 
utterances  upon  the  principles  of  breed- 
ing command  tlie  attention  of  breeders 
will  present  this  subject  without  discuss- 
ing the  objections  which  naturally  arise 
in  the  mind  of  a  breeder,  and  the  admis- 
sion of  these  objections  is  enough  to  make 
the  breeder  postpone  efforts  to  master  the 
mysteries  of  applied  Mendelism  until  he 
has  better  assurance  that  it  is  worth  while. 

One  of  the  best  of  such  discussions  of 
Mendelism  is  that  by  Rev.  T.  W.  Sturges, 
of  England,  in  his  book,  "The  Poultry 
Manual."  He  devotes  a  chapter  to  Men- 
delism and  the  Laws  of  Heredity,"  and 
in  it  seems  to  show  a  strong  bias  toward 
Mendelislic  views  without  fully  accepting 
them.  But  I  imagine  that  most  of  those 
who  glance  through  the  chapter,  picking 
out  the  passages  which  ' '  he  who  runs  may 
read"  before  settling  to  a  serious  efifort  to 
understand  the  whole  matter,  will  be  de- 
terred from  making  such  an  effort  when  they  read  the 
section  toward  the  end  of  the  chapter  headed,  "Will 
Fanciers  Observe  and  Record  Results?  "    Here  he  says: 

"  We  are  at  present  only  learning  the  language  of  in- 
terpretation, or  enabled  to  speak  in  monosyllables,  even 
though  in  the  description  of  it  long  words  are  used.  It 
lies  with  practical  and  intelligent  breeders  to  unravel 
the  riddle.  To  do  so  needs  the  sacrifice  of  time  and 
consequently  money.  Many  of  those  who  have  given 
us  our  first  insight  are  not  themselves  practical  breeders 
or  fanciers  in  the  true  sense.  And  many  of  their  results, 
though  obtained  with  infinite  patience  and  haul  work, 
are  not  of  much  practical  guidance,  e.  g.,  in  deciding 
upon  color  of  plumage  the  results  have 
largely  been  taken  from  the  color  of  the 
'down'  of  newly  hatched  chicks,  which— 
as  every  breeder  knows  —  changes  as  the 
chick  grows.  Other  tabulated  lists  of 
comb  formation  have  been  taken  before 
the  chick  has  even  been  hatched  from  the 
partly  developed  embryo.  At  this  stage 
nothing  can  be  known  of  such  defects  as 
side  spikes,  or  of  the  kind  of  serration, 
or  of  the  ultimate  size  of  the  comb,  which 
can  only  be  estimated  when  the  bird  has 
arrived  at  adult  age.  A  rose  comb  may 
be  distinguished  from  a  single  comb  after 
fourteen  days  of  incubation.  Hut  even 
at  a  month  old  it  cannot  be  said  what 
sort  of  a  rose  comb  it  will  be.  Some  in 
each  case  have  been  reared  to  adult  age, 
and  have  been  bred  from,  but  even  then 
they  have  not  been  described  from  a  fan- 
cier's point  of  view,  e.  ftf.,  a  '  barred'  bird 
may  auswer  this  description,  while  to  a 
fancier  it  may  be  the  veriest  mongrel,  and 
be  nothing  more  than  a  blotch  of  liluck 
and  white." 

Some  scientists  have  mildly  protested 
against  using  the  results  of  such  work  as 
scientific  data,  but,  apparently,  scientific 
courtesy  requires  the  acceptance  of  re- 
sults announced  by  a  "scientist"  without 
a  strict  inquiry  into  their  accuracy.  It 
has  been  no  secret  that  many  observa- 
tions were  faulty  for  the  reasons  mentioned 
by  Mr.  Sturges.  Other  critics  had  culle<l 
attention-  to  the  points  he  raises.  In  a 
number  of  cases  reports  of  observations 
included  data  from  young  chicks  and  from 
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unhatched  chicks  as  well  as  from  specimens  reared  to 
maturity.  Such  data  was  properly  a  matter  of  record, 
though  clearly  not  entitled  to  as  much  weight  as  the  ob- 
servations upon  specimens  reared  to  maturity.  But  the 
scientists  in  many,  if  not  in  most  cases,  did  not  trouble 
even  to  hatch  the  chicks,  but  after  incubating  them  to 
the  eighteenth  or  nineteenth  day  killed  them  by  taking 
the  heat  from  the  incubator,  and  have  used  the  dead-in- 
the-shell  chicks  for  all  observations. 

Further,  it  appears  that  some  scientists  have  continued 
to  follow  this  practice  after  the  faults  in  it  were  pointed 
out,  and  this  in  the  eyes  of  practical  breeders  utterly 
condemns  the  observations  of  those  scientists,  because  it 


shows  that  they  are  not  the  sincere  seekers 
after  truth  that  ihey  .profess  to  be. 
I  'No;  it  is  not  because  the  prophecies  of 
the  enthusiastic  !Mendelists  failed  that 
"science"  has  been  discredited  in  the 
minds  of  practical  brticders.  It  is  because, 
taken  by  and  large,  Mendelism  has  tried 
to  impose  upon  them  as  "science"  the 
results  of  work  which  was  largely  a  mere 
imitation  of  scientific  work,  having  the 
form  but  not  the  substance.  It  is  un- 
fortunate for  the  investigators  who  tried 
to  tje  thorough  and  honest  that  this  is  the 
case,  for  their  work  cannot  purify  the 
other;  and  it  appears  that  so  long  as  the 
two  classes  of  scientists  mingle  and  those 
who  try  to  do  good  work  accept  results 
which  they  know  are  not  trustworthy, 
they  are  sure  to  tje  more  or  less  corrupted 
in  their  interpretations  of  results  by  the 
iuriuence  of  matter  that  should  be  con- 
demned and  discarded. 

If  the  scientists  who  are  trying  to  un- 
derstand the  meaning  of  the  laws  of  inher- 
itance want  to  help  the  practical  breeders, 
and  be  helped  by  them,  the  first  thing  to 
do  is  to  do  with  the  Mendelism  of  today 
,  what  the  ^lendelista  of  a  decade  ago  de- 
clared must  be  done  with  the  whole  body 
of  knowledge  of  heredity  —  reconsider  it. 
The  idea  at  that  time  wa.s  that  assuming 
^^lendel's  laws  to  Ijetrue,  everything  must 
be  adjusted  to  them.    The  situation  now 
is  that  much  of  the  data  upon  which 
modern  Mendelian  interpretation  of  Men- 
delism is  based  being  admittedly  of  no 
value,  all  the  evidence  should  be  tested, 
and  all  that  will  not  stand  proi>er  tests 
discarded.    When  that  is  done,  "science"  will  be  in 
a  position  to  begin  to  interest  practical  breeders  in  their 
search  for  knowledge.    To  put  it  as  briefly  as  possible. 
Science  must  gain  the  confidence  of  practical  breeders, 
not  in  its  prophecies,  but  in  its  statements  of  facts. 

It  might  help  both  elements  if  some  ingenious  person 
would  invent  new  names  for  them  —  names  that  would 
take  and  that  would  be  properly  descriptive — that  would 
enable  us  to  discard  the  terms  "  scientific  "  and  "  prac- 
tical "  in  discussing  these  matters.  Both  terms  are  so 
broad  that  they  cover  multitudes  of  meanings  that,  in 
the  words  of  the  old  song,  "have  nothing  to  do  with 
the  case." 
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High  Cockalorum. 

Talk  about  your  pride  of  staUou, 

Birtb  aud  breeding,  Doble  race: 
Why,  poor  humans,  you  are  really 

Altogether  coiumouplaee; 
And  the  most  aristocratir 

Wouldn't  undertake  to  crow 
With  the  feathered  nabobs  making 

The  White  Rivt-r  Poultry  show. 

No  Colonial  Dame,  however 

Boastful  of  her  Mayflower  stock. 
Ever  held  a  "  taller  candle  " 

To  a  full-blood  Plymouth  Roi-k: 
Neither  can  a  son  of  Adam, 

HiKhly  cultured,  highly  bred, 
Make  the  sun  rise  like  a  nwster 

Uatched  a  fine  Kbode  Island  Ked. 

Take  from  oat  the  royal  families 

Some  selected  specimens 
And,  for  exhibition  purpose, 

Group  them  carefully  in  pens: 
Though  their  blood  might  be  the  bluest. 

Their  escutcheons  free  from  blots. 
They  would  not  compare  in  tieauty 

With  the  handsome  Wyandottes. 

In  nomenclature  of  iwultry 

They  are  all  high  sounding  ones: 
Smith  and  Jones  give  way  to  Leghorns; 

The  Minorcas,  Orpingtons. 
As  for  titles,  a  professor 

"  Doctored  ■"  to  the  rery  stars 
Seldom  sports  more  cap'tal  letters 

Than  the  K.  C.  H.  I.  K.'s. 

In  <he  poultry  world,  moreover. 

There  is  stringently  obeyed 
Strongest  of  fraternal  orders. 

And  no  cackle  lias  betrayed 
That  most  irri biting  secret 

Which  the  curious  doth  goad  — 
Why  a  suuawking,  flutt'ring  biddy 

Will  forerer  ci  oss  the  road. 

—  Rochester,  Tt.,  Herald. 
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After  the  Systems  and  the  Laying  Com- 
petitions —  What  ? 

THE  editor  of  the  1  Uustrated  Poultry  Reconl,  (Eng- 
land), had  occasion  to  aay  something  of  "  sys- 
teuis"  twice  in  the  editorial  pages  of  the  June 
issue  of  that  paper,  and  in  each  case  sounds  a  note  that 
is  likely  to  strike  the  reader  as  very  pessimistic  as  to  the 
prospects  of  freeing  poultry  interests  from  some  of  these 
plagues.  In  one  place  he  says:  "  When  once  the  bcwil- 
lus  iiUemiJicus  enters  the  brain  there  is  no  limit  to 
imagination,  and  we  may  prepare  ourselves  for  an  even 
more  serious  outbreak  in  the  near  future." 

We  think  that  our  esteemed  contemporary  takes  a  too 
gloomy  view  of  the  situation.  As  the  old  saying  goes, 
"'tis  always  darkest  just  before  dawn."  The  limits 
appear  to  have  been  reached  in  the  misapplication  of  in- 
tensive methods  and  the  exaggerations  of  results  in  lay- 
ing compeaiions ;  and  in  our  judgment  the  next  thing  is 
the  reaction. 

In  the  view  of  some  good  observers  the  reaction  has 
been  well  under  way  in  America  for  some  time,  and  to  it 
is  due  the  dulness  that  marked  many  lines  of  trade 
related  to  poultry  culture  last  year,  and  has  been  felt 
this  year,  though  perhaps  not  to  so  great  a  degree.  We 
have  been  going  through  a  period  of  hysteria  in  other 
things  besides  poultry  keeping,  and  it  would  be  strange 
indeed  if  the  general  atmosphere  did  not  affect  poultry 
matters,  and  if  the  "return  to  reason"  in  general  did 
not  tend  to  develop  a  saner  attitude  among  poultry 
keepers. 

While  in  many  cases  the  appeal  of  those  with  some- 
thing questionable  to  exploit  is  made  principally  and 
most  effectively  to  novices  and  those  not  yet  engaged  in 
poultry  keeping,  these  appeals  could  not  be  as  effective 
with  these  classes  as  they  have  been  if  poultrymen  who 
who  ought  to  know  better  would  keep  their  heads  and 
use  their  own  best  judgment  instead  of  being  carried 
away  by  the  noise  of  promoters  and  their  deluded  fol- 
lowers. A  great  many  people,  especially  writers  for  the 
poultry  press,  seem  to  be  terribly  afraid  that  perhaps 
some  project  or  idea  that  the  common  sense  of  experi- 
enced poultrymen  condemns,  may  turn  out  according  to 
the  predictions  of  those  who  promote  it,  and  the  result 
will  discredit  their  judgment  if  they  speak  their  minds 
about  it. 

No  d  )ubt  projects  of  various  kinds  that  lean  more  or 
less  toward  "fakes"  will  flourish  periodically  in  the 
future.  Possibly  some  of  them  may  be  worse  than  any 
we  have  had  —  though  that  is  hard  to  suppose  —  but  we 
think  that  the  outlook  for  the  next  decade  or  so  is  for  a 
more  general  application  of  sound  knowledge  and  com- 
mon sense  to  poultry  affairs  of  all  kinds. 

American  Breeders  and  Export  Trade. 

WE  ARE  in  receipt  of  a  letter  from  the  pro- 
prietor of  a  large  poultry  plant  in  Australia 
who  asks  us  to  put  him  in  touch  with  Ameri- 
can breeders  of  two  popular  varieties  of  fowls.  He 
wants  to  correspond  "  witli  half  a  dozen  of  your  moat 
reliable  breeders  in  each  of  the  breeds  mentioned,  and 
both  from  eastern  and  western  states."  He  adds:  "We 
would  like  to  get  in  touch  with  men  of  some  standing  in 
the  business,  who  can  supply  sound  birds  and  know 
what  is  required  in  shipping  birds  to  so  distant  a  des- 
tination. Our  previous  experiences  with  American  poul- 
trymen have  not  been  favorable  in  this  respect,  and  for 
some  years  our  business  has  gone  to  England.  We  are 
both  exhibition  and  utility  breeders  *  *  *  and  we  could 
become  very  good  customers  to  breeders  who  would  send 
value  for  money  and  understand  our  requirements.  Our 
idea  in  asking  to  be  put  in  touch  with  breeders  in  Cali- 
fornia is  for  the  reason  that  the  voyage  between  Frisco 
and  Sydney  is  only  19  days,  whereas  between  New  York 
and  Sydney  it  is  from  six  to  seven  weeks.  Perhaps  the 
better  birds  are  in  the  East,  but  un  this  point  would  be 
pleased  to  have  your  opinion.' ' 

We  have  given  our  Australian  correspondent  the 
names  of  a  number  of  eastern  breeders  ol  the  varieties 
he  wants,  and  referred  his  request  for  the  names  of  Cal- 
ifornia breeders  to  the  editor  of  a  contemporary  better 
informed  about  the  stocks  and  the  breeders  in  that  sec- 


tion. The  writer  of  this  personally  knows  nothing  of 
the  stocks  of  the  varieties  mentioned  on  the  Pacific 
Coast.  Generally  speaking,  we  believe  that  the  best 
stocks  of  nearly  all  varieties  are  in  the  northeastern 
states,  but  we  know  of  some  exceptions,  and  there  may 
be  others.  Leaving  that  point  out  of  consideration  for 
the  present,  we  wish  to  discuss  here  the  question  of  ex- 
porting as  it  concerns  the  American  breeder. 

While  many  American  breeders  have  some  export 
trade,  chiefly  to  Europe,  and  like  what  advertising  value 
there  is  in  mentions  of  them  in  their  catalogues,  and  in 
the  poultry  press,  very  few  breeders  have  considered  it 
profitable  to  cultivate  the  export  trade.  The  principal 
reason  for  the  neglect  of  the  export  trade  is  that,  as  a 
rule,  the  home  trade  will  pay  better  prices  and  is  easier 
to  suit,  i.  e.,  the  breeder  understands  better  what  his 
customers  want.  A  breeder  fiom  abroad,  visiting  this 
country  might  find  that  he  could  buy  birds  of  the  type 
and  quality  that  suited  him  at  very  reasonable  prices. 
That  would  be  likely  to  be  the  case,  however,  only  if  the 
birds  that  suited  him  were  not  what  would  be  considered 
the  best  according  to  prevailing  standards  here.  Even 
in  this  country  there  are  sometimes  different  types  of 
birds  preferred  in  different  sections,  and  the  individual 
preferences  of  judges  tend  to  increase  the  number  of 
birds  that  can  be  sold  at  high  prices,  for  an  exhibitor 
will  often  pay  a  high  price  for  a  bird  to  win  under  a 
certain  judge,  when  the  bird  is  perhaps  one  he  does  not 
care  for  himself.  Our  breeders  study  the  points  that 
relate  to  the  home  market  in  different  sections,'  but  so 
far  few  have  considered  that  the  possibilities  of  foreign 
trade  were  attractive  enough  to  make  it  worth  while  to 
cater  especially  to  this  trade. 

Whether  this  is  the  best  policy  is  debatable,  but  some 
of  the  best  breeders  with  whom  we  have  at  times  dis- 
cussed the  question  say  that  an  export  trade  has  no  at- 
traction for  them  unless  it  will  take  such  birds  as  they 
consider  creditable  representatives  of  their  stock  at  prices 
enough  better  than  the  home  trade  would  give  to  pay  for 
the  extra  cost  of  shipping. 

Our  Congratulations  to  the  Storrs  Experiment 
Station. 

ASSUMING  that  the  announcement  that  the  Third 
Philadelphia  North  American  International  Egg 
Laying  Competition  will  be  held  on  the  grounds 
of  the  Ingleside  Farms  Co.,  Thorndale,  Pa.,  means  that 
it  will  not  be  held  at  Storrs,  Conn. ,  we  congratulate  the 
Connecticut  institution  on  the  change.  We  do  not  know 
whether  it  is  the  intention  to  hold  a  contest  at  the  station 
as  a  Connecticut  undertaking.  While,  in  our  view,  such 
contests  are  not  up  to  grade  as  station  work,  we  regard 
it  as  the  privilege  of  others  to  hold  the  contrary  opinion 
and  act  upon  it  if  they  see  fit.  But  it  does  not  seem  to 
us  that  there  can  be  two  opinions  among  parties  not  in- 
terested directly  in  the  matter,  as  to  the  impropriety  of 
such  an  arrangement  between  an  experiment  station 
and  a  newspaper  as  has  existed  in  the  first  two  of  these 
competitions. 

When  Not  to  Shoot. 

WHILE  there  will  be  general  sympathy  among 
poultrymen  for  the  poultry  keeper  who  w  as 
recently  convicted  of  manslaughter  for  shoot- 
ing and  killing  a  man  he  took  to  be  a  poultry  thief,  liis 
misfortune  should  impress  upon  all  the  serious  risk  a 
man  runs  who  shoots  without  feeling  absolutely  sure 
that  he  is  justified  in  shooting.  There  have  been  a  num- 
ber of  cases  of  poultrymen  killing  thieves  caught  in  the 
act,  who  were  either  not  held  on  preliminary  examina- 
tion, or  were  quickly  acquitted  when  brought  to  trial, 
but  in  all  these  cases  the  justification  was  plain.  In  the 
case  which  has  resulted  in  conviction,  it  appeared  from 
the  reports  at  the  time  that  the  poultryman  had  been  too 
hasty  in  using  his  gun,  and  the  evidence  at  the  trial 
as  reported,  confirms  this.  He  had  been  annoyed  by 
thieves  and  shot  at  a  noise.  He  was  in  no  danger  him- 
self, and  it  could  not  be  shown  that  his  victim  was 
molesting  the  poultry. 

No  one  should  keep  a  gun  for  protection  unless  he  can 
judge  calmly  when  to  shoot. 


To  Stop  Faking. 

PI'^RHAPS  the  most  important  amendment  to  the 
constitution  and  by-laws  of  the  American  Poul- 
try Association,  among  those  ofl'ered  for  action  at 
the  meeting  in  .\ugust  is  one  propo8e<l  by  Charles  I). 
Cleveland,  secretary  of  the  Madison  Square  (larden 
show.  It  is  made  "Section  1  "  of  the  show  rules,  to 
make  it  as  conspicuous  and  emphatic  as  possible  —  we 
presume  —  and  reads  as  follows: 

"All  specimens  shall  be  exhibited  in  their  natural 
condition  with  the  exception  of  games  and  game  ban- 
tams. The  coloring,  dyeing,  or  bleaching  of  the  plum- 
age or  any  part  of  a  specimen  shall  be  considered  an 
infringement  of  this  rule,  and  shall  disbar  the  specimen 
from  competition." 

The  object  of  this  rule  is  one  which  we  think  the  great 
majority  of  those  who  are  in  any  way  interested  in  ex- 
hibition poultry  approve.  W  hile  it  is  framed  to  cover 
all  possible  forms  of  J'akiny  it  dill'ers  from  other  similar 
rules  that  have  been  in  vogue  in  that  it  expres.sly  uien- 
tions  bleaching  as  a  prohibited  process.  The  obstacle  to 
bringing  about  the  desired  reform  by  means  of  this  rule 
is  that  it  is  practically  impossible  to  draw  the  line  be- 
tween groornirvj  and  faking  in  the  preparation  of  white 
birds.  To  prohibit  the  washing  of  birds  with  such  a 
preparation  as  a  soap  suitable  for  toilet  use  or  for  washing 
delicate  fabrics  would  be  manifestly  absurd  ;  yet,  accord- 
ing to  some  of  the  best  conditioners  of  white  birds  and 
most  trustworthy  fanciers,  repetitiors  of  washing  with 
soap  produce  —  more  slowly  and  laboriously^ — precisely 
the  same  effects  as  the  use  of  some  of  the  ' '  chemicals  ' ' 
in  vogue  for  the  purpose. 

The  writer  does  not  pretend  to  be  able  to  utter  the  last 
word  upon  the  subject,  but  he  has  had  occasion  to  con- 
sider it  many  times,  and  has  always  read  with  particular 
interest  the  views  of  those  who  have  considered  it  from 
various  angles.  And  in  all  that  has  been  said  and 
written  upon  the  subject,  in  all  that  has  been  tried  or 
proposed,  we  can  so  far  find  nothing  that  seems  likely  to 
be  effective  to  prevent  exhibitors  from  "bleaching" 
birds  until  they  are  ivhite  as  long  as  the  Standard  calls 
ioT  pure  white  and  the  judges  continue  to  favor  irliUenes.t 
beyond  other  qualities. 

Although  the  form  of  defining  the  status  of  "  creami- 
iiess"  in  the  plumage  of  white  fowls  is  different  from 
the  form  of  stating  other  color  disqualifications,  the  re- 
quirement for  pure  ivhik'  virtually  makes  any  cream  in 
the  plumage  a  disqualification,  and  whatever  arguments 
may  be  used  for  or  against  color  disqualifications  apply 
inversely  to  the  requirement  that  white  fowls'  shall  be 
pure  white.  It  is  not  certain  that  a  less  rigid  definition  of 
white  would  diminish  bleaching.  Efforts  to  use  art  to 
make  standard  white  fowls  whiter  began  before  the 
present  wording  was  given  on  the  Standard.  Consider- 
ing the  fancier's  tendency  to  carry  development  of  char- 
acters to  extremes,  it  was  perhaps  ineviiable  that  in  time 
an  extreme  while  would  be  favored.  Nearly  twenty 
years  ago  those  who  wanted  them  were  urging  that  a 
dead  white  could  be  bred  because  iiertain  birds  of  that 
quality  had  been  produced.  There  is  no  doubt  that,  as 
a  result  of  efl'orts  to  breed  birds  perfectly  white,  many 
strains  and  stocks  have  been  produced  that  are  far  better 
in  this  respect  than  the  average  of  the  birds  considered 
a  good  white  twenty  years  ago.  But  not  even  these 
birds  are,  as  a  rule,  iiatmally  as  white  as  when  tliey  ap- 
pear in  the  show  ruoni,  anti,  simultaneously  with  the 
improvement  in  stock,  the  practice  of  bleaching  has  ex- 
tended until  the  good  breeder,  who  has  worked  for  yeais 
to  make  his  stock  as  white  as  practical,  has  no  advant- 
age over  one  who  can  launder  his  birds  to  the  judge's 
taste. 

It  is  hard  to  change  an  established  custom.  It  is  par- 
ticularly hard  to  take  any  action  in  regard  to  the  bleach- 
ing of  white  fowls  in  other  than  those  cases  where  the 
plumage  is  damaged,  because  of  the  difiiculty  of  proving 
that  the  specimens  are  faked.  By  rule,  as  well  as  by 
custom,  both  exhibitor  and  bird  are  entitled  to  the  bene- 
fit of  a  doubt.  In  case  of  dyeing,  tests  may  be  applied 
which  show  the  presence  of  artificial  coloring  matter. 
But  in  case  of  bleaching,  there  is  no  test  that  will  pr.jve 
that  something  not  present  at  the  time  of  the  test,  was 
present  at  some  time  before  a  process  to  remove  it  was 
used. 
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Purdue  Egg  Show. 


THE  fifth  annual  Purdue  Epg  Sliow 
was  iield  at  I'unlne  University, 
LafayeltP,  liuiiaiiii,  iMay  1-1— Hi, 
1!HS.  This  show  has  now  heconie  an  an- 
nual afl'air,  and  is  hecoining  well  known 
and  qiiiie  popular  with  the  people  of  In- 
diana. Tills  year  entries  were  received 
from  Wisconsin,  Khode  Inlanil,  and  other 
stales,  thus  showing  that  i)eople  outside 
of  Indiana  were  also  interested  in  show- 
ing eggs  in  competition. 

This  egg  sliow  is  managed  and  handled 
by  the  freshmen  students  in  the  school  of 
agriculture  who  take  poultry  hiisliandry. 
The  committee  is  elected  by  them  and 
they  manage  tiie  entire  afi'air  under  llie 
direction  of  the  jionltry  division.  This 
gives  the  l)oys  much  e.x]ierience  and  in- 
creases the  interest  of  the  stuiient  body 
in  the  jjoiiltry  work  of  the  university. 
The  prime  oiijec^t  of  the  show  is  to  in- 
crease the  interest  in  the  market  egg.  In- 
diana, like  all  midille  western  states,  is 
very  backward  in  improving  the  market 
conditions  of  the  (jonltry  business.  Nearly 
all  eggs  are  sijld  on  the  same  basis, 
whether  good  or  bad,  and  in  order  to 
show  people  that  there  is  a  ditl'ereuce, 
and  that  good  ei»g.s  are  needed,  this  show 
is  made  puijlic  to  the  farmers  of  huiiana 
and  nearby  states. 

The  exhibits  are  divided  into  five 
classes : 

1.  (leneral  Clmx. —  In  this  class  eggs 
are  exhibited  by  breed  and  variety,  and 
comj)ete  as  such.  Only  those  who  are 
not  students  of  I'urdne  can  show  eggs  in 
this  class.  This  year,  for  the  first  time, 
a  dozen  White  Leghorn  eggs  exhibileil 
by  E.  B.  iliirphy,  of  Carmel,  Indiana, 
won  the  sweepstakes  ribbons  ami  cup. 
The  judge,  .Mr.  .'Stanley  Wyckott',  of  the 
Indianapolis  Tonllry  Company,  stated 
that  they  were  the  finest  do/en  eggs  he 
ever  saw,  and  gave  thein  a  si^ore  of  5. 
This  is  a  compliment  to  the  Leghorn 
breed. 

2.  Commercial  Ef/gst. — In  order  to  really 
find  a  method  of  pro|)erly  judging  eggs, 
a  commercial  class  was  made  where  eggs 
compeleil  largely  upon  quality,  as  found 
Ijy  testing.  In  thi;  fancy  class,  weight 
and  external  conditions  control  method 
of  judging,  but  in  the  C(jnimercial  egg 
class  oO^/c  is  allowed  for  the  freshness  and 
quality  of  the  I'ontents.  In  this  class 
e^gs  compete  under  the  heads  of  color 
ami  weights. 

3.  Sluderit  CV«.s'.«;  Frenhmen. —  In  this 
section  eggs  compete  by  colors  only,  and 
are  jmlged  the  same  as  the  entries  in  the 
fanciers'  class. 

4.  Stiult'iilx  Not  in  Freshmen  Class. — 
This  class  is  handled  entirely  on  the  same 
basis  as  Class  No.  .">. 

o.  FnaL-^  and  Xinrltifs. — Under  this 
section  were  found  all  kinds  of  eggs  from 
frog,  snal*e,  cray-lish  and  turtle  eggs  U|) 
to  ostrich  eggs  and  peculiar  freaks.  This 
section  is  merely  made  in  order  to  make 
the  exhibit  interesting. 

Another  section  was  made  up  of  an  ed- 
ucational exhibit  by  the  poultry  division, 
showing  the  various  grades  of  eggs,  egg 
testers,  :uid  cartons  for  shipping. 

jMost  of  the  i)ri/.es  consisted  of  ribbons, 
hut  in  the  fanciers'  clasa  there  were  four 
silver  cups  and  two  sittings  of  eggs  otl'ered 
as  sweepstakes  prizes.  In  the  commer- 
cial class  the  prizes  were  all  cash,  ranging 
from  -oc.  to  $o.  In  the  students'  class 
there  were  four  silver  cups  otl'ered.  These 
specials  were  given  by  prominent  poultry- 
men  and  various  poultry  associations  of 
the  state. 

The  exhibit  was  in  tlie  Assembly  Hall 
of  the  Agricultural  Building.   It  was  well 


staged  and  well  received  by  the  hosts  of 
visitors.  P'veryone  pronounced  the  ex- 
hibit a  great  success,  and  the  students 
felt  well  repaid  for  their  ell'orts.  The 
entries  consisted  of  as  follows:  Fanciers, 
Gl  ;  commercial,  14;  students  (freshmen), 
7:5;  students  (not  freshmen),  '2o;  and 
freaks,  30. 

This  year  the  show  was  about  3.5% 
larger  than  in  1912,  and,  according  to  the 
increased  interest,  bids  fair  to  enlarge 
each  year.  It  is  the  only  exclusive  egg 
show  held  in  the  United  States,  and  so 
far  as  is  known,  is  the  largest  one  ever 
held  at  any  one  place.  Every  state  has  a 
dill'erent  method  of  interesting  its  people 
in  improving  their  market  eggs,  and  In- 
diana is  taking  this  method  with  the  hope 
that,  little  by  little,  the  people  of  tlie 
state  will  think  as  much  of  an  egg  in 


competition  as  they  do  of  a  good  apple 
or  an  ear  of  com.  The  apple  and  <-orn 
sliows  have  been  inlluential  in  improving 
the  horticultural  and  seed  corn  interests, 
and  it  is  hoped  that  the  egg  show  will  do 
as  well  for  the  market  egg.  Some  of  the 
winners  of  the  more  important  prizes  are 
as  follows: 

tirand  sweepstakes  fanciers'  class  — 
Ed.  Murphy,  Carmel,  Ind. 

Best  Minorca  eggs  —  Ed.  Gardner,  In- 
dianapolis, Ind. 

Best  Langshan  eggs — ^frs.  Chas.  Byers, 
Lake  Cicotte,  Ind.,  on  Black  Langshan. 

Best  commercial  eggs  —  C.  L.  Wright, 
Fountain  City,  on  brown  eggs. 

Best  freshmen  students  brown  eggs — 
P.  G.  Riley. 

Sweepstakes  and  best  white  eggs — H.  • 
W.  Marshall,  Jr. 

Best  dozen  eggs  by  student  not  fresh- 
man—P.  E.  Tillett. 


When  is  a  Fowl  Mature? 


T 


*HE  Journal  of  the  National  Poultry 
Organization  Society,  of  Great  Brit- 
ain, quotes  the  following  paragraph 
from  the  California  Cullirator  as 
evidence  that  "Americans  are  beginning 
to  learn  that  pulltls  are  not  desirable  as 
breeding  stock,  and  that  much  loss  and  many 
troubles  arise  from  their  use.  Old&r  birds 
conduce  to  rigorous  progeny.  " 

"No  poultry  man  should  breed  from 
hens  under  two  yeai-s  old.  If  this  were 
the  rule,  we  would  soon  have  hardy 
breeds  of  fowls  and  few  chicken  afflic- 
tions. In  some  yards  there  are  hardy 
fowls.  But  it  is  where  the  breeder  prac- 
tices rigidly,  hatching  from  matured  stock. 
And  I  here  declare  that  no  fowls  are  ma- 
ture until  they  are  two  years  old. 

"  As  a  rule,  the  chickens  from  all  our 
non-sitters  are  precocious,  seem  to  be  fit 
for  breeders  at  a  year  or  so  old.  But  they 
are  not  mature  in  a  breeding  sense.  While 
they  are  all  right  for  tilUng  the  basket 
with  market  eggs  for  the  table,  they  are 
unlit  for  breeders  where  one  wantaa  flock 
of  hardy  fowls.  And  it  takes  the  Coch- 
ins, Brahmas,  Wyandottes,  and  all  the 
big  breeds  fully  two  years  to  arrive  at  an 
age  when  they  should  be  considered  ma- 
ture and  lit  for  breeders." 

There  is  nothing  new  in  this  view— even 
in  America.  It  has  been  promulgated 
frequently  since  the  early  days  of  interest 
in  poultry  culture.  It  is  usually  pre- 
sented, as  in  this  case,  without  the  quali- 
fi(;ations  necessary  to  show  the  real  status 
of  the  question.  AVe  cannot  take  any 
one  point,  like  the  age,  and  make  that 
the  (Tucial  point  in  getting  results  in 
breeding.  Other  things  being  equal,  I 
would  rather  have  two  year  old  birds, 
mated  together,  to  breed  from,  than 
younger  or  older  birds ;  but  I  would  never 
think  of  making  selection  of  breeders 
turn  on  their  age. 

The  two  year  old  bird  that  is  in  perfect 
physical  condition  is  in  its  prime  —  at  its 
l_)est,  but  one  reason  that  it  is  at  its  best 
at  the  natural  breeding  season  is  because 
it  has  not  been  working  out  of  season  as 
the  younger  binls  have.  Further,  where 
a  breeder  of  jjoultry  does  select  bis  breed- 
ing stock  with  an  eye  to  vigor,  the  aver- 
age of  the  chickens  produced  from  two 
year  old  birds  is  likely  to  be  higher  than 
that  of  the  ort'spring  of  the  yearlings,  be- 
cause they  have  been  subjectetl  to  a  longer 
and  severer  test.  They  are  the  birds  of 
greatest  longerity. 

By  no  means  all  two  year  old  birds  are 
at  their  best.  There  are  many  good  birds, 
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capable  of  producing  vigorous  stock  at  a 
year  old,  that  would  be  lost  as  breeders  if 
they  were  helil  back  for  the  second  year. 
Accidents  and  the  various  causes  wliicli 
afiect  the  health  of  fowls,  continually 
operate  to  reduce  the  number  of  birds  lit 
for  breeding  at  any  age  after  growth  is 
completed.  Hence  any  breeder  who  has 
a  bird  with  quality  he  desires  to  secure, 
begins  to  breed  from  it  as  soon  as  possible 
after  it  is  apparently  full  grown.  While 
I  think  that  it  is  true  that  the  chicks  from 
two  j'ear  old  birds  in  good  breeding  con- 
dition are  more  uniformly  strong  and  vig- 
orous, I  would  not  undertake  to  say  that 
vigorous  young  birds  would  not  produce 
as  many  equally  strong  and  rugged  oti- 
spring  in  a  corresponding  period  —  when 
they  were  at  their  best  as  yearlings;  lor 
usually  the  younger  birds  lay  more  eggs 
and  give  better  fertility,  and  the  best 
chicks  from  the  young  birds  are  often  as 
good  as  any. 

Some  years  ago,  on  one  of  the  occasions 
when  this  subject  was  being  quite  gener- 
ally discussed,  Mr.  ,J.  H.  Curtiss,  who 
probably  has  a  more  intimate  knowledge 
of  the  work  of  a  large  number  of  poultry 
keepers  than  most  of  us,  stated  that  the 
best  market  stock  he  purchased  came 
from  a  man  who  had  bred  along  quite 
closely  to  one  line  for  many  years,  and 
always  used  young  birds  to  breed  from. 
This  was  in  breeding  "  winter  chickens," 
and  there  was  a  condition  there  more 
favorable  to  the  young  birds  than  in 
breeding  in  the  spring  season.  Their 
first  laying  period  is  shorter  and  their 
breeding  season  comes  after  a  short  rest. 
The  condition  is  about  the  same  as  when 
early  hatched  pullets  take  a  rest  late  in 
the  winter,  and  then  begin  to  lay  again 
in  March. 
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The  Man  Who  Would  Not  be  King  of 

the  A.  P.  A. 


THE  Aiiievioan  Poultry  Assnoiation 
election  being  over,  and  Mr.  Cur- 
tis' candidate  having  failed  of  elec- 
tion, the  Rtliiilili  I'linllri/  Jiiiinvd 
and  its  editor  hasten  to  swear  allegiance 
to  the  winning  candidate,  and  editor  Cur- 
tis triumphantly  produces  some  corre- 
spondence which  passed  between  Mr. 
Thompson  and  himself  last  December, 
which,  he  says,  explains  why  he  did  not 
aud  could  not  support  Mr.  Thompson. 
He  ofl'ers  this  as  a  reply  to  the  inquiries 
in  the  article  in  the  April  nundier  of 
r.^R.M-Poui.TRY,  entitled,  "  Did  Mr.  Kich- 
ards  Make  a  Mistake?"  in  which  I  asked 
if  it  was  because  JNFr.  Thompson  had 
given  out  a  lieclaration  of  complete  ex- 
ecutive indepeiideni'e  in  case  of  his  elec- 
tion, that  ^Ir.  Curtis  induced  ]\Ir.  Kicrh- 
ards  to  re-ent*r  the  race  for  the  presi- 
dency. He  further  states  that  he  has 
"  not  the  least  desire  to  control  the  asso- 
ciation or  any  part  of  its  work,"  citing 
in  proof  of  this  the  fact  that  he  hail 
asked  the  last  two  presidents  not  to  assign 
him  to  any  committee  work,  and  that  lie 
had  declined  an  election  as  treasurer  of 
the  association  when  it  was  offered  him. 
He  singles  out  Robinson  as  tlie  most 
heinous  of  those  who  say  what  they  think 
of  American  Poultry  Association  aftairs, 
even  when  it  is  impossible  to  do  so  with- 
out references  to  Mr.  Curtis  which  are 
likely  to  displease  him  ;  and  he  explains 
the  attitude  of  these  miscreants  by  observ- 
ing that  it  is  hard  to  educate  the  brand 
of  prejudice  "  that  is  rooted  in  personal 
animosity,"  adding  that  in  niy  case  he 
has  no  hope  of  convincing  me  that  in 
supporting  Mr.  Richards'  candidacy  he 
had  no  thought  but  the  best  good  of  the 
association.  This  fairly  summarizes  the 
main  points  of  the  article. 

I  believe  that  it  is  the  common  practice 
of  those  who  do  not  love  and  cherish 
their  personal  animosities  to  apply  the 
rule  "  let  bygones  be  bygones"  to  difi'er- 
ences  developed  in  an  election  campaign; 
and  I  regret  tliat  Mr.  Curtis  should  have 
associated  his  announcement  of  support 
for  Mr.  Thompson's  administration  with 
his  reply  to  a  campaign  article  after  the 
campaign  in  such  a  way  that  he  puts  it 
up  to  me  to  show  that  his  attitude  in  the 
election  was  not  just  what  he  says  it  was. 
1  cannot,  however,  profess  to  regret  that 
his  way  of  showing  the  kind  of  sympathy 
that  he  had  for  Mr.  Thompson's  candi- 
dacy convicts  him  out  of  his  own  mouth 
of  that  desire  to  manipulate  the  affairs  of 
the  association  whicli  he  so  vehemently 
disclaims. 

i\Ir.  Curtis  states  that  when  Mr.  Thomp- 
son's candidacy  was  first  broached,  Mr. 
Thompson  solicited  his  support,  and  that 
he  was  compelled  to  decline  Ijecause  "I 
am  committed  —  through  the  editorial 
columns  of  the  R.  F.  J.  and  the  A.  P.  W. 
— to  the  candidacy  of  E.  E.  Richards,  as 
president  of  ihe  A.  P.  A.,  to  succeed 
Reese  V.  Hicks.  Am  also  committed  by 
the  same  means  to  the  election  of  Charles 
D.  Cleveland  to  the  same  position  of 
honor,  provided  Mr.  Cleveland  should 
announce  himself  as  a  candidate  within 
the  next  two  years.  *  *  *  Am  also 
more  or  less  committed  to  the  election  of 
U.  R.  Fisliel  to  the  oHice  of  president  of 
the  association,  when  it  seems  the  right 
thing  to  elect  him." 

The  part  I  omit  from  the  above  quota- 
tion relates  to  Mr.  Curtis'  reasons  for 
supporting  the  men  named,  and  was  valid 
and  creditable  to  him  as  the  matter  ap- 
parently stood  when  he  wrote  to  Mr. 
Thompson  on  Dec.  13,  1912.  But  the 
conditions  changed  during  the  following 
month,  and  this  change  Mr.  Curtis  ignores 
entirely  in  his  article.  Following  the  an- 
nouncement that  Mr.  Thompson  would 
run  came  the  report  that  Mr.  Richards 
would  not  run  at  this  time.  Mr.  Rich- 
ards is  credii)iy  reported  to  have  stated 
this  to  men  who  would  have  supported 
him  if  he  had  run.  I  had  it  direct  from 
two  men,  on^  of  whom  supported  him 
when  he  re-entered  the  race,  and  one, 
having  meantime  assured  Mr.  Thompson 
of  his  support,  did  not.  Mr.  Richards 
was  apparently  not  a  candidate  from  the 
time  Mr.  Thompson's  candidacy  was  an- 
nounced until  late  in  January  when  he 
re-entered  the  race  apparently  at  the 
personal  solicitation  of  Mr.  Curtis.  Mr. 


Cleveland  was  not  a  candidate  at  this 
time,  nor  was  l\lr.  Fishel.  There  was  ap- 
parently notiiing  to  prevent  Mr.  ('uitis 
from  giving  his  .support  to  Mr.  Thomp- 
son; but  instead  of  iloing  so  he  urged 
Mr.  Richartls  to  re-enter  the  race,  wlien 
otherwise  Mr.  Thompson  was  absolutely 
sure  of  election. 

It  is  perfectly  fair  to  construe  this  to 
mean  that  for  some  reason  he  wanted  to 
beat  Thompson.  In  other  words,  thai  — 
as  a  candidate  for  president  —  Thomp.son 
did  not  suit  him.  It  is  also  a  fair  ques- 
tion whether  Thompson's  declaration  of 
independence  was  the  reason,  for  rightly 
or  wrongly  Mv.  Curtis  has  for  many  years 
been  w  idely  credited  with  a  very  ardent 
desire  to  manipulate  the  atlairs  of  the 
association. 

iS^ow  if  Mr.  Curtis  wants  to  know  why 
Robinson  and  a  few  otiierslind  it  diflicult 
to  take  all  his  statements  of  liis  reasons 
for  his  actions  and  attitudes  as  a  member 
of  the  American  Poultry  Association,  at 
their  face  value,  let  him  turn  to  liis 
comments  upon  the  announcement  of 
Mr.  Thompson's  candidacy,  which  Mr. 
Thompson  sent  to  the  poultry  press,  in 
the  April  number  of  the  American  Foulli-y 
World.  As  far  as  I  have  observed,  no 
comment  upon  this  appeared  in  the  R.  P. 
J.    In  the  A.  P.  W.  Mr.  Curtis  said: 

"We  are  sorry,  indeed,  that  Mr. 
Thompson  decided  to  ask  for  the  election 
to  the  office  of  president  of  A.  P.  A.  at 
this  time.  He  had  a  perfect  right  to  do 
so  as  a  matter  of  course,  but  we  regret 
that  he  did  not  wait  until  conditions  were 
different,  so  that  we  could  have  had  the 
pleasure  of  supporting  his  candidacy  and 
of  voting  for  him. 

"To  the  best  of  our  recollection,  Mr. 
Thompson  has  attended  only  two  meet- 
ings of  the  association  during  the  last  ten 
or  twelve  years  —  and  on  neither  of  these 
occasions  did  he  take  part  in  the  proceed- 
ings.   *    *  * 

"  It  would  be  of  incalculable  benefit  to 
the  American  Poultry  Association,  and 
the  industry  it  is  striving  to  represent, 
if  every  member  of  the  caliber  of  Mr. 
Thompson  would  attend  the  annual  meet- 
ings and  take  an  active  part  in  the  pro- 
ceedings.   *    *  * 

"There  can  be  no  question  but  that 
Mr.  Thompson  possesses  the  ability  to 
make  a  capable  head  officer  of  A.  P.  A., 
but  at  present  he  is  not  in  personal  touch 
with  the  important  work  of  the  organiza- 
tion—  is  entirely  without  actual  experi- 
ence in  this  truly  strenuous  line  of  en- 
deavor, and  we  cannot  believe  that  he 
realizes  what  would  be  expected  of  him 
in  this  jjosition  if  he  were  to  be  success- 
ful in  his  candidacy. 

"All  members  of  the  association  will 
be  quick  to  accord  to  Mr.  Thompson  his 
full  meed  of  praise  for  the  valuable  work 
he  has  done  in  behalf  of  standard  bred 
poultry  culture,  in  originating  and  devel- 
oping the  'Ringlet'  strain  of  Barred 
Plymouth  Rocks,  but  just  now  it  is  of 
supreme  importance  that  the  man  who  is 
chosen  to  direct  the  affairs  of  the  Ameri- 
can Poultry  Association,  and  to  inspire 
the  numerous  under-ofBcers  and  commit- 
tee men,  shall  know,  on  the  basis  of  per- 
sonal experience  and  reliable,  first  hand 
information,  what  is  to  be  done  and  how 
to  go  about  it.  Moreover,  he  needs  to  be 
a  man  whose  regular  business  will  allow 
him  to  devote  a  large  amount  of  time  to 
the  duties  of  the  office  and  to  make  num- 
erous long  distance  trips  in  attendance  at 
committee  meetings,  poultry  shows,  and 
other  similar  gatherings."    ♦    «  * 

So  we  see  that  while  in  the  letter 
written  last  December,  and  not  pulilished 
until  after  the  election,  the  reason  given 
Mr.  Thompson  for  not  supporting  his 
candidacy  is  that  Mr.  Curtis  is  committed 
to  support  of  other  candidates;  but  the 
reasons  given  at  election  time  for  oppos- 
ing his  election  are  that  he  is  not  fully 
qualified  for  the  position  at  this  time,  and 
that  Mr.  Curtis  cannot  believe  that  Mr. 
Thompson  realizes  what  lies  before  him 
if  elected.  Mr.  Curtis  also  appears  to 
decide  for  Mr.  Thompson  that  he  has  not 
time  to  attend  properly  to  the  duties  of 
the  office. 

Let  us  turn  back  now  and  see  how  the 
December  explanation  relates  to  Mr.  Cur- 
tis' declaration  that  he  neither  tries  nor 


desires  to  "  run  "  the  itssociation.  What 
dues  the  statement  that  he  could  not  sup- 
port .Mr.  Thomi)Son  l)ecause  he  was  at 
present  committed  to  the  candidacy  of 
Mr.  Richards,  was  committed  to  the  can- 
didacy of  Mr.  Cleveland  to  succeed  Uich- 
ards,  should  the  latter  i)c  elected,  and 
was  more  or  Ic^s  committed  to  ihe  candi- 
dacy of  Mr.  I>'ishel,  "  when  it  seems  the 
right  thing  to  elect  him,"  signify,  if  it 
does  not  signify  that  Mr.  Curtis  had 
l)lanned  that,  so  far  as  he  could  bring  it 
aboin.,  the  ollice  of  president  should  be 
held  by  Richards,  Cleveland,  and  Fishel 
in  the  order  named?  Mr.  Itichards  could 
have  a  year —  two  if  he  was  good.  Then 
if  Mr.  Cleveland  wanted  it,  the  next  term 
was  his  chance.  If  he  came  out  as  a  can- 
didate then  he  could  have  Mr.  (Juitis' 
support.  If  elected,  he  could  have  the 
ollice  for  one  year  or  two,  as  the  case 
might  be.  Mr.  Fishel's  second  term  on 
the  executive  board  would  be  nearing  its 
end  then.  Aflo.r  Mr.  l<"ishel,  we  may  rea- 
sonal)ly  conclude  from  the  two  explana- 
tions, Mr.  Thompson  might  have  had  a 
place  in  tliis  S(;heme  of  tilings,  provided 
that  in  the  meantime  he  had  faithfully 
attended  A.  P.  A.  meetings,  and  in  other 
ways  had  satisfied  Mr.  Curtis  that  be  was 
fully  qualified. 

Mr.  Thompson  did  not  acquiesce  in 
this  arrangement.  He  had  reason  to  be- 
lieve that  a  large  proportion  of  the  mem- 
bers favored  his  candidacy  this  year,  did 
not  care  a  hang  whether  he  had  attended 
one  meeting  or  twenty,  and  were  willing 
to  assume  that  he  could  decide  for  himself 
whether  he  could  look  after  the  duties  of 
tlie  oftice  if  elected.  The  result  was  in 
his  favor. 

I  can  understand  that  the  election  of 
Mr.  Thompson  under  such  circumstances 
might  make  Mr.  Curtis  feel  for  a  brief 
time  that  lie  did  not  want  to  run  the  as- 
sociation ;  but  I  think  that  there  are  not 
merely  a  few,  but  a  great  many  who,  like 
myself,  attach  more  importance  to  the 
admission  that  Mr.  Curtis  was  arranging 
his  presidential  dynasty  for  years  ahead, 
than  to  his  assertion  that  he  does  not 
want  to  control  the  association  or  any 
part  of  its  work.  We  have  to  consider 
this,  too,  in  connection  with  other  facts 
bearing  upon  the  question.  When  a  man, 
after  between  seven  and  eight  years  in 
oflice  in  the  association,  asks  to  have  an 
employee  elected  to  succeed  him  on  the 
executive  board  of  the  association,  an- 
other employee  being  also  a  member  of 
the  board  as  president  of  a  branch,  and 
this  same  man  publicly  states  that  he  is 
"committed"  to  a  succession  of  candi- 
dates for  the  presidency  of  the  associa- 
tion, he  must  excuse  a  good  many  people 
for  declining  to  be  assured  tliat  he  is  not 
trying  to  run  the  association  as  far  as  cir- 
cumstances permit.  I  think  it  will  also 
have  to  be  admitted  that  the  general 
opinion  of  those  who  have  attended  A. 
P.  A.  meetings  and  followed  A.  P.  A. 
affairs  in  the  poultry  press,  is  that  no 
man  in  the  association  has  ever  so  jier- 
sistently  sought  to  have  his  own  way,  or 
so  intolerantly  treated  all  opposition  to 
his  wishes.  The  evidence  of  a  desire  to 
boss  the  A.  P.  A.  in  general  and  in  detail 
in  the  past  is  so  overwhelming  that  it 
prevents  accepting  the  disclaimer  of  de- 
sire to  do  so  as  applying  to  the  past;  but 
I  am  sure  that  a  very  large  section  of  the 
association  is  more  than  ready  to  welcome 
it  as  applying  to  the  future. 


Judges  for  Greater  New  York  Fair 
Shows  —  Aug-ust,  1913. 


Superintendent  John  A.  Murkin,  of 
the  Greater  New  York  Fair  and  Expo- 
sition Shows,  scheduled  for  August,  1913, 
announces  the  following  judges:  J.  H. 
Drevenstedt,  Chas.  D.  Cleveland,  W.  H. 
Card,  J.  Harry  Wolsiefler,  H.  C.  Dipple, 
G.  D.  Tiliey,  H.  P.  Clarke,  Arthur  (). 
Schilling,  (ieo.  L.  Young,  \V.  J.  Stanton, 
and  Geo.  Ewald.  Several  other  judges 
will  likely  be  appointed  later.  Mr.  Chas. 
Rape,  of  Fort  Wayne,  Ind.,  has  been  ap- 
pointed assistant  superintendent.  Appli- 
cations for  premium  lists  are  coming  in 
from  all  over  the  country,  and  the  Greater 
New  York  Fair  Shows  promise  to  eclipse 
anything  of  the  kind  ever  held  in  the 
Qnited  States.  For  information,  premium 
lists,  entry  blanks,  etc.,  address  John  A. 
Murkin,  Superintendent  Poultry  Depart- 
ment, Heidelberg  Building,  Broadway 
and  42d  St.,  New  York  City,  N.  Y. 


Of  Interest  to  Poultry  Raisers 


TRADE  MAIIH 


Edison  "Two-in-One"  Poultry  Grit 

Increases  Egg  Production 
Insures  Healthy  Poultry 

HeliiK  almost  imro  Curboimti- of  Inline  fiii  iilshcn  all 
iiecesHary  material  for  Makiiic  Kcc  Slii*lls. 

BuliiK   Hiii'il   ami  Slinrp,  (iriiids  the  Fooil. 

Ciuslied  Korlf  ami  Oyster  .Sliells,  used  separatoly, 
no  Ioniser  necessary. 

KdiKoii  "Two-ill -One"  xolves  tlio  |ii'<>1>leiii. 

For  descriptive  Uoolilet,  etc.,  address, 

THE  EDISON  PORTLAND  CEMENT  CO., 

you  ,St.  JaintiH  H'lil':;.  Ni  \\  Vork  City,  N.  Y, 


$3,000  $3,000 


IN 


POULTRY  PREMIUMS 

OFFERED  FOR 

AUGUST  25-30  at 

THE  FOREST  CITY  fM  t 

I     CLEVELAND,  OHIO.    II  \ 


Complete  ckissilU-aUon.  No  \  jii  lely  sli«lihMl. 
Comijeteiit  .imlt'es  lor  eiithe  show.  Kiiliy 
fee  25  eeiiU  sint^leri  ami  palr-s;  Du  ceiity  pens. 
The  Forest  CJty  Fair  is  one  of  the  liKI  l''alj-8. 
Live  .Stork  and  I'oultiy  I'n-inlnms  tCD.dOO. 
List  is  ready  ami  will  he  maileil  on  leei'ipt 
of  retiiiest. 

H.  J.  KLINE,  General  M'g'r. 

Oftiees  10.">0-.";4  Leader-News  It'lifj.'. 
Cle\'el;»iid,  Olini. 


Half  Price 

Day-Old 
Chicks, 
8-weeks 
old 

Chicks, 
Hatching 
Eggs 


PITTSF 

310 


Second  niiclsuiiimer  sale 
liegan  June  15th  (Jnly  1st 
for  eight-weeks-old  chicks) 
Prices  cut  in  two  up  to  Sep- 
tember l.st.  100  day -old 
chicks  and  eggs  for  the 
price  of  fifty.  Pittsfield 
strain  is  the  strongest,  ear- 
liest niatuiing,  best  laying 
Rocks  grown.  Von  need 
this  blood  in  your  flocks. 
Write  for  complete  summer 
price  list. 

lELD  POULTRY  FARM  CO. 

Main  .St.,  Villsliel.l,  II. line. 


FEED 

More  Phosphorus  and  Less  Protein! 

^'Hen-o-la"  Dry  Mash 

Fed  in  conjunction  with 

Hen-e-ta  and  "Succulenta 

Requires  Absolutely  Nothing  Else 

Because  the  three  make  a  coinplcle  balayical 
ration,  rich  in  pliosphorus. 

The  Lack  of  Stamina  and  Vitality 

In  the  birds  is  the  cause  of  9.S''j  of  llie  fail- 
ures in  the  poultry  business.  Therefore  see 
to  it  that  you  are  one  of  the  successlut  5;.^  tliis 
year  by  putting  your  birds  on  this  economic- 
al scientific  liorse.  sense  system  that  pnniiiri's 
Stamina  and  Vitality;  convince  yourself  by 
giving  it  a  thorough  trial. 

Let  us  send  you  report  from  a  leading  ex- 
periment station  that  has  fed  31,500  lbs. 
"Hen-e-ta"  during  the  past  four  years  and 
is  still  feeding  same. 

The  above  system  makes  poultry-keeping 
wonderfully  simple  and  cheap. 

If  your  dealer  will  not  supply  you,  please 
write  us  for  full  information  and  prices  on 
"Hen-e-ta,"  "Hen-o-la"  Dry  Mash  and 
"Succulenta"  tablets— green  food  substitute. 

Valuable  Booklets  Free 
If  you  wilt  give  us  your  dealer's  name  and  arUlre?^. 

HEN-E-TA  BONE  CO. 

Newark,  N.  J.    Dept.  E  ,  Fleminglon,  W.  Va. 


To  say,  when  writing  advertisers,  "SAW  AD.  IN  FARM-POULTRY,"  will  benefit  you— please  them— and  help  us. 
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JULY 


Mr.  Curtis  Lights  the  Pipe  of  Peace. 


SINCE  the  foregoing  article  was  put 
in  type  the  A  merkfin  Poultry  World 
for  June  has  been  received.'and  I 
find  in  it  a  somewhat  different  state- 
ment in  regard  to  Mr.  Curtis'  attitude  to- 
ward presidential  candidates  in  the  recent 
election.  Like  the  statement  in  the  li.  P. 
,/.,  tliia  must  be  judged  in  the  light  of 
otlier  articles  relating  to  the  same  sub- 
ject, and  especially  of  the  editorial  in  the 
A.  P.  ir.  for  April,  from  which  I  have 
quoted.  Considered  thus,  the  facts  which 
Mr.  Curtis  cites  do  not  bear  the  interpre- 
tations that  he  puts  upon  them  —  and  no 
others;  but  I  have  no  desire  to  go  into 
the  extended  statement  of  the  matter 
which  would  show  this.  Those  whose  in- 
terest in  the  points  at  issue  is  great  enough 
can  read  the  whole  thing  in  both  papers 
and  form  their  own  conclusions. 

What  Mr.  Curtis  particularly  resents  is 
the  campaign  against  Mr.  Kiciiards  as 
his  candidate.  But  it  was  hia  own  action 
and  the  response  of  Mr.  Kichards,  and 
his  very  impolitic  pubHcation  of  the  cor- 
respondence, that  gave  grounds  (which  I 
think  most  people  will  admit  were  suf- 
ficient grounds)  for  considering  Richards 
the  Curtis  canchdate;  and  the  political 
use  that  was  made  of  the  situation  was 
perfectly  legitimate. 

But  even' if  it  were  not,  Mr.  Curtis  is 
the  last  man  in  the  association  who  could 
consistently  complain  of  being  made  a 
victim  of  misrepresentation,  for  it  was  he 
who,  in  1910,  when  he  was  last  a  candi- 
date for  office,  tilled  both  his  papers  with 
stories,  which  had  no  foundation  what- 
ever, of  a  "  coni-piracy "  by  Theodore 
Hewes  and  other  persons  not"  named,  to 
secure  control  of  the  association.  He 
alleged  that  the  first  move  of  the  con- 
spirators was  to  defeat  himself  and  the 
two  other  candidates  for  the  executive 
board  he  favored,  and  intimated  that  the 
next  step  would  be  to  oust  Secretary 
Campbell.  After  the  election  he  pub- 
lished a  statement  that  was  virtually  an 
admission  that  the  conspiracy  charge  was 
made  to  stir  up  interest  in  the  election. 
This  will  be  found  in  tlie  Reliable  Poultry 
Jot(/7K!/ for  May,  1910. 

What  interests  me  most,  however,  in 
the  American  Poultry  World'.<!  discussion 
of  the  election  results,  is  the  editorial  en- 
titled "Now  Give  Editor  Robinson  a 
Chance  to  Show  the  Stufl'  He's  Made  Of," 
in  which  I  am  accredited  with  having 
taken  "  a  prominent  part  in  the  election 
of  Mr.  Thompson ;  ' '  the  result  is  de- 
scribed as  "Editor  Robinson's  more  or 
less  personal  triumph,"  and  various  sug- 
gestions are  given  to  the  poultry  public  in 
general  and  to  Mr.  Thompson  and  myself 
in  particular  as  to  how  "substantial  good 
may  result  "  from  the  calamities  of  this 
election.  He  describes  me  as  one  who 
"  in  lime  past  has  been  a  pretty  severe 
critic  of  the  association,"  then  goes  on  to 
say:  "Repeatedly  he  has  oti'ered  amend- 
ments to  the  constitution  with  a  view  to 
inaugurating  changes  tliat  he  believed 
wouUl  benefit  the  organization  and  the 
important  industry  it  is  endeavoring  to 
promote.  As  a  rule,  his  proposed  amend- 
ments have  been  rejected,  but  now  he 
ought  to  be  given  a  better  opportunity  to 
put  his  ideas  into  practice,  provided  they 
meet  with  the  approval  of  President-elect 
Thompson  and  a  majority  of  the  active 
membership  of  the  association." 

Then  after  reviewing  the  history  of  the 
present  constitution,  alluding  to  various 
changes  of  conditions  since  it  was  adopted, 
and  expressing  tlie  opi.iion  that  the  con- 
stitution has  been  outgrown,  he  says: 
"Editor  Robinson  has  criticized  repeat- 
edly the  present  constitution  of  A.  P.  A. 
in  a  number  of  its  basic  principles,  and 
we  think  that  he  should  now  be  invited 
by  President  elect  Thompson  to  prepare 
and  submit,  at  his  convenience,  a  better 
plan  of  procedure  and  development,  or 
should  at  least  be  asked  to  serve  as  the 
chairman  of  a  committee  that  will  per- 
form the  work  which  it  was  hoped  the 
committee  of  three  would  do  that  was 
appointed  at  St.  Louis  in  1910. 

' '  That  the  present  plan  of  conducting 
the  otficial  business  of  A.  P.  A.,  and  of 
promoting  branch  organization  work,  can 
and  should  be  much  improved,  is  clearly 
evident  to  the  minds  of  the  well  informed 
—  to  close  observers  who  are  in  touch 
with  poultry  conditions  and  poultry  op- 
portunities throughout  the  United  States 


and  Canada.  Important  changes  should 
be  made  in  the  constitution  as  it  now 
exists,  and  a  number  of  additions  can  l>e 
made  to  advantage  —  additions  that  will 
enable  the  a.ssociation  and  its  numerous 
branches  to  benefit  by  tlie  new  and  larger 
opportunities  which  now  exist.  It  is  full 
time  to  plan  and  work  for  a  still  greater 
progress.  We  hope  that  .Messrs.  Thomp- 
son and  Robinson  will  re-read  this  para- 
graph, and  we  should  be  glad  indeed  to 
learn  later  on  that  they  entertain  tlie 
same  view  of  the  situation." 

Then,  apparently  overlooking  the  fact 
that  I  am  not  gifted  with  his  surpassing 
energy.  Editor  Curtis  lays  out  some  more 
work  and  gives  his  reasons  for  the  double 
stint  as  follows:  "There  is  another  way 
in  which  Editor  Robinson  can  be  of  ser- 
vice to  A.  P.  A.  and  the  general  poultry 
industry  in  the  near  luture.  At  Nsishville 
last  August  a  resolution  was  adopted 
which  provides  for  the  preparation  and 
publication  of  an  A.  P.  A.  text  book  to 
be  used  for  teaching  elementary  poultry 
culture  in  the  public  schools.  The  poul- 
try instructor  who  introduced  this  resolu- 
tion did  not  express  a  wish  to  prepare 
the  text  and  to  decide  on  the  illustrations 
for  the  book,  and  we  have  been  told  since 
that  he  does  not  care  to  do  the  actual 
work. 

"Mr.  Robinson  has  written  a  number 
of  books  similar  in  kind  and  purpose, 
although  of  a  more  elaborate  cha'acter, 
and  we  are  sincere  in  saying  that  w^e  do 
not  know  of  a  man  in  the  association 
who  is  better  qualified  to  handle  this  im- 
portant and  none  too  easy  task.  In  our 
best  judgment  it  is  time  that  the  foremost 
'  critics  of  the  association  were  put  to 
work  and  given  all  the  chance  in  the 
world  to  show  what  they  can  do  in  behalf 
of  the  organization.  "We  do  not  know  of 
a  better  way  to  keep  them  profitably  em- 
ployed and  to  stop  their  'knocking.' 

"It  is  an  unclean  bird  that  fouls  its 
own  nest,  so  the  saying  goes,  and  it  is 
highly  probable  that  if  Editor  Robinson 
once  gets  thoroughly  into  A.  P.  A.  work 
he  will  have  a  better  understanding  of 
the  difficulties  that  exist  and  more  respect 
for  the  men  who,  during  the  last  six  or 
eight  years,  have  tried  hard  to  keep  things 
moving  in  the  right  direction  and  on  the 
up  grade.  No  doubt  these  men  will  be 
mightily  pleased  to  see  Mr.  Robinson's 
talent  and  energies  devoted  to  truly  con- 
structive work  that  will  benefit  the  Amer- 
ican Poultry  Association  and  the  great 
industry  it  is  seeking  to  promote. 

"All  of  which  is  submitted  in  good 
faith  and  with  the  best  wishes  for  Mr. 
Robinson's  success  in  these  lines  of  per- 
sonal honor  and  public  benefit." 

From  this  it  appears  that  after  getting 
the  campaign  soreness  out  of  his  system 
by  writing  the  articles  explaining  his  atti- 
tude in  it  and  in  general,  Mr.  Curtis 
gracefully  accepts  the  verdict  of  the  elec- 
tion as  an  indication  that  a  majority 
(small,  to  be  sure,  but  still  a  majority)  of 
the  membere  are  with  those  who  opposed 
him,  announces  that  he  believes  that 
those  who  have  been  most  active  in  op- 
position to  the  existing  state  of  affairs 


.should  nuu  f)e  railed  upon  tu  develop 
legislation  that  would  improve  conditions, 
and  assures  them  that  his  best  wishes  will 
go  with  their  efforts. 

This  is  handsomely  done  and  well  said, 
and  as  far  as  I  am  concerned  personally, 
I  can  .say  that,  having  briefly  said  my 
say  in  regard  to  the  complaints  about 
election  matters,  I  can  pass  over  and  for- 
get the  few  things  in  this  last  article  to 
which  I  might  under  other  circumstances 
take  exception,  and  assure  Mr.  Curtis 
and  whoever  else  is  interested  in  the  mat- 
ter, that  I  take  his  suggestions,  as  a  whole, 
in  the  spirit  in  which  they  are  oti'ered,  as 
an  indication  of  his  desire  that  tliose  in 
the  association  who  have  Jiflered  radi- 
cally in  regard  to  some  of  its  policies 
shall  get  together  for  a  forward  move- 
ment, the  critics  of  the  present  constitu- 
tion to  be  assigned  the  duty  of  formu- 
lating plans  for  the  consideration  of  the 
association. 

Whether  any  part  of  such  work  would 
be  assigned  tome,  or — if  assigned — would 
be  accepted,  is  a  matter  there  is  no  occa- 
sion to  discuss  at  present,  and  I  am  dis- 
posed to  take  Mr.  Curtis'  suggestion  in 
regard  to  that  as  an  indication  of  the 
measure  of  his  own  readiness  to  co-oper- 
ate with  those  with  whom  he  has  been 
more  or  less  at  odds  rather  than  as  imply- 
ing that  my  services  would  have  any 
unique  value. 

With  regard  to  the  preparation  of  a 
school  text  book  to  be  published  by  the 
association,  I  could  not  consider  that  at 
all  because  of  arrangements  made  long 
ago  with  an  educational  publishing  house 
for  a  series  of  poultry  text  books  for 
school  and  college  use.  While  that  fact 
might  be  taken  as  biasing  my  view  of  the 
matter,  I  think  that  the  A.  P.  A.  was 
not  well  advised  when  it  undertook  a 
school  text  book ;  and  I  am  not  at  all 
surprised  that  the  instructor  who  intro- 
duced the  resolution  did  not  want  to  do 
the  work.  Anyone  who  can  prepare  a 
text  book  that  can  hold  a  place  in  the 
schools,  can  get  a  great  deal  more  for  his 
work  by  placing  it  in  the  hands  of  a  pub- 
lisher of  educational  books.  It  is  very 
doubtful  whether  the  A.  P.  A  can  sell 
such  a  book  and  make  anything  on  it. 
Competing  with  school  book  publishers 
who  are  in  touch  with  their  trade  is  quite 
a  different  thing  from  selling  Standards. 

In  conclusion,  I  am  loth  to  say  —  yet  it 
must  be  said,  that  I  cannot  hold  out  any 
hope  to  anyone  that  by  putting  me,  or 
any  other  critic  of  its  affairs,  to  work, 
the  association  can  stop  the  kind  of 
"knocking"  in  which  we  indulge.  If 
there  are  wrong  conditions,  there  will  be 
criticism,  and  I  know"  of  no  surer  way  to 
make  one  who  is  indifi'erent  to  these  con- 
ditions a  "  knocker"  than  by  giving  him 
work  where  he  finds  that  the  conditions 
interfere  with  his  efforts.  That  is  the 
principal  reason  that,  as  more  people  en- 
gage in  the  work  of  the  organization,  the 
tribe  of  "knockers"  increases.  If  the 
present  generation  of  "knockers"  should 
work  out  a  plan  for  the  A.  P.  A.,  and  it 
should  prove  unsaiisfactory,  they  will  be 
found  "  knocking  "  those  who  oppose 
changes  in  it.  Whether  you  are  a  kno(^ker 
or  a  constructive  critic  all  depends  upon 
the  point  of  view. 


Brown  Leghorns  vs.  Indian  Runners. 


WE  HAVE  been  keeping  Runners 
for  three  years  as  a  matter  of 
experiment,  and  we  have  been 
very  much  interested  in  them. 
We  have  convinced  ourselves  that  these 
binls  are  not  as  protitaljle  for  the  average 
poultry  keeper  as  hens.   The  eggs  laid  by 


Runners  are  very  nearly 


heavier  than 


those  laid  by  hens,  but  they  do  not  com- 
manil  any  higher  price  than  hen  eggs,  so 
there  is  no  reason  for  producing  them. 
This  year  we  have  been  keeping  a  pen  of 
Penciled  Runners  and  a  pen  of  Fawn  and 
White  side  by  side,  giving  them  the  same 
treatment  in  every  way  as  to  feeding, 
watering,  and  general  care.  On  the  same 
place,  we  have  been  keeping  a  pen  of 
Brow  11  Leghorns.  There  are  exactly  the 
same  number  of  Leghorns  and  Runners, 
counting  both  varieties  of  the  ducks. 

The  leghorns  began  laying  in  the  spring 
before  the  Runners  ilid ;  they  have  luiil 
almost  exactly  the  same  number  of  eggs 
that  the  two  pens  of  ducks  have.  All 


Classified 
Advertise=  * 
ments.  ji 

BANTAMS. 


the  fowls  have  been  fed  very  regularly, 
and  the  ducks  have  eaten  more  feed  every 
day  than  the  hens  have,  as  would  be 
natural,  because  in  order  to  produce  big 
eggs  weighing  around  ;12  ounces  to  the 
dozen,  more  feed  is  required  than  to  pro- 
duce the  same  nuudier  of  eggs  that  weigh 
24  or  L'o  ounces  to  the  dozen.  There  is 
not  much  ditlerence  in  the  weight  of  the 
Leghorns  and  the  Runners,  so  the  feed 
required  to  keep  the  two  diflerent  kinds 
of  fowls  going  without  considering  the 
requirements  for  the  production  of  eggs 
should  not  be  very  great.  In  this  experi- 
ence we  are  not  alone. —  Miller  Pievis, 
in  Poultry  Life. 


"Some  men  like  to  brair  about  their 
wealth." 

"  What's  the  matter  now?  " 

"  Bartlt-tt  stop|>eil  me  yesterday  to  tell 
me  (irondly  that  be  has  hens  in  his  back- 
yard that  are  still  laying  eggs." — Ex. 


LACK  Tailed  Japanese  Bantanis.  Stock,  e^^s. 
Buttonwood  Poultry  Yard^,  S.  Sw^irisea,  Mass.  3-9 


DUCKS. 


BKLLA  VI.STA  FAK.M  Ini|ieiial  Mammoth 
Pekio  ducks:  wiriot-rs  at  .Mailison  Square  Gar- 
den aud  Stamford.  Conn.  Ekks  for  tiatcliint;,  per 
12.  Bella  Vista  Farm,  Greeowlch,  Coon.  4-1 

QTYLISH  WHITE  RUNNERS.  Eggs.  13  and 
lo   is  per  dozen.  Miss  Little.  Clyde,  N.  Y. 


GUINEAS. 

PEARL  GUINEA.S— Paii-s,  $2  to  $1: 15  eeee.  $2. 
Farm  reared  and  verv  tame. 

Miss  Little.  Clyde.  N.  Y. 


HOUDANS. 


H 


OL'l>ANS.     Proprietor  of  all  of  Petersen's. 
Book  20c.   Dr.  Wight,  Bolster's  Mills,  Me.  7-3 


JAVAS. 


BLACK  JATAS  —  Wi1te  for  catalogue  before 
buying  stock  or  esgs.   Best  stock  In  the  coun- 
try. G.  M.  Mathews,  Brocton,  N.  V. 


LANCSHANS. 


ROBINSON  S  LANGSHANS  win,  lay,  sat- 
isfy.  J.  F.  Robluson,  So.  Weymouth.  Mass.  7-2 


MiNORCAS. 


B 


L.\CK  MINORCA  eggs  $3  per  slL:  cockerels. 
R.  Story,  187  Arlington  Ave.,  Brooklyn,  N.  Y. 


ORPtNCTONS. 


RO.se  C03IB  Buff.  Blai-k  and  White  Orping- 
tons; Madison  Square,  Boston  and  Providence 
Hinnert.   Stock  and  eggs  for  sale. 

Cbispa  Farm,  Melrose  Highlands,  Mass. 


PLYMOUTH  ROCKS. 

"VJ'OYES  BUFF  ROCKS.  Best  eggs  half  price, 
Sl.oO  per  15.   90  p-r  cent  fertile.    Only  two 
pens  V  best).   Noyes,  Box  273,  Xew  London,  Conu. 


"^T-EARLING  hens:  W.  P.  Kocks:  thoroughbreds 
1  good  layers,  $1  each.  Four  yearling  cock  birds, 
breeders.  $2  each.   Chas.  Gelbel,  Sheffield,  Mass.  7-1 


POULTRY  FARMS. 


o 


NE  MAN  poultry  plant,  fully  equipped  with 
stock,  for  sale.   Poultry,  liast  Berlin,  Conn.  7-2 


PRINTING 


PRINTING  for  Poultryraen:  fine  cuts  used; 
Siimples  free.   Mention  your  breed. 

W.  A.  Bode,  Fairhaven,  Pa. 

POULTRY  NEAYS,  Newark,  X.  J.,  prints  for 
poultrymen;  good  work.   Mention  breed.  3-6 


RHODE  ISLAND  REDS. 


OI,l>  Ai'RES  SrH.AIN  Rhode  Island  Heds. 
W  inners  at  Mailison  Square  :hh1  Boston  for 
Vi';irs.  We  can  supply  you  w  ith  exlitbition  stock  and 
Lireodere.    Ilutchiug  eggs  and  chicks  in  season. 

Wni.  C.  Sleiihens,  Mgr.,  Foxboro,  Mass. 


SEA  SHELLS. 


O  SHELLS  Foil  POl!LTRY— the  best  grit 
to  known.  We  have  tlrst  class  stock  on  hand:  Sl.v5 
per  bbl.:  5  libl.  lots  at  ¥5. 

The  Kiinwies- Lombard  Co.,  Guilford,  Conn. 
The  old  reliable  dealers. 


^ili  Rats  &  Mice  by  Science  ^ 


HARMIESS  TO  POULTRY  DOMESTIC  ANIMALS  AND  MAN 


To  say.  when  writlns  advertisers,  "SAW  AD.  IN  FARM-POULTRY,"  wUI  benefit  you— please  them-and  help  ua. 
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The  Use  and  Abuse  of  Intensive 

Methods. 


R.  MILO  HASTINGS,  in  the  first 
of  a  series  of  articles  upon  "Five 
'ears  of  Kxjierinient  Station 
Worl<,"  in  Ponltnj,  (IVotone, 
111. )  expresses  his  <lissatisfaction  with  iny 
attitude  toward  intensive  poultry  koepinj;, 
as  he  observes  it  in  "Principles  and  i'rac- 
tice  of  Poultry  Culture."  The  occasion 
for  alluding  to  tiie  matter  is  the  fact  that 
the  book  is  used  as  an  ajjrii  iiltural  coUej^e 
text  book,  and  the  agricultural  colleges 
are  educating  the  men  who  teach  poultry 
culture  anil  conduct  [)oultry  investiga- 
tions at  the  experiment  stations.  It  ap- 
pears that  from  Mr.  Hastings'  point  of 
view,  the  educators  and  investigators  are 
bad  enough,  but  "  the  most  forceful  pres- 
entation" of  the  ideas  that  they  propagate 
that  are  objectionable  to  him  is  in  my 
book,  which  he  describes  as  "wonderfully 
complete  :nu\  (jbstiiiately  accurate  as  to 
everything  except  the;  poultry  industry  of 
the  Pacific  coast  (of  whi(^h  the  writer 
confesses  his  ignorance  in  a  foot  note.") 
Apparently  the  exception  covers  some 
other  things,  for  the  next  paragraph 
reads:  "With  unruHled  calm  this  written- 
for-eternity  text  book  passes  over  Philo 
and  all  his  imitators  with  a  three  line  foot 
note.  The  dominant  prejudice  of  the 
book  seems  to  be  a  resolution  not  to 
recognize  as  real  anything  that  lias  not 
ten  years  of  success  back  of  its  claims. 
AVe  presume  it  is  on  this  basis  tl)at  the 
baby  chick  trade,  custom  hatching,  the 
largi'  Hock  brooding  method,  the  large 
room  and  large  Hock  leghorn  egg  farm- 
ing method,  and  the  pipe  brooding  sys- 
tems with  the  pipes  beneath  the  Hoor  are 
all  omitted."  But  Mr.  Hastings  seems 
willing  to  overlook  the  omissions  in  this 
list,  because  "such  characteristics  are  per- 
fectly right  and  proper  in  a  textbook." 

And  still  he  laments  that  "  Robinson's 
book  will  undoubteilly  have  a  vast  influ- 
ence on  the  minds  of  young  college  poul- 
trymen.  It  will  inspire  dignity,  rever- 
ence, and  mental  calm,  and  squelch  ef- 
fectively the  fires  of  enthusiasm  and  the 
ravages  of  the  hen  fever."  Contemplat- 
ing the  possibility  of  such  a  catastrophe, 
Mr.  nestings  exclaims:  "  I  believe  it  is 
just  here  that  tlie  worm  will  turn.  Upon 
this  enduring  foundation  of  conservatism 
will  be  built  a  superstructure  of  knowl- 
edge which  may  yet  make  possible  the 
very  type  of  poultry  culture  recently  dis- 
covered to  be  unsound.  I  may  be  dead 
wrong,  but  I  believe  that  the  desire  to 
keep  a  few  hens  and  eat  the  eggs,  con- 
cerning which  one  has  heard  announcing 
cackles,  will  l)e  more  easily  and  more 
profitably  gratified  in  the  future  than  in 
the  past.  I  expect  tliis  change  to  come 
about  in  the  centralizing  of  the  equip- 
ment requiring  functions  of  batching, 
brooding,  (and  even  breeding),  and  also 
by  the  sale  ready  to  use  of  complete  and 
lalior  saving  poultry  "plantlets." 

"Neither,"  he  continues,  "do  I  believe 
the  last  word  has  been  said  on  poultry 
factories.  These  bugaboo  laws  of  nature 
have  not  yet  proven  that  there  is  any- 
thing biologically  or  economically  un- 
sound about  the  poultry  factory,  but 
merely  that  without  a  knowledge  of  poul- 
try biology  and  poultry  economics  a  poul- 
try plant  is  not  a  poultry  plant,  but 
merely  a  (congested  poultry  farm.  Nature 
worship  is  safe,  lint  not  ultimate.  All 
factory  industries  were  once  agricultural. 
One  by  one  they  entereil  the  factory 
regime  of  organized  and  specialized  pro- 
duction as  men  mastered  the  factors  of 
that  particulai-  type  of  production.  Until 
we  can  see  the  grouml  contamination 
wriggle  under  a  microscope,  write  the 
chemical  formula  for  chick  vitality,  and 
resolve  the  elemen-ts  of  personal-atten- 
tion-to-details  with  a  kinetograjjh,  we 
must  continue  to  respect  these  liuiiting 
laws  of  nature,  which  we  know  now 
chiefly  by  their  mastery  of  us.  Later, 
we  will  master  them  and  make  chickens 
as  imperso*al  as  we  makeJjeer." 

Inasmuch  as  Mr.  Hastings  says  that  it 
was  perfectly  right  to  pass  over  these 
matters  in  a  text  book,  he  and  I  cannot 
quarrel  over  their  omission  from  the  book 
mentioned.  I  might  take  exception  to 
the  form  of  some  of  his  statements.  For 
instance:  I  did  not  "  confess  ignorance  " 
of  conditions  in  Petaluma.    What  I  said 


in  the  note  referred  to  was  that  not  being 
IM  i-.-iiDKilli/  (tctiudluli'd  with  the  district,  1 
could  make  no  positive  statements  as  to 
conditions  there,  as  I  could  —  and  did  — 
with  regard  to  other  places  under  dis('us- 
siou.  The  accounts  of  "The  Way  it  is 
Done  In  Petaluma,"  which  have  been 
appearing  in  the  IMalaind  J'otdU-ij  Joiir- 
iKii  for  about  a  year  past,  confirm  the 
opinions  I  expressed. 

The  point  that  it  is  worth  while  to  dis- 
cuss is  the  true  status  of  intensive  meth- 
ods. Assuming  that  my  text  book  de- 
serves to  be  described  as  a  feature  in  an 
"  enduring  foundation  of  conservatism," 
it  seems  to  me  that  Mr.  Hastings  and 
others  whose  enthusiasm  takes  the  direo 
tion  of  eflbrts  to  develop  intensive  meth- 
ods ought  to  begin  their  measures  to  pro- 
mote their  ideas  by  very  carefully  con- 
sidering the  limitations  upon  intensive 
methods  whic'h  experience  has  indicated. 
It  is  the  fault,  not  only  of  those  who  ad- 
vocate intensive  methods  and  various 
features  of  intensive  methods,  but  of  peo- 
ple promoting  all  kinds  of  interests,  that 
they  are  too  often  not  willing  to  see  that 
their  interest,  or  their  idea,  is  not  the 
whole  thing.  They  want  everything  else 
to  give  way  to  it.  They  are  not  willing 
that  it  should  occupy  merely  the  place 
that  suits  it,  or  be  accepted  by  the  people 
who  like  it;  but  they  want  everything 
else  pushed  ofi'  the  earth,  and  the  entire 
scheme  of  things  reorganized  to  suit  what 
remains. 

Too  often  the  promoter  of  a  breed  of 
fowls,  or  ducks,  is  not  satisfied  to  push 
them  on  a  plain  and  truthful  statement  of 
their  merits,  but  must  exaggerate  their 
virtues  and  cry  down  others,  and  try  to 
persuade  everyone  that  they  are  the  only 
kind  worth  keeping.  So  the  manufac- 
turer of  an  appliance  is  too  often  not  sat- 
isfied to  sell  his  goods  only  where  they 
are  really  needed  —  to  put  them  in  their 
own  place;  but  wants  everyone  to  buy 
them.  Then  comes  the  man  with  a  sys- 
tem of  intensive  poultry  keeping,  which 


is  a  most  excellent  thing  if  used  right 
and  in  the  right  place."  but  he  is  not  will- 
ing to  let  it  go  at  that  because  the  imme- 
diate sales  will  be  greater  if  the  impres- 
sion can  be  created  that  the  useful  field 
for  his  system  is  much  larger  than  it 
really  is.  Intensive  pf)ultry  keeping  is 
for  those  who  have  to  use  it  —  who  have 
not  room  to  use  any  other  system.  The 
scale  ui)on  which  it  can  be  maintaineti 
continuously  is  small  because  it  involves' 
a  great  amount  of  labor.  First  exjjeri- 
ences  with  intensive  methods  are  usually 
deceptive  as  to  their  actual  value,  because 
there  is  hardly  a  condition  all'ecting  re- 
sults that  is  the  same  during  the  first  six 
months  of  operations  as  it  will  be  after- 
wards. I  have  seen  men  encouraged  by 
the  results  of  their  first  efiorts  to  keej)  a 
few  pens  of  fowls  by  highly  intensive 
methods,  put  the  savings  of  years  into 
equipment  for  a  plant  on  an  ordiiuiry 
town  lot  from  which  they  expected  to 
make  a  living  from  (joultry.  They  thought 
they  were  safe  because  the  first  results 
came  according  to  expectation.  After 
their  money  is  gone,  and  it  is  too  late, 
they  learn  that  conservative  advice  is  the 
best  to  listen  to  when  you  are  taking  a 
step  you  cannot  retrace  —  especially  so  if 
you  cannot  aflbrd  to  take  a  wrong  step. 

Those  whose  business  is  built  upon  the 
patronage  of  people  who  use  intensive 
methods  ought  to  be  more  interested  than 
anyone  else  in  keeping  their  customers' 
enthusiasm  within  bounds.  There  is  no 
other  way  to  keep  the  customer  as  a  per- 
manent customer.  There  undoubtedly  is 
a  large  and  good  field  for  all  kinds  of 
business  catering  to  the  intensive  poultry 
keeper,  but  tho.se  who  undertake  to  build 
up  such  businesses  must  consider  the  lim- 
itations upon  the  scale  of  intensive  opera- 
tions, and  the  relations  of  intensive  to 
extensive  methods. 

There  are  certainly  great  numbers  of 
people  in  towns,  who  do  not  now  keep 
poultry,  who  could  profitably  keep  small 
flocks,  but  never  will  be  able  to  keep 
large  flocks  and  get  satisfactory  results. 
Further,  these  people  will  have  to  draw 
their  supplies  of  poultry  stock  regularly 
from  flocks  grown  under  better  con- 
ditions. Intensive  and  extensive  meth- 
ods must  complement  each  other. 


Fishy"  Storage  Egg  Stories. 


I 


N  TWO  exchanges  on  my  desk  today 
I  find  stories  based  upon  the  suppo- 
sition that  an  egg  that  once  gets  into 
cold  storage  is  likely  to  languish 
there  for  a  very  long  period,  and  that  eggs 
marked  by  a  producer  may  reach  the  con- 
sumer bearing  a  brand  which  reveals  the 
hoUowness  of  the  claim  that  eggs  are 
usually  withdrawn  from  storage  within  a 
few  months. 

One  of  these  stories  is  quite  romantic. 
The  Chicago  correspondent  of  a  London 
newspaper  sent  it  to  his  paper,  and  an 
English  poultry  paper  republished  it. 
Those  who  think  this  substantiates  a  story 
are  at  liberty  to  believe  that  the  daughter 
of  "  a  wealthy  Missouri  farmer"  wrote 
her  name  on  an  egg  sent  out  from  her 
father's  "  poultry  farm  "  in  the  autumn 
of  1911,  and  that  the  egg  happened  to  be 
purchased  by  an  eligible  man  at  New 
Ijondon,  Conn.,  more  than  a  year  later, 
with  the  result  that  a  correspondence 
terminating  in  a  marriage  followed. 

The  other  story  is  being  circulated 
among  some  of  our  farm  i)apers  which 
specialize  in  propagating  the  idea  that 
vniddlenjen  are  the  natural  enemies  of  the 
rest  of  mankind.  This  story  is  vouched 
for  by  one  J.  H.  Tubbs,  of  "Gage  Co.," 
Nebr.  He  declares  that:  "In  the  spring 
of  1911,  in  trying  to  build  up  a  private 
egg  trade,  we  made  a  practice  of  stamp- 
ing the  date  and  farm  name  on  every  egg. 
We  sold  our  surplus  to  the  produce  deal- 
ers, who  in  turn  sold  to  the  storage  peo- 
ple. During  the  first  week  of  this  month 
(March,  1913)  one  of  the  local  grocers, 
on  opening  a  case  of  storage  eggs,  found 
some  of  those  dated  eggs  of  ours." 

Maybe  he  did,  but  I  doubt  whether 
they  were  of  the  vintage  of  Pill.  It  is 
more  reasonable  to  suppo.=e  that  if  such 
eggs  were  found,  bearing  the  date,  tlie 
grocer  in  question  was  a  party  to  a  little 
joke  upon  the  said  .1.  H.  Tubbs.  It  is 
much  more  probable,  all  things  con- 
sidered, that  PtlL'  or  Pll:;')  eggs  were  given 


a  1911  date  than  that  1911  eggs  survived 
two  years  in  cold  storage. 

It  is  altogether  improbable  that  eggs 
bearing  dates  of  spring  of  1911  were 
allowed  to  go  into  storage.  It  would  not 
be  in  keeping  with  the  reputation  of  the 
cold  storage  man  for  worldly  wisdom.  It 
is  also  extremely  doubtful  about  the  pro- 
duce dealers  buying  stamped  eggs  to  sell 
and  letting  them  go  with  the  general 
receipts.  The  average  buyer  would  re- 
fuse to  take  such  a  surplus  stamped  and 
dated  unless  he  made  a  specialty  of  the 
eggs  marked.  The  way  it  looks  to  us, 
J.  H.  Tubbs  is  either  imposed  upon  or  an 
im  poster. 

Indian  Runner  Ducks  in  India. 

In  a  contribution  to  the  .lune  number 
of  the  Poulli-y  Item,  Mr.  Charles  Fraser, 
of  Marlton,  N.  J.,  pubHshes  a  letter 
which  he  says  he  recently  received  in  re- 
sponse to  an  inquiry.    It  reads: 

"  With  reference  to  your  letter  of  Dec. 
15th,  to  the  address  of  the  American  Con- 
sul (ien.,  Calcutta,  a  copy  of  which  has 
been  forwarded  to  me,  I  beg  to  say  thiil 
it  is  probable  that  the  word  '  Indian  ' 
Runner  Duck  is  a  misnomer  as  far  as  In- 
dia is  concerned.  There  are  ducks  in 
India  resembling  Indian  Runners,  but 
they  are  probably  descended  from  ini- 
ported  birds.  Nothing  in  the  nature  nt 
a  definite  breed  of  ducks  is  obtainable  in 
India,  as  there  are  as  yet  no  fanciers  «  h" 
have  taken  up  the  selection  of  birds  oi 
type.    I  am, 

Yours  truly, 
(Signed)  A.  C.  Doebs, 

Asst.  to  the  Agriculture  Adviser  of  the 
Government  of  India,  (Pusa,  Bengal.)" 


This  should  stop  the  months  of  tho.se 
who  have  been  circulating  the  absurd 
story  of  the  origin  in  India  of  ducks 
whii'h  reliable  European  authority  de- 
clared were  common  ducks  of  a  European 
country. 


POULTRY  PAPER 

STOCK   FOR  SALE. 

I  liave  for  sulo  the  mIhhvh  ..f  i  ■„Mii.i()n  sloc-k 

the  votltiif  Hlorlti  of  I'n.nial.l.-  I'oiiltry  I'„i,. 
lisIiiiiK  C...   I'ai-  »l()0.(«).   I'llce  S3(UIU  per  Hlmi" 

Hill  u|M>ii  <ir  iiililri'HH 
A\  .  'i.  I>  \\  \.«  n,.ii,.„n  St.,  Ho-^liMi,  MnsH. 

Buff  Wyandottes. 

Four  Hundred  Young  F.H.WILLIS 

Stock  connng  Along. 


Ideal"  Trap  Nests 


ill-.;  Diaclirjil  l„r  vol  .  Ciii  uliiis  ri<., 
I'UANK  %VKI.I,(,(>>IK,  Vai  in.Midi 


EIGHT  GAMES  FOR  TEN  CENTS. 

ClK'KH.  Vh-vU-v^,  K„x  .■,,K|  xi,,,.  „„.„^  Mon-ls. 

Authuis  liitnKlurf.jii  Oanic,  SpaulHli  Ci  Isiin,  Dom- 
inoes. A  whole  year-H  aiiiuKeiiieiit  and  the  whole 
thlni,'  tor  only  JO  i'eiits.  Send  today  and  Kct  all 
elKbt  games.  KUson  i>uiiton.  W.  Charleston,  Vt 


I  Can  Save  You  60^  on  All 

Incubators  and  Brooders 

I  liavp  thouKamlfl  of  e:itlEfl.'J  ciul.jnicrs  c>frywlntr. 
Thlfl  mcanH  1  can  hwy  luw  iu..l  roll  the  wuio  naj. 

THE  NEW  BUFFALO 

Incubator  is  jaet  ft»>out  l-'J  Ihc  prieo  that  vay  macbloo 
of  anythlDg  like  the  quhlltj  hu  ever  ■old  for  before. 
If  you  do  not  got  jourfl  you  are  n.cney  out  of  pocket 
unlesa  you  write  at  once  forpartlculnri'.  Send  toJty  furprl 
EDd  full  Infyrmation.  Addroea  t\  A,  Cyphers,  PrcK. 
BurTulo  locubatur CU.-108 Dewltt  St„ltulTaIo.\.V.  ' 


CORN 


I'ji 


HAIt\  i;sTI':iC  wl'li  Binder  At- 
tui  hnient  cuts  ajid  thiows  In  piles 
on  harvester  or  wliirow.  .Man  and 
liorse  euts  and  uliocks  (^(lual  with 
a  (•orn  Blnde--.  .Sold  in  evei  y  stale. 
■  «U.UI).  W.  H.  BUXTON,  of  .lolinstown.  Ohio' 
writes:  The  Harvester  has  proven  all  vou  elalni  for 
It:  the  naj  vesler  saved  me  over  (xi  in  labor  last 
year's  coi  n  cnttliiK.  I  cut  over.W  sliorks;  will  make 
4  bushels  corn  to  a  shoek."  TesUmoniais  and  ealaloit 
free,  showing  pictures  of  harvester.  Address, 
New  Process  Mfjr.  Co.         S.«liim.  Kansas. 


RamiFENGE 


I. 


W  -ttfoi.,".  »riO  rii»(  ■  pt it'll . 
fioltom  wircf  only  one  inch  apart.  No  top 
or  boiuin)  board*  needed  and  fewer  potit. 

SOLD  niRKCn  /rom  FACTORY 
AT  BARGAIN  fKICI-lS-l-HIJGIIT  l-KI-:rAID 
SfyUl  /or  foultry.  Slfri.  t.oivft  and  CmtUnri 

Thf  Hrowii  VviKL  .S.  W.ix  (>.,.f:icv(.li.ficl,0. 


RINTINC 

For  Poultrymen  a  Specialty 


p 

■  Costs  DOthiDR  to  send  your  copy  and 

get  an  estimate.  Lowest  prices.  Jree 
use  of  cuts.    Samples  it  desired. 

VIKING  PRESS, 

299  Mart-inal  St.,  EAST  IJOSTON,  MASS. 


3  feet 

by 

6  feet 

Colony  House 
$3  to  $5 


6  ft.  X  8  tt.  Portable  House,  $15.00. 

Portiible  and  Coionv  llour-es.  Wire  liuns,  (Jrain 
Chests,  Trap  Nestti,  Yard  dates,  etc.    Write  for 
free  circular  showing:  twenty  dilTereut  cuts. 
K.  C.  YOUN(;  UOX  CO..  KaiKluliili,  Mass. 


To  aay.  whea  writine  advertisers,  "SAW  AD.  IN  FARM-POULTRY."  will  benefit  you-please  ttaem-and  help  us. 
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Farm-Poultry 


JULY 


The  American  Poultry  Association 

Program. 


TUK  thirty-eiglilli  annual  meetinfj  of 
tlie  American  Poultry  Association 
will  be  held  at  Atlantic  City,  N.  J., 
AufjUHt  11— 1(1,  l!ii:;.  Headquart- 
ers Hotel  Oennis,  Atlantic  City,  X.  .J. 

All  meetin<;H  of  the  a-SHOciaiion  will  be 
in  the  Cireek  Tenii>le  on  the  .Million  Dol- 
lar Pier,  and  will  be  oi)en  not  only  to 
membera  of  the  American  Poultry  Asso- 
ciation, but  to  the  public  generally. 

.MuNDAV,  ArciisT  nth,  f)  A.  'SI. 

2\Ieeting  of  the  Executive  Board  in  the 
room.s  of  the  Hotel  Dennis.  Ses.sions  of 
the  lOxecutive  Hoard  will  he  held  Monday 
afternoon  and  evening. 

TuE.SD.\Y,  AnorsT  12th,  9  A.  M. 
Meetings  of  the  Kxecntive  Board  will  be 
held  morning,  afternoon,  and  evening. 

Wed.nesday,  August  ]3th,  9  A.  M. 

Thirty-eighth  annual  meeting  of  the 
American  Poulli'y  .Vssociation  called  to 
order  by  the  piesident. 

Address  of  welcome  by  Cbas.  D.  Cleve- 
land, president  (jf  the  New  Jersey  branch. 

Address  of  welcome  by  Governor  of 
New  .lei-sey. 

Address  of  welcome  by  Mayor  of  At- 
lantic City. 

Response  by  Reese  V.  Hicks,  president 
of  tlie  .American  Poultry  Association. 

Roll  call  of  members  by  states. 

Approval  of  .Minute.s  of  last  meeting. 

Report  of  l']lection  Conunissioner. 

Election  of  Board  of  Review. 

Appointment  of  Couunittee  on  Creden- 
tials. (.\ll  cre<lenlials  nnist  be  in  the 
hands  of  the  secretary  before  opening  roll 
call). 

Report  of  Executive  Board  on  appli- 
cations for  meudjei-ship,  and  Charters 
granted  to  liranclies;  annual  report  and 
recommeudations.  (All  reports  oijen  for 
discussion  as  soon  as  nnule,  and  motions 
to  carry  their  recommendations  into  ef- 
fect). 

Ajmual  report  of  the  Secretary. 
Annual  report  of  the  Treasurer. 
Report  of  the  Finance  Committee. 
1.:^.0  P.  M. 

Report  of  Board  of  Review,  under  sus- 
pension of  rules. 

Report  of  Committee  on  Credentials. 

Branch  reports.  (All  reports  must  be 
in  writing,  signed  by  the  branch  presi- 
dent and  secretary,  and  in  the  hands  of 
the  secretary  of  the  association  before  re- 
ports from  each  state  are  called  for.  No 
verbal  reports  or  comments  \\ill  be  al- 
lowed ) . 

Report  of  Commitloe  on  Bureau  of  Lec- 
turers, \\'.  Theo.  'WiMnian.  chairman. 

Report  of  Comuiittee  on  Education  and 
Esperiuieutation,  Prof,  .lauies  E.  Rice, 
chairman. 

Report  of  Committee  on  Plymouth 
Rock  Breed  Slandurd,  .Arthur  C.  Smith, 
chairuian. 

Lecture,  "The  .'Science  of  Artificial 
Incubation,"  by  \V.  R.  (iraham.  Poultry 
Husbandman,  Ontario  College,  Guelph, 
Canada. 

Adjournment. 

7.30  P.  M. 

Report  of  Stanfiing  Revision  Commit- 
tee on  liM.j  Siandard,  Reese  \'.  Hicks, 
ex-otlicio  chairman.  (  Bring  your  Stand- 
ard with  you  for  reference  as  to  suggested 
changes ). 

s.no  P.  i\r. 

Lecture,  "  A  Review  of  I'rogress."  by 
James  E.  Rice,  Professor  of  Poultry  Hus- 
bandry, Cornell  Univert-ily,  Ithaca,  N.  Y. 

TuiRSDAY,  ArorsT  14th,  9  A.  M. 

Report  of  Standing  Revi.fion  Commit- 
tee, 1915  Standard,  (continued). 

Report  of  Connuiltee  on  Show  Supplies 
and  Blanks,  AV.  Theo.  Wittnian,  chair- 
man. 

Adjournment. 

Trolley  ride  and  clam  bake  at  Long- 
port. 

l.:]0  P.  M. 

Report  of  Text  Book  C.>uimittee,  Reese 
A'.  Hicks,  ex-otiicio  cluiirman. 

Consideration  of  proposed  amendments 
to  Constitution  and  By-Laws. 

Report  of  ^Market  Poultry  and  Egg 
Standard  Committee,  R.  H.  Essex,  chair- 
man. 


Report  of  the  Committee  on  Govern- 
ment Co-operation,  (  has.  T.  Cornman, 
chairman. 

Report  of  Committee  on  Publicity, 
Frank  B.  AVhite,  chairman. 

Adjournment. 

7.30  P.  M. 

Address  by  Dr.  ^lary  E.  Pennington, 
Chief  of  Government's  Food  Research 
Laboratory,  Philadelphia,  Pa. 

Lecture,  "Breeding  for  Egg  Produc- 
tion," by  Dr.  Raymond  Pearl,  biologist, 
Maine  Agricultural  Experiment  Station, 
Orono,  ]\Iaine. 

Lectin  e,  "  The  Science  and  Practices  of 
Poultry  Feeding,"  by  T.  E.  Qm'senberi-y, 
^lissonri  State  J'oultry  Experiment  Sta- 
tion, Mountain  Grove,  Missouri. 

Friday,  August  15th,  9  A.  M. 
Inauguration  of  new  officers. 
New  liusiness. 
Adjourn  uient. 

L30  P.  M. 

Report  of  Executive  Board;  judge's 
licenses  granted;  new  members  elected; 
standing  couimittee  announcements;  elec- 
tion of  treasurer  announced. 

Election  of  election  commissioner. 

Fntinished  business. 

Adjournment. 

7.30  P.  M. 

Lecture,  "  The  Commercial  Egg  Farm- 
er," by  R.  C.  Lawry,  vice-president  of 
the  Yesterlaid  Egg  Farms  Co.,  Pacific, 
^lissouri. 

Lecture,  "  Common  Poultry  Diseases," 
by  Prof.  F.  H.  Stoneburn,  Poultry  Ex- 
pert, Philadelphia,  Pa. 

Lecture,  "Rearing  Chickens,"  by  Prof. 
Horace  Atwood,  Poultry  Husbandman, 
West  A'irgiuia  Agricultural  College,  Mor- 
gantown,  AV.  A'a. 

Lecture,  "  Environment  the  Determin- 
ing Factor  in  Production,"  by  H.  R. 
Lewis,  Poultry  Husbanduian,  New  Jersey 
State  Agricultural  Experiment  Station, 
New  Brunswick,  N.  J. 

SATiRnAY,  AroiST  16th. 

Organized  trips  to  leading  plants  and 
centers  of  production  by  members  desir- 
ing to  visit  these. 

A  number  of  entertainments,  such  as 
surf  bathing  at  all  times  on  the  world's 
greatest  amusement  beach,  tiancing  in  the 
^liUion  Dollar  Pier  ballroom,  and  many 
other  amusements  may  be  indulged  in  by 
those  who  desire. 

Every  member  can,  at  his  leisure,  as  a 
guest  of  the  New  Jersey  Branch,  take  the 
benefit  of  an  ocean  chaii-  ride  tlie  length 
of  the  board  walk,  about  live  miles,  and 
also  have  the  privilege  of  guitles  in  view- 
ing the  city. 

Notice  of  Revision  Committee  Meet= 
ings. 

Aleetings  of  the  Standard  Revision  Com- 
mittee will  be  held  at  Indianapolis,  Indi- 
ana, July  Sih,  and  at  .Atlantic  City,  New 
Jersey,  on  August  9,  19i;5. 

Hours  and  hotels  where  meetings  will 
be  held  may  be  hatl  later  by  writing  the 
chairman,  as  these  details  have  not  yet 
been  arranged. 

All  [lei-sons,  specialty  clubs,  and  asso- 
ciations having  changes  to  sugiiest  in  the 
Standard  of  Perfection,  are  reijuested  to 
either  appear  or  senil  repiesentaiives  to 
one  of  these  meetings. 

Reese  Y.  Hicks, 
Topeka,  Kan.       Ex-otiicio  chairman. 


Announcement  of  the  Kansas 
City  Poultry  Show. 


Our  next  poultry,  pigeon,  and  pet 
stock  show  will  be  held  I)ec.  S — 1:;,  1913, 
inclusive.  \Ve  have  leased  the  whole  of 
Convention  Hall  which  will  give  usSO.OOO 
feet  of  floor  space  in  one  of  the  l)est  halls 
in  the  Fnited  States.  Kansas  City  is  the 
second  railroad  i-enter  in  the  world,  and 
a  good  show  town.  Our  shows  are  always 
well  attentled  by  the  public.  Our  show 
last  year  was  a  success.  The  business 
done  by  exhibitors  in  selling  stock  and 
taking  orders  for  eggs  equaled  any  show 
in  America.  Poultry  journals  did  a  large 
business  in  taking  subscriptions  autl  mak- 


ing contracts  lor  adverti.sements.  Ex- 
hibitors of  incubators,  poultry  appliances 
and  supplies  did  a  successful  business. 

Our  entry  fee  )  is  the  lowest,  and 
our  cash  premium  (•<"))  is  the  highest  of 
any  winter  show  in  the  country ;  we  also 
liave  a  large  numljer  of  valuable  special 
prizes.  Official  catalogue  will  be  priuteil 
as  soon  as  judging  is  completed,  giving 
the  names,  addresses,  and  winnings  of 
all  exhibitors.  We  give  free  space  and 
the  liberty  of  the  show  room  to  the  poul- 
try press;  and  they  will,  in  return,  ))rint 
lull  account  fpf  the  show,  thereliy  giving 
the  winnings  to  the  public  in  the  January 
issue,  thus  giving  the  exhibitor  full  bene- 
fit of  their  winnings  at  an  early  date. 

E.  L.  NoYES,  Sec'y. 
7'2(>  Main  St.,  Kansas  City,  Mo. 


No  More 


Ol  mean  it.    The  lice  problem  won't 
worry  you  it  vou         do  as  the  leadiag 
t^ucces«ful   poultrymen  have  done  (or 
)  M  yeani.   Stop  experimenting— get 

The  Old  Reliable 

LAMBERT'S  ?<f^l^ 

and  your  lice  troubles  will  be  no  more.  Safe, 
sure,  quick,  easy  to  apply  WiU  not  injure  hens, 
ei;g^,  chicks,  or  soil  plumage.  Sold  lu  lOv.  25c, 
JX-  and  Sl.OO  sizes  Send  2c  for  latest  copv  of 
L  imbert  a  ••poCKE  I   inoK  OF  POIN  l  EKS  '. 

O.K.Stock  Food  Co.,  606 Traders  Bide.,  Chicago 


157  First  Prizes  at  Madison  Square  Garden,  New 
York,  have  been  won  by  tine  birds  of 

MAURICE  F.  DELANO, 

  SUCCESSOR  TO  = 

Owen  Farms. 

117  of  these  First  Prizes  have  been  won  on  tlie  six  following  varieties: 

Buff,  White  and  Black  Orpingtons,  White  Rocks, 
White  Wyandottes,  and  Single  Comb  Reds. 

C■^A/^^'!ll   f/^K  TWELVE  GRAND  PEN. S  OF  ONE  MALE 

WpUUIdl   lUr  «IUiya    and  six  females   $35.00  PER  PEN. 

1   HAVE  BIRDS  FOR  YOUR  EARLY  SHOW. 


Try  the  DELANO  way  and  receive  DELANO  treatment 
and  you  will  remain  a  permanent  DELANO  customer. 


CATALOGUE 
FREE. 


Address:  MAURICE  F.  DELANO,  122  William  St.,  Vineyard  Haven,  Mass. 


MAURICE  F.  DELANO,  Prop. 


FRANK  H.  DAVEY,  Supt. 


Guilford  Springs  Farm 


WHITE  WYANDOTTES 

AND 

RHODE  ISLAND  REDS 


Good  Breeders  at 
Living  Prices. 

We  need  the  room 
for  young  stock. 


l-'iist  Fen  Luckclcl, 
New  York,  I'JOT. 
From  life. 


G.  E.  MANN,  Superintendent,  Guilford  Center,  Vermont. 


IVIartin's  "REGAL"  Summer  Sale. 

In  order  to  make  room  for  my  large  flock  of  lapidly  growing  chirks.  I  am 

offering  for  sale  400  selected  breedeis  at  very  low  prices. 
Send  for  free  sale  list  giving  description  and  piices;  also  20  page  catalogue. 

EGGS  FROM  PRIZE  MATINGS  $2.50  PER  15;  $18  PER  ICQ. 

As  usual,  Kei-'al  Wblle  Wyamlotte  (  liii  ks  will  be  the  win-  JOHN     S  .  MARTIN, 

iieis  at  the  early  shows.    Will  have  niatuieU  cockerels  ' 
.iiid  pulleU  by  SeiJtember  Ist.   Book  orders  early.         BOX  467,  PORT   DOVER,  ONTARIO. 


-FENGEr 


Actually  keeps  the  smallest 
chicks  in.    Positively  keeps 
all   prowling  animals  out. 
The  closest-meshed  fence  of  its  kind 
in  the  world,  1 7  lateral  wires  at  the 
bottom  being  only  one  inch  apart. 

Every  Joint  is  Welded  by  Dectricity 


producing  the  famous  "Pittsburgh  Perfect  "  one- 
piece  fabric,  easiest  to  erect.  The  best  looking, 
most  durable  and  effective  fence  made. 

EVERY  ROD  GUARANTEED.  Specify  "Pittsburgh 
Perfect"  to  your  dealer,  for  genuine  fence-economy  and 
satisfaction.    Write  for  catalogue  of  all  styles. 

Pittsburgh  Steel  Co. 

Pittsburgh,  Peu 


To  lay.  whan  wrltia«  advertiaart,  "SAW  AD.  IN  PARM-POULTkY,"  will  baoafit  yoy-plaaaa  tbam— and  taalp  aa 
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Farm-Poultry 


The  Result  of  Too  Intensive  Methods.  Sea  Shells  for  Poultry 


MR.  F.  E.  A.  (GORDON,  of  New 
Zealand  and  Australia,  whose 
adventures  in  the  role  of  the 
"greatest  poultryman  in  the 
world"  recently  took  him  into  the  courts 
of  New  Zealand  as  the  plaintilV  in  a  suit 
for  libel  against  a  newspaper  which  had 
published  the  statement  that  his  system 
of  selecting  layers  was  a  fraud,  and  had 
referred  to  him  in  very  uncomplimentary 
terms,  has,  after  two  trials,  lost  his  case, 
and  is  compelled  to  pay  the  costs.  The 
editor  of  The  AuMrullan  Hen,  who  seems 
to  have  been  hypnotized  by  Gordon,  con- 
tinues to  be  his  devoted  champion,  de- 
claring in  his  leading  editorial  that  "  1  lav- 
ing defended  the  ( lordon  system  in  our 
columns,  we  are  not  going  to  allow  it  to 
be  said  that  it  has  been  proven  in  the 
courts  a  failure." 

There  may  be  ways  not  known  on  this 
side  of  the  world,  by  which  an  Australian 
poultry  paper  can  prevent  the  people  of 
the  Antipodes  from  affirming  the  view 
taken  in  a  New  Zealand  court,  but  to  us 
it  looks  like  the  aforesaid  editor's  pur- 
poses were  altogether  out  of  proportion  to 
his  power. 

The  "(cordon  .'System"  is  one  of  the 
numerous  "systems"  of  highly  intensive 
poultry  keeping  that,  under  favorable 
conditions,  make  a  good  showing  in  egg 
production,  at  a  cost  of  time  which  is 
prohibitive  when  the  cost  of  labor  has  to 
be  considered.  The  real  factors  in  the 
success  of  such  systems  are  new  land, 
strong,  vigorous  stock,  and  very  careful 
attention.  But  the  exploiter  of  the  sys- 
tem represents  to  those  who  do  not  under- 
stand the  situation,  that  success  is  the 
sure  reward  of  using  the  house,  appli- 
ances, etc.,  that  he  has  devised,  exactly 
according  to  his  instructions.  The  idea 
is  that  an  almost  occult  knowledge  of  the 
phenomena  of  poultry  culture,  acquired 
by  the  inventor  of  the  system  as  a  result 
of  years  of  investigation,  enabled  him  to 
devise  appliances,  foods,  etc.,  with  which 
anyone  —  who  follows  instructions  —  can 
get  marvelous  results. 

Such  systems  are  perhaps  best  described 
as  half  fmu'ls.  The  worst  thing  about 
them  is  that  their  successes  are  usually 
misleading.  The  novice  is  deceived  by 
his  first  successes  because  he  does  not 
understand  that  there  are  hostile  factors 
which  will  soon  develop  and  turn  his 
efforts  to  failure.  His  slock  becomes  de- 
bilitated, he  relaxes  a  little  of  the  extreme 
care  he  has  given  the  fowls,  and  the  first 
thing  he  knows  everything  is  going  wrong. 
Or  it  may  be  that  he  simply  increases  his 
stock  Ijeyond  what  he  can  take  care  of 
by  the  laborious  methods  employed,  and 
soon  gets  into  trouble  because  he  cannot 
do  the  work  as  it  should  be  done  under 
the  circumstances. 

Troubles  of  this  kind  are  not  peculiar 
to  followers  of  "  the  systems, "  but  they, 
more  than  other  poultrymen,  are  teiri[ited 
to  do  the  things  that  get  them  into  iroulile ; 
and  the  highly  intensive  systems  furnish 
more  opportunities  for  trouble  than  any 
others.  The  result  is  that  all  such  sys- 
tems are  short  lived.  The  only  substan- 
tial benefit  that  comes  from  inducing 
people  to  keep  poultry  by  such  methods 
is  that  a  consideralile  proportion  of  nov- 
ices who  begin  with  them  soon  turn  to 
more  rational  methods.  As  far  as  they 
distract  the  attention  of  those  already  in 
poultry  keeping  from  safer  and  saner 
methods,  they  are  a  curse  to  the  poultry- 
man.  Those  who  use  them  are  going 
backward. 

It  seems  plain  from  his  references  to  the 
subject  in  his  paper,  that  the  editor  of  the 
AmtniJi'in  lira  has  been  misled  by  the 
good  showing  made  or  reported  by  some 
who  had  tried  the  "Gordon  System." 
He  confesses  that  he  began  by  condemn- 
ing it  without  investigation,  which  was 
really  not  a  serious  fault  in  view  of  the 
nature  of  the  system  and  of  the  claims 
made  for  it.  He  says:  " Because  of  the 
wrong  we  did  Mr.  Gordon  in  the  past  in 
condemning  him  unheard,  we  shall  lose 
no  opportunity  jin  the  future  to  make 
amends ;  we  say  now  that  it  would  be  a 
national  calamity  if  it  were  possible  for 
the  Gordon  system  of  housing  to  be  swept 
into  obhvion."  He  also  says:  "  We  do 
not  care  a  jot  for  the  welfare  of  Mr.  Gor- 
don as  a  man;  we  do  care  for  the  welfare 
of  his  system,  because  it  will  be  the  means 
of  turning  poultry  farming  from  a  drudg- 


ery and  bare  living  to  a  clean,  compara- 
tively easy  ami  lucrative  occupation,  with 
a  competence  in  the  not  too  distant  back- 
ground." 

It  does  not  appear  from  the  Awtralian 
JL  n  that  any  of  the  entluisiastic  users  of 
the  Gordon  system  have  used  it  long 
enough  to  have  opinions  as  to  its  value 
for  permanent  work.  But  we  are  not  de- 
pendent upon  the  enthusiasm  of  new  con- 
verts for  materials  for  judging  such  points. 
The  really  essential  features  in  the  highly 
intensive  systems  are  not  new.  The  ex- 
perienced student  of  such  matters  who 
can  divest  a  case  presented  to  him  of  the 
non-essentials,  sees  in  it  only  a  repetition 
of  what  has  happened  many  a  time  in  the 
past.  Highly  intensive  methods  are  good 
methods  for  those  who  have  little  room 
for  fowls,  an  abundance  of  time  to  care 
for  a  few,  and  who  recognize  and  guard 
against  the  peculiar  troubles  of  this  kind 
of  poultry  keeping. 

One  of  the  most  important  things  for 
those  who  keep  poultry  by  such  methods 
is  to  renew  the  stock  regularly  from  vigor- 
ous farm  raised  stock.  It  is  not  as  easy 
to  do  this  as  to  plan  to  do  it,  because  it 
depends  upon  the  operations  of  another 
party,  and  if  the  source  of  supply  upon 
which  one  is  relying  fails,  and  it  sometimes 
will,  all  his  plans  for  a  season  may  be 
upset.  I  have  known  many  instances  of 
people  having  most  gratifying  results  with 
small  flocks  of  fowls  kept  in  close  confine- 
ment for  a  year  or  two,  but  I  cannot  now 
recall  any  that  extended  for  a  longer 
period.  At  any  rate,  two  or  three  years 
is  the  usual  limit  for  satisfactory  results 
where  such  methods  are  used,  and  very 
few  of  those  who  adopt  such  intensive 
methods  persist  in  them  long  after  results 
begin  to  be  unsatisfactory.  They  either 
quit  or  adopt  more  extensive  methods. 

The  editor  of  our  Australian  contena- 
porary  will  find,  as  we  have  found  in  this 
country,  that  the  more  intensive  the 
method  the  heavier  the  drudgery  becomes 
when  the  stock  kept  approaches  the  num- 
bers required  to  make  a  living  from  poul- 
try. He  will  also  find  that  there  is  very 
little  field  for  a  poullrn  business,  independ- 
ent of  farming,  which  uses  poultry  as  a 
farm  crop.  I  would  much  rather  have 
his  opinion  on  the  value  of  the  Gordon 
system,  or  any  other  such  system,  to  the 
state  two  years  from  now  than  have  it 
now.  It  is  the  general  experience  with 
methods  and  apphances  that  tests  them, 
and  by  this  test  everything  has  to  stand 
or  fall. 
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THE  BEST 
GRIT  KNOWN 

We  have  liiitri-  iiuiintltv  ul  Hint  <  lii»«  sluck  nn  hiiiul.    Clipular  iiiiil  Hiunplr  free.  per  15bl.:  H  libl. 

lots  at  *5.    THK  KNO  WMiS-I.OSl  HAU I >  CO..  <;  u i I loi d.  Conn.   (The  old  l  el lal>le  .leiilei  h). 


Essay  on  Eggs. 


"An  egg,"  explains  an  admirable  essay- 
ist down  in  Kansas,  "is  composed  of  four 
parts — the  shell,  the.  yolk,  the  white,  and 
the  price.  The  shell  is  very  fragile,  like 
one  of  the  Ten  Commandments,  and  can 
be  liroken  without  an  effort.  The  price  is 
the  biggest  part  of  the  egg  and  its  greatest 
protection.  The  price  alone  has  saved 
millions  of  innocent  young  eggs  from  be- 
ing boiled  and  eaten.  Eggs  are  very  deli- 
cate, and  spoil  very  quickly.  When  an 
egg  spoils  it  puts  its  whole  heart  into  the 
performance.  One  can  tell  a  spoiled  egg 
as  far  as  it  can  be  seen,  and  wit!]  one's 
eyes  shut  at  that,  if  the  wind  is  in  the 
right  direction.  There  was  a  time  when 
everyone  ale  fresh  eggs  in  summer  and 
went  witliQUt  in  winter.  Nowadays,  how- 
ever, business  methods  have  led  men  to 
buy  all  the  fresh  eggs  in  sutiuncr  and 
store  them  until  winter,  when  they  liave 
acquired  a  rich  russet  flavor. — Exchange. 


YOUNG  OHICKS 

Pine  Tree  H:.lrhery. 
Tlie  oldest  In  thieeoiin- 
try.  Tlic  plan  of  shlp- 
plne  clay  olrl  chlelis 
oriel  natetl  with  me 
twenty  one  years  ago. 
I  have  hatched  and 
shipped  thousands  of 
chicks  for  years,  before 
others  knew  that  such  a 
business  existed.  .Send 
for  booklet  eivinc 
prices  and  testlnionial^  of  our  wonderful  layinc 
strains  of  White,  Broivn,  Buff  Leyhorns,  Barred 
Rocks,  White  Wrandottes,  I!.  I.  Beds,  OrfiiuKtons,  at 
10  cents  and  up.  Also  Indian  Runner  Ducklings. 
Mammoth  Machines  installed. 

J. 


GIVE  US  A  CHANCE 

T'>  rnOVK  that  •'orill.UM"  will  CUUK  (he  WUK.ST  case  ot  CIIOl.KliA,  KUllI',  WHITK  l)IAIiHHEA» 
BI.ACK  HKAD,  CANKl^K  and  tlAri:.S:  that  It  will  piil  your  (lock  In  the  I>1NK  ot  condition  and  KKKP 
It  8o.  Thousands  of  dealcra  sell  It,  but  If  you  wish  to  be  shown,  send  this  AU.  TOUAV.   SKND  NO  .MONKY. 

"OCULUM,"  Box  H,  SALEM,  VIRGINIA. 


CiOOD,  .snow  ,Mi;.  .Seml  me  a  50  cenl-^^l.IKi  ImiUIi-  ot  OCl'l.l 
days;  If  uot  O.  K.  will  tell  you  so.  (WniXK  Plainly). 


li  I'.  1\ .  vMil  pay  you  wiiinn  ihntv 


NAME   ADDRESS. 


DONT  FAIL  TO  SHOW  YOUR  BIRDS  AND  PET  STOCK  AT 

GREATER  NEW  YORK  FAIR  AND  EXPOSITION  SHOWS 


J  (>. 


EMPIRE  CITY  PARK,  NEW  YORK  CITY,  AUGUST,  1913 

T'onltry  Show, 
l*iKe<!ii  Show, 
1t;(ntaiii  Show, 
Pet  Slock  Show 

JOHN  A 


.Xuiiust  4 
AmkiisI  1  1 

A  n;cns(  'to 


l*illtri**s  <'los<'  , I  Illy  '-JO, 
Kiitri«'s  ("los*'  .lul>  '-il. 
JOlltrii'S  Clone  .\UK. 
:!<>.    Klilrio  <'lo>e  A  II).'.  1 '-i. 

MURKIN,  Superintendent, 

m  il.DING,    -    -    NFAV  VOKK,   N.  \. 


There  Is  [|r,SlMl^^  In  the  world  v^llrle 
a  niniilni;  will  mean  nuire  to  the 
lireeder.  Over  ten  million  people 
wltiiln  one  hour'H  i  ldc  of  the  O  renter 
New  York  Fair  and  K.xposltlon. 
I)f)n'l  miss  It.  Sentl  today  for  Pic- 
mluni  Lists  and  Kotry  Blanks. 


OK:M>oulti;>- Otter 

TRAPE  MARK. 


Cheaper  and  better  than  Straw,  Clover,  Alfalfa,  Sawdu'^l,  SliaviriL--.  oi'  .inylliin:;  rl~v  i--,  rr  Ihcui^-lil  ..i  fnr  liitei 

"O.  K."  KEEPS  THE  BROODER  CLEAN,  DRY,  SWEET, 
WITHOUT  ONCE  CLEANING  OUT. 

In  COOPS,  LAYIN'a  liOUSKS,  COLONY  IIOUSKS,  and  SCKATCIUNO  ri„\>  ,  "O.  K,"  Litter  diles  up 
the  droppint'S  so  that  the  house  is  always  dry,  clean,  sweet  Bniellinc,  and  sanitary,  and  needs  cleaolni;  out 
only  once  in  four  or  five  months.   A  tiemerulous  saver"  of  tiine  anfl  money, 

WRITE  TODAY   FOR   FREE  SAMPLE. 

"O  K  "  I.itter  will  not  fJUP.N.  I,ici'  will  v<n[  rome  wlieie  it  i^  u^cd.  'I  KLL  CS  HOW  MANY  lll„\>  AM) 
CHICKS  YOIT  KKKP— WK  WILL  TELL  YOU  llOW  AIUCII  "O.  K."  LITTKU  YOf  .\"i;t  l). 

Hg^  r^r\llUi  D  A  IV]  V      Dept.  1  71.- 1.57  Water  SI  .  XKW  YOUK  CITY. 

%J,    fx.   V/WWIP'Alxl  T  J         .South  niaiket  St.,  HO.STON,  MA.S.*. 


Regular  Laylntf  Hens 

are  the  money  makers.    They  mubt  eat 
well,  digest  well  and  get  the  good  of  their  food  to 
be  good  layers. 

SHERmAN*S 


whets  the  appetite  and  tones  the  system.   A  penny's  worth 
a  day  keeps  a  dozen  hens  in  condition.  Used  for  many  years  e 
by  leading  r°ul""y'"'^"-    Try  it  and  watch  results.  \y  l*ir 

Package  15c.      2  lb.  cxn  76c.     12  Iba.  (delivered)  $3.60  ^^gf^M 
I.  S.  JOHNSON  &  CO.,  Boston,  Mass.       ^^^^^r^  yx 


ili 


JOS.  D.  WILSON,  Stockton,  N 
To  say,  when  writing  advertisers,  "SAW  AD.  IN  FARM- 


Here  is  Your  Chance! 


Do  vou  want  f  akm-Poultky  conipk'le  for  We  will  mail  you  the  entire 

volunit',  .January  to  December  inclusive-twelve  nnmhens  in  all-at  the  sptjcial 
low  price  of  2.5  c^nts,  postage  i-repaid  by  us.  Or  we  will,  if  you  prefer  inclmle 
with  the  liil2  vohnne  a  yearly  isubscription  to  Farm-Poui.tky,  both  for  ()5  cent.s. 

300  Pages  of  Good  Reading-25c. 
With  Farm-Poultry  one  year-65c. 

FxRM-PotTLTRY  for  1912  contains  such  excellent  articles  as  Methods  of  Fat- 
tetiing  Poultry,"  "The  Inside  of  a  Permanent  Poultry  House  '  Tt.e  Oon- 
Sation  of  V  gor,"  "  Selection  and  Care  of  K«p  /or  Successful    la  chintr  " 

i  Low  Cost  Farm  Poultry  House,"  "  Lice  and  Mites  on  Fowls,"  "  How  to 
Get  E^gs  in  Winter,"  and  many  others  of  splendid  value.  One  of  those  com- 
r.i!tP  voluines  and  a  yearly  subscription  to  F.MtM-Poui.iKY  is  an  exceptionally 
S  coXnadoi  which  will  please  and  satisfy  you.  Better  ordpr  at  once 
to  avoid  flisappointment,  as  our  supply  of  the  complete  volume  is  limited. 
Remember,  we  prepay  postafre. 

Farm-Poultry  Pub.  Co.,  Boston,  Mass. 


POULTRY,"  will  benefit  you  — please  tlieni  — and  help  us. 
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Farm-Poultry 


JULY 


Scratching'S  from  the  Litter  of  Our 
Exchangee  Table. 


MV  FKIEXD,  Miller  Purvis,  in  the 
May  Poiilln/  Life,  puts  F.-P.  at 
ihe  liead  of  tlie  list  of  poultry 
papers  in  wliicli  Robert  A.  Har- 
rison "  managed  to  ^et  publicity  free  of 
cost."  This  amuses  Purvis,  does  not  burt 
F.-P.,  and  does  not  help  flarrison.  Tlie 
publicity  lie  got  in  F.-P.  did  not  add  any- 
thing to  his  re[>utatiou  or  bis  income. 
Purvis  says  that  he  managed  to  keep 
Harrison's  slull'  "out  of  two  publications 
with  which  we  are  connected." 

So  far,  so  good,  but  besides  that  A.  P. 
A.  dope  mentioned  in  our  last  as  mislaid 
among  Purvis'  editorials,  there  is  another 
little  matter  I  would  commend  to  the  ed- 
itorial vigilance  of  my  friend  Purvis.  One 
01  the  besetting  sins  of  poultry  journals 
bard  tip  for  copy  is  to  reprint  articles, 
especially  matter  from  (.'.  S.  Government 
or  slate  Inillelins  and  reports,  without 
credit.  The  (Mistom  is  to  insert  the  mat- 
ter waih  the  name  of  the  author,  as  if  it 
were  an  original  contribution.  PouUnj 
Life,  for  May,  has  four  such  articles  ag- 
gregating about  eight  pages. 

dt 

If  we  are  to  have  laying  competitions, 
either  some  of  the  Australian  and  New 
Zealand  breeders  of  marvelous  layers 
should  send  birds  over  here,  or  those  en- 
tering competitions  should  buy  birds  from 
Australia  and  New  Zealand  to  enter.  It 
is  really  absurd  lor  our  r)eople  to  display 
so  much  amazement  over  the  perform- 
ances of  the  English  pens  that  are  several 
laps  ahead  of  their  American  competitors, 
when  the  performance  of  these  English 
hens  would  be  rather  below  mediocre  in 
an  Australian  or  New  Zealand  compe- 
tition. The  AiiMrnlian  Hen,  for  April  20, 
has  quite  a  grist  of  reports  of  laying  com- 
petitions which  terminated  ^larch 
and  the  figures  strain  the  powers  of  belief 
of  anyone  who  has  not  acquired  the  art — 
or  is  it  a  habit? — of  believing  all  that  he 
hears. 

After  gazing  in  wonderment  at  some  of 
these  tabulations  for  a  while,  it  occurred 
to  me  to  compare  some  of  the  results  with 
the  figures  from  tlie  Connecticut  compe- 
tition for  a  half  year  |  eriod.  I  happened 
to  have  the  rejiort  only  to  the  close  of  the 
twenty-fifth  week,  l)Ut  by  assuming  ihat 
the  best  pen  would  lay  as  many  eggs  in 
,tbe  twenty-sixth  week,  I  get  the  average 
per  hen  of  the  best  pen  at  Storrs,  for  the 
first  si.x  months,  ]Ii)eggs.  Taking  ;\Iay 
to  Outolter  inclusive,  as  the  correspond- 
ing six  months  for  liens  at  the  other  side 
and  end  of  the  globe,  I  find  that  the 
average  for  the  best  jien  in  the  Gatton 
competition  was  144  eggs  for  six  months, 
25  belter  than  the  best  at  Storrs.  The 
total  for  live  hens  for  the  six  months  at 
Storrs  would  be  594;  the  total  for  five 
hens  at  (iatton,  71S.  C)f  the  31  pens  at 
Gatton  1!)  averaged  over  200  eggs  per 
year,  only  5  under  HIO,  and  the  lowest 
1(51.  The  winners  averaged  255-}-  eggs 
each.    They  were  Black  Orpingtons. 

At  the  Burnley  competition,  66  pens 
competing,  31  averaged  better  than  20<l 
eggs  per  hen,  and  4  more  were  just  under. 
In  the  competition  of  the  New  Zealand 
Utility  CJuV),  60  pens  of  fowls  competing, 
31  averaged  over  200  eggs  per  hen,  10 
went  over  225,  and  6  over  240,  the  highest 
average  being  2tiO.  In  a  nine  months' 
competition  at  Grafton,  records  are  on 
the  same  scale,  and  in  the  Tasmanian 
conipelition,  which  is  not  fully  described, 
but  appears  to  be  also  a  nine  months 
affair,  they  are  equally  remarkable. 
Ducks  lay  just  as  well  over  there,  so  the 
records  show.  Now  if  we  are  going  to 
have  laying  competitions,  and  work  our- 
selves into  a  frenzy  over  the  performances 
of  the  leaders,  why  not  get  some  of  the 
stock  so  common  in  Australia  and  New 
Zealand'.'  If  we  must  have  laying  com- 
petitions, let's  have  some  class  to  them. 

Another  way  of  looking  at  it  is  this: 
AVith  the  big  records  goes  the  theory  that 
the  Australians  and  New  Zealanders  are 
regular  wizards  in  lireeding  for  egg  pro- 
duction. \\'hen  the  first  big  records  ex- 
cited the  wonder  of  the  world,  we  were 
told  that  it  was  the  climate.  Unfortu- 
nately for  that  claim,  the  climate  didn't 


affect  all  the  hens  alike.  So  the  breeder 
gets  more  of  the  credit  now.  If  these 
breeders  can  come  over  here  and  do  the 
trick  they  can  make  money  —  more  than 
in  Australia  and  New  Zealand.  lf_  our 
immigration  laws  will  allow,  the  U.  S. 
government  ought  to  import  a  lot  of  these 
wizards  in  breeding  for  egg  production, 
and  distribute  them  all  over  the  country 
to  teach  our  poultrymen  how  it  is  done. 
This  is  the  real  land  of  promise  for  the 
man  with  20<)-.'!00  egg  hens — provided  he 
can  make  good  in  the  general  show  down 
and  shake  down. 

It  should  interest  those  who  are  herald- 
ing the  pinched  tail  as  the  "  sign  "  of  a 
great  layer,  h;ecaus«^  forsooth  certain  hens 
having  pinched  tails  are  laying  more  eggs 
than  certain  other  hens  competing  with 
them  which  have  not  pinched  tails,  to 
learn  that  a  New  Zealand  breeder,  whose 
birds  are  credited  with  an  average  of 
243  5-6  eggs  each  in  51  weeks,  says:  "A 
prospective  Leghorn  skyscraper  in  com- 
petition is  generally  five  month  old,  or  a 
little  over,  with  an  inch  of  comb  and  yet 
lacking  complete  feathering.  If  you  have 
reared  them  in  a  given  Hock  they  will 
stand  out  on  their  own.  They  just  need 
picking  up.  3Iuscular,  sleek,  and  grace- 
ful. Fan  spread  tail,  broad  at  back. 
Powerful,  dark,  happy,  large  magnetic 
eyes.  Neck  —  restless;  like  a  radioactive 
point  of  interrogation.  And  don't  for- 
get the  deep  vermillion  of  comb  and  face. 
The  degrees  of  its  intensity  mark  the  de- 
grees of  her  staying  power." 

I  have  quoted  this  just  as  it  appears  in 
the  Xe^r  ZmUmd  PonUrij  Joirnial,  as  a 
(piotation  from  '"^Ir.  H.  Leger,  a  real 
veteran  in  the  production  of  layers." 
who  "can  impart  valuable  information 
when  he  can  be  drawn  out."  Consider- 
ing the  obscurity  of  some  of  his  remarks 
in  the  passage  above,  and  other  parts  of 
his  statement,  it  appears  that  the  effort  of 
the  editor  of  the  X  Z.  P.  J.  to  draw  out 
Mr.  Leger,  was  not  completely  successful. 
Still  it  seems  quite  plain  that  Mr.  I^eger 
considers  a  well  spread  tail  the  sign  of 
a  good  laytr.  His  observation  on  eyes 
is  also  at  odds  with  what  some  of  our 
embryotic  experts  are  learning  from  the 
competitions  in  this  country. 

There  are  more  interesting  contradic- 
tions in  the  .V.  Z.  P.  J.  which,  like  the 
Ai'MroHon  Hen,  runs  largely  to  reports  of 
laying  competitions  and  discussions  of 
matters  relating  to  them.  These  New- 
Zealand  tests  are  not  "ofticial,"  but  are 
conducted  by  the  Utility  Poultry  Club. 
]Mr.  W.  A.  Ni.xon,  whose  hens  are  repre- 
sented as  "The  Champions  of  the  "World" 
on  an  average  of  272  eggs  per  hen  for  the 
pen  of  six  hens,  made  in  this  compe- 
tition, says:  "  Those  that  advocate  that 
yon  can  breed  better  stuH'  from  a  200-egg 
hen,  with  less  ovarian  troubles,  disease, 
and  deaths,  than  from  a  2S0-egg  hen,  are 
absolutely  wrong."  He  says  that  his 
"world's  record"  pen  were  bred  from 
hens  of  no  less  than  2S0  eggs  each,  "by  a 
male  from  a  275-egg  hen,"  and  that  the 
chicks  from  the  highest  record  hens  "  are 
always  strongest  and  best." 

Turning  over  a  few  pages  I  come  to  an 
article  by  "Hardshell,"  entitled  "History 
Repeats  Ifclf."  I  presume  that  the  edi- 
tor vouches  for  "Hardshell."  "Hani- 
shell"  tells  about  some  hens  in  various 
competitions  selected  by  experts  to  make 
great  records  that  did  not  lay  at  all,  and 
after  asking  "  What  is  the  reason?"  pro- 
ceeds to  answer  it  thus:  "  It  is  common 
for  a  tnan  to  win  one  year  and  be  nowhere 
the  next.  A  few  men  managed  to  keep  a 
g  oii  position  all  along.  There  has  only 
been  one  case  where  a  man  has  won 
several  times,  but  he  is  a  genius  and  in  a 
class  of  his  own,  although  of  late  years 
he,  too,  has  tjeen  fotmd  in  the  ruck. 
Wliy  can't  it  be  kept  up?  There  must 
be  a  reason.  A  good  man  is  not  here 
today  and  gone  tomorrow  without  cause. 
The  Queensland  birds  spoken  of  ( '  as 
barren  ' )  are  descendants  of  a  big  laying 
strain,  and  the  evidence  available  favors 


the  belief  that  the  birds  have  revolted 
against  the  pressure  [lUt  on  them  for  years 
past." 

Not  only  do  the  offspring  of  great  lay- 
ers prove  disappointing  sometimes,  but 
occasionally  the  leading  f>en  comes  from 
nowhere.  The  erlitor  of  our  New  Zealand 
contemporary  says  of  the  leading  pen  in 
the  contest  recently  begun:  "  It  may  l)e 
a  surprise  to  many  to  learn  that  the 
parents  of  these  birds  were  [)urcliased  in 
an  auction  market  in  Cliristchurcb  at  a 
few  pence  each." 

Referring  to  "American  Suspicion," 
the  editor  alsii  says :  "Editor  Robinson 
is  highly  su«piitiiius,  but  there  are  signs 


TOLMAN 

White   Plym.  Rock 
Baby  Chicks 

Price  during  June,  July 
and  August,  $  I  2  per  1  OO 

When  you  order  from  TOLMAN  you 
get  the  BEST  at  a  POPULAR  PRICE 

EGGS  AND  CHICKS  NOW  READY 

Circular  and  Price  List  free. 

JOSEPH  TOLMAN, 

Dep't  D,  Rockland,  Mass. 


§Mt\  MnpF  Avenarius  Carbolineum  exterminates  h'ce,  mites,  fleas  and  other 
I""  IHwnt  insect  pests  on  poultry.  One  application  lasts  12  months  or  more. 
L1F|J  I  IPC  Prevents  scaly  leg,  keeps  the  skin  in  good  condition  and  makes  hens 
tlvt  lay  better  by  removing  irritating  and  blood  sucking  vermin.  Poultrv 
houses  painted  with  Avenarius  Carbolineum  are  absoluteh-  sanitary  and  vermin  free. 
They  last  longer.  Avenarius  Carbolineum  can  be  applied  as  a  spray  or  paint. 
Always  keep  a  supply  on  hand.  Be  sure  and  get  the  genuine.  Ask  for  A\'ENARI  US. 
If  your  dealer  hasn't  it,  write  for  Bulletin  33,  giving  full  directions  and  prices. 
CARBOLINEUM  WOOD  PRESERVING  CO.,  188  Franklin  St.,  New  York  City. 


'The  Same  Amount 
Of  FeedWi/l 
Raise  Each 


DOUBLE  PRICES 

On  the  market  capons  bring  double 
price  and  are  cheaper  and  easier  to 
raise;  they  require  less  feed  and  less 
care. 

Caponizing  is  easy  and  soon  learned. 

PILLING  CAPON  SET 

ill  enob  e  you  to  capooize  all  your  young  cockerels  and 
add  greatly  to  your  poultry  profits. 

Sent  prepaid,  with  "Easy-To-Use"  directions,  on  receipt 
of  $2.50. 

Any  one  can  do  it.  You  can  make  money  caponizing  lor 
others.  Write  to-day  for  our  booklet  on  Caponizing.   It's  Free. 

G.  P.  PILLING  &  SON  CO. 

23rd  anil  Atch  Streets       -       -       -       Philatielphia,  P.> 


POULTRY  CUTS 

Si'OO  Each,  or  One  Free, 

A  frood  picture  printed  on  your  tetter  lie.id,  envelope  nr  circular,  of  tlie  breed  or  breeds  you  raise,  will 
8dd  much  to  \is  attracUveness  and  sreatl.v  increase  tlie  advertising  value  of  any  printed  matter  yon  may  send 
out.  The.^c  cuts  are  produced  from  original  ideal  drawines  by  F.  L.  Seweil,  tlie  acljnowledsed  world's  fore- 
most poultrv  aitlst.  and  everyone  cneased  in  commercial  poultry  raisinz  sliould  liavc  odc.  An  original 
drawing  and  cut  would  cost  you  $15.00.   \Vc  mail  them  postpaid  for  $1.U0  cacb,  or 

O  ET  K|  T\  HQ  VIM  for  four  new  sulwcribero  and  we  will  send  them  the  paper  for  one  year,  and 
W  B»  i  *J  W  O  send  von  free  and  Fxistpaid  an  Electrotype  of  any  one  breed  yon  select.  This  is  an 
tinparallolpd  offer.  Give  full  name,  post  ofBce.  and  state,  of  each  new  subscritier.  as  well  as  your  own.  and 
mention  breed  or  breeds  you  desire  an  Electrotype  from.   The  varieties  are  pictured  in  pairs,  as  loliows;— 

Wliite  Wyandottes,       Barred  Ply.  Rocks,      Bti£F  Ply.  Kocks.      Silrer  Wyan- 

dottes.         Black  Minorcas.         White  Ply.  Rocks,         S.  C.  Brown  teshorns. 

S.  O.  TThite  teshorns.      Bufi  Cochins.      Partridso  Cochins,      I.i;;ht  Brahmas. 

White  Faced  Black  Spanish,  Pekin  Ducks.  Bronze  Tnrkeys. 

FARM-POULTRY  PUBLISHING  CO.,  232  Summer  St.,  Boston,  Mass. 


Are  You  Prepared 

to  meet  all  emergencies  caused  b}-  sudden  illness  or  accident, 
the  quickly  acquired  cold  or  cough,  the  terrifying  croup, 
the  annoying  cut,  bruise  or  bum,  the  disabling  turned 
ankle,  strained  muscle  of  leg,  arm  or  back? 

YOU    ARE    NOT  PREPARED 

Unless  You  Have  on  Hand  That  Old  Reliable  Remedy 


Anodvne 


iHiLiniment 


For  INTERNAL  and  EXTERNAL  use. 

Origiiiatetl  i'.i  iSio  by  an  old  family  physician,  its  great 
usefulness  as  a  household  remedy  established  for  it  a  repu- 
tation which  has  been  handed  down  from  father  to  son  and 
fiom  mother  to  daughter,  until  now  it  has  become  known 
and  is  being  used  all  over  the  land. 

At  all  Druggists.    25  cents,  three  times  as  much  50  cents. 

I.  S.  JOHNSON  &  CO.,  Boston,  Mass. 


To  say,  when  writing  advertisers,  "SAW  AD.  IN  FARM-POULTRY,"  will  benefit  you— please  them— and  help  us. 
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of  conversion.  The  most  amusing  ])iirt 
about  records  is  that  wliile  our  recoril 
makers  avera<;e  L'Tn  e,xilf,  in  the  American 
test  one  hen  did  L'Sl.  Now  wiiy  sliould 
not  our  hens  produce  this  nuiiilter,  and 
why  should  the  American  figures  i)e 
doubted?  Fact  of  tlie  matter  is  some 
writers  are  behind  the  times  in  egg  pro- 
duction, and  they  must  conceal  their 
ignorance  under  some  pretext.  \Ve  see 
no  earthly  inducement  for  faked  returns. 
The  egg  sales  prove  the  numbers,  and 
surprise  visits  have  proved  to  us  that  the 
eggs  are  laid  all  right." 

The  secretary  of  the  club  wiiich  holds 
the  competition  has  been  interviewed, 
and  J  discover  from  the  interview  witli 
liim  the  probal)le  cause  of  my  diHiculty 
in  accepting  improbable  results.  Some  of 
those  interested  in  the  competitions  evi- 
dently feel  that  the  records  need  some- 
thing more  to  bolster  them  up,  and  there 
is  talk  of  government  supervision.  In 
regard  to  this,  the  secretary,  Mr.  J.  H. 
Shaw,  was  asked:  "  Do  you  expect  that 
other  countries  would  doubt  the  high  re- 
turns obtained?  "  He  rei>lied:  "No,  I 
do  not.  It  would  be  a  waste  of  time  to 
anticipate  doubt  and  suspicion  on  the 
part  of  those  who  are  not  sports.  Our 
record  books  are  open  to  the  press  for  in- 
spection, as  well  as  our  members,  and 
our  annual  balance  sheet  (audited  by  an 
outside  auditor)  will  show  the  account 
sales  for  eggs." 

To  comment  briefly  on  these  things. 
Editor  ]Merrett  does  not  read  his  signs 
right  when  he  concludes  that  because  I 
do  not  question  the  record  of  -'SI  for  one 
hen,  I  am  likely  to  be  converted  to  faith 
in  the  New  Zealand  records.  One  high 
record  will  pass  occasionally.    New  Zeal- 


and gets  too  many  of  them.  What  in- 
ducement is"  there  to  fake  returns?  ,  I're- 
cisely  the  same  kind  of  an  inducement 
tliair  there  is  l"or  a  fancier  to  fake  the 
birds  he  exhibits.  What  reason  is  there 
to  assume  that  an  attendant,  or  even  the 
director  himself,  might  connive  with  cer- 
tain comiietitora  to  insure  t  hat  their  birds 
would  make  marvelous  records?  The  fad 
that  such  connivance  is  too  common  in 
all  forms  of  "  sport"  where  winnings  can 
be  commercialized,  and  that  the  greatest 
ditliculty  in  conchu^ting  sui^h  "sports"  on 
the  level  is  to  guard  against  the  prevail- 
ing tendency  of  c.om|>etitors  to  go  as  far 
as  they  can  to  outwit  and  to  overreach 
competitors. 

Surprise  visits  are  not  enough  to  show 
that  "the  eggs  are  laid  all  right."  The 
visitor  only  knows  that  he  sees  eggs  that, 
to  him,  may  indicate  heavy  laying.  The 
sales  of  eggs  prove  nothing.  I  have  known 
commercial  farms  claim  to  produce  and 
sell  more  poultry  or  eggs  than  their  stock 
and  equipment  could  produce.  The  ex- 
planation in  sonie  cases  was  that  they 
bought  and  sold,  and  put  the  sales  in 
their  account,  but  not  the  purchases,  and 
in  others  that  the  books  were  faked.  Of 
course  it  is  unkind  to  intimate  that  any- 
one connected  with  a  "utility"  sport 
would  do  anything  that  was  not  abso- 
lutely right,  but  I  am  willing  to  predict 
that  some  of  these  days  there  will  be 
some  light  thrown  on  some  of  these  laying 
competitions  that  will  cause  people  whose 
faith  in  them  now  is  strong,  to  exclaim 
over  the  depravity  of  human  nature. 
There  is  abundance  of  evidence  already 
that  many  of  those  in  one  way  or  another 
prominent  in  Australasian  competitions 
are  quite  careless  with  the  truth. 


American  Poultry  Association  Notes. 


Is  THE  A.  P.  A.  a  "  rural  organiza- 
tion?" If  it  can  (jualify  as  such 
perhaps  arrangements  can  be  made 
to  have  a  study  or  "survey"  of  it 
and  its  activities  and  possibilities  made 
by  the  new  bureau  of  the  Department  of 
Agriculture,  which  Dr  Thomas  N.  Car- 
ver, of  Harvard,  is  to  head.  'T would  be 
mighty  interesting  to  have  a  thoroughly 
scientific  report  upon  our  "peculiar  insti- 
tution." 

After  reading  the  amendment  to  the 
show  rules,  which  3Ir.  Cleveland  has 
ofTered  with  the  idea  of  putting  a  check 
on  faking,  I  thought  that  I  would  look 
up  the  various  references  to  the  matter  in 
the  Standard,  and  see  just  where  the  as- 
sociation stood.  The  "  Standard  of  Per- 
fection," by  the  way,  is  a  very  curious 
publication.  Considering  the  way  it  was 
made  in  the  lirst  place  and  has  been  revised 
at  intervals  since,  that  could  not  have  been 
avoided.  But  one  does  not  appreciate  its 
curious  quality  fully  until  he  undertakes 
to  "harmonize"  it  in  some  particular. 
Then  he  usually  finds  much  the  same 
kind  of  a  hodge-podge  of  statement  of 
requirements  and  rules  that  ought  to  be 
systematic  and  straightforward,  as  there 
is  in  the  scheme  of  membership  in  the 
organization.  The  book  has  an  "Intro- 
duction," and  an  "Introduction  to  the 
11)10  Revision;"  an  address  "To  the  Poul- 
try Associations  of  America,"  a  "Glos- 
sary of  Technical  Terms,"  a  list  of  "  In- 
structions to  Judges,"  all  preliminary  to 
the  descriptions  of  breeds  and  varieties. 

Of  course  I  had  read  these  all  with 
more  or  less  care  before,  but  when  I  came 
to  look  througii  different  parts  for  refer- 
ences to  a  particular  topic  and  compare 
these,  my  attention  was  directed  especially 
to  the  address  "  To  the  Poultry  Associa- 
tions of  America." 

.a 

I  have  described  this  as  an  "  a<ldress. " 
Just  what  kind  of  address  it  is  would  not 
be  easy  to  say.  It  is  a  sort  of  manifesto, 
ukase  or  bull.  Considering  all  the  mean- 
ings of  these  words  I  think  hull  is  the 
best  term,  because  it  will  apply  here  in  a 
double  sense.  Peading  this  bull  I  made 
the  discovery  that  the  licensing  of  judges 
is  a  superfluous  business,  a  wholly  un- 
necessary imposition  upon  the  members 
of  the  association  and  a  waste  of  the  time 
of  all  who  sit  in  judgment  upon  candi- 
dates for  judges'  licenses. 

To  say,  when 


The  very  first  thing  that  "  The  Ameri- 
can Poultry  Association"  tells  the  poul- 
try associations  of  America,  after  a  l)rief 
preamble  is:  "  Poultry  associations  at 
whose  exhibitions  The  A.^riiRicAN  Stand- 
ard OF  Perfectiox  is  used,  are  requested 
to  give  preference  to  judges  who  are 
members  of  the  American  Poultry  Asso- 
ciation. Judges  who  are  members  of  this 
organization  are  accredited  thereby  to 
the  extent  of  being  in  good  standing,  and 
it  is  reasonable  to  conclude  that  they  will 
apply  properly  the  law  of  the  association 
as  contained  in  its  Standard." 

After  that:    AVhy  is  a  licensed  judge? 

Then  after  liaving  informed  the  asso- 
ciations that  any  member  of  the  associa- 
tion is  qualified  to  judge,  and  that  it  is 
reasonable  to  onclude  tliat  he  will  apply 
the  standard  properly,  thus  creating  in 
the  mind  of  the  management  of  a  show 
the  impressiiin  that  it  is  safe  to  turn  such 
a  judge  loose  in  the  exhibition  room,  this 
remarkable  address  declares  that  if  a 
judge  fails  to  consider  each  section  of 
every  specimen,  according  to  the  scale  of 
points,  etc.,  "the  exhibitor  shall  be  al- 
lowed the  privilege  of  protesting  the 
decision."  In  which  case,  it  appears, 
tlie  bird  must  be  rejudged  in  the  presence 
of  the  [^resident  and  secretary  of  the  local 
association,  or  their  proxies. 

Assuming,  as  we  must,  that  the  other 
rules  for  protests  apply  here,  it  would  ap- 
pear that  the  exhibitor  must  put  up  §5 
before  protesting,  and  I  am  not  able  to 
discover  when  he  would  win  and  when  he 
would  lose. 

There  is  more  in  this  hull  tiiat  might 
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Incubators 
Broodora 
Brood  Coops 
Chick  Sheltcra 
Brooder  Stoves 
Lc(?  Bands 
Caponizinfr  Seta 
Chick  Food 
UGveloping  Food 
Growing  Mash 


Everything  For  Poultry  Keepers 


F'atteninE  Mash 
ScratchinK  Fooii 
Fertile  Erk  Mash 
Laying  Mash 
Short-Cut  Alfalfa 
Mealed  Alfalfa 
Full-Nest  EffK  Food 
Nodi  Charcoal 
Poultry  Kemodiea 
Napersol  (Disinfectant) 


All  guaranteed  by  Cyphers  Incubator  Company  to 
Write  today  for  free  copy  of  "Profitable  Poultry  and 
Address  Home  Office  or  nearest  Branch  store. 

CYPHERS  INCUBATOR  CO.,  Dept.  12, 

Branch  Stores  and  Warehonses:  New  York,  N.  Y.,  23  Ba 
lU.,  329-331  Plymouth  Ct,:  Kansas  City.  Mo.,  317-319 


Anti-Fly  Pent 

Prcscrvttiivo 
Kumi^atin(^  Ciindloa 
Drinking  Fountains 
(;rit  and  Sh<d:  Hoxcs 
Food  and  Water  Hold^^rs 
PiROon  Supplies 
Lice  Powder 
Roost  Supports 
Roofing  Paper 
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Spray  Pumps 
Powder  Guns 
Wiri'  Fencing 
Bone  Cutters 
Chick  Markers 
Bone  MilJ.i 
Root  ('utters 
Nent  KKtra 
Poultry  Rooks 
Etc.,  etc. 
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Mass.,  12-14  Canal  St  ;  Chicago, 
Oakland  Cat,  2127  Broadway. 


fairly  be  criticised,  but  these  samples  are 
enough.  I  wonder  who  is  responsible  for 
the  wording  of  this  insertion.  A\'as  it 
read  to  the  A.  P.  A.,  or  was  it  left  in  the 
hands  of  the  editor?  If  the  latter,  did 
he  not  rather  exceed  his  instructions? 

Dr.  P.  T.  Woods  says  that  he  is  not 
concerned  about  his  status  in  the  Massa- 
chusetts Branch,  "  merely  interested  in 
how  others  stand."  He  adds:  "By  the 
way,  you  have  the  dates  mixed.  The 
writer  joined  in  1907,  not  in  1909." 

'Twas  not  I  that  mixed  the  dates.  The 
official  record,  the  latest  copy  of  the  list  of 
members,  says  that  the  Doctor  joined 
January  — ,  190!). 

Among  the  amendments  to  be  con- 
sidered at  Atlantic  City  is  one  which  pro- 
vides that  life,  associate,  club  and  society 
members  shall  pay  annual  dues  of  $2,  and 
that  meuibers  shall  not  have  the  privilege 
of  voting  ill  the  annual  meetings  unless 
the  annual  dues  have  been  paid.  Life 
membersliip  and  annual  dues  are  not  con- 
sistent. It  dues  are  to  be  collected,  life 
membership  should  be  abolished. 

Another  amendment  offered  is  some- 
what similar  to  that  I  offered  last  year 
abolishing  tlie  nine  elective  members  of 
the  board,  but  adds  other'features  not  in- 
troduced in  my  amendments.  It  pro- 
vides that  those  elective  members  now  in 
office  shall  serve  out  their  terms,  and  pro- 
vides also  that  the  branches  shall  choose 
their  representaiives  upon  the  boanJ  for 
terms  of  three  years,  the  elections  in  the 
various  branches  being  so  arranged  that 
only  one-third  of  the  members  of  the 
board  can  go  out  of  o/lice  in  one  year. 
There  is  another  amendment  ofl'ered  by 
the  New  York  Bran(;h,  providing  "  that 
in  future  the  New  York  State  Branch 
shall  be  designated  as  the  '  American 
Poultry  Association  of  N.  Y.  State,'  or 
such  other  name  as  the  members  of  the 
American  Poultry  Association  in  annual 
meeting  assembled  may  select." 

Apparently  these  amendments  look  to- 
ward changing  the  status  of  the  branches 
to  meet  tlie  attitude  of  state  governments 
which  decline  to  "  recognize"  the  A.  P. 
A.  Of  course  the  A.  P.  A.  can  attempt 
anything  the  members  vote  to  attempt, 
(it  is  attemjitiiig  to  do  some  rather  absurd 
things  now),  but  itseenjs  to  me  doubtful 
wliether  such  measures  as  are  iiroposed 
wUl  accomplish  their  purjtose.    The  de- 


mand of  state  and  provincial  authorities 
seems  to  be  for  slate  and  provincial  or- 
ganizations independent  of  the  A.  I'.  A. 
The  question  that  must  finally  be  an- 
swered is  how- the  A.  P.  .\.  can  reorganize 
itself  to  meet  this  and  other  conditions. 
Tinkering  the  jiresent  constitution  may 
lead  to  more  comprehensive  action  later, 
but  it  is  hard  to  see  how  much  can  be 
done  while  some  of  the  mislit  features  are 
retained  in  the  organization. 


Forest  City  Fair. 

America's  leading  and  best  poultry 
judges  will  do  the  judging  in  the  poultry 
department  of  the  Forest  City  Fair,  ('leve- 
land,  Ohio,  (Grounds  North  Handall), 
which  will  be  held  six  days  and  nights 
the  week  of  August  L'^tli.  The  lucmiums 
offered  amount  to  §:i,00ii. 

Spratt's  Patent  will  coo|)  ami  fce<l  the 
show.  Tills  will  be  free  to  exhibitors. 
Entrantje  fee  on  single  birds  is  twenty- five 
cents  and  on  breeding  pens  is  fifty  cents. 

In  thirty-four  varieties,  the  premiums 
in  the  single  bird  classes  are:  First,  S3; 
second,  82;  third,  $1.  Breeding  pens: 
First,  $o;  second,  $:!;  third,  .S2. 

In  fifteen  varieties,  single  bird  cla.sses: 
First  premium,  $:;;  second,  fiP.SO.  Breed- 
ing pens:    First,  $4;  second,  §2 

In  forty-one  varieties,  single  bird  classes: 
First  premium,  .S:!;  second,  $1..')0. 

In  thirty-seven  varieties,  single  bird 
classes:    First  premium,  §2;  second,  $1. 

A  lilicral  classification  is  provided,  and 
lilicral  prcmium.s  are  oU'erod  in  the  other 
varieiie.H  of  poultry  as  well  as  pet  stock 
and  jiigeoiis.  'J'lii.s  will  be  ihe  biggest 
mid-summer  poultry  show  Ohio  has  ever 
seen.  Mr.  Shepard  Strong,  of  {'levtiland, 
Ohio,  a  well  known  and  experienced 
poultry  fancier,  will  have  charge  of  the 
show. 

A  postal  card  request  will  get  a  premium 
list.  Wriie  H.  .1.  Kline,  (ieneral  Man- 
ager, ln.50  Leader-News  Bldg.,  (Jleve- 
land,  Ohio. 


Lucky. 

"The  codfish,"  said  the  professor, 
"lays  considerably  more  than  a  million 
eggs." 

"  It  is  mighty  lucky  for  the  codfish  that 
she  doesn't  have  to  cackle  over  every 
egg,"  said  the  slii<leiiti  who  came  from 
a  farm. — Indianajiolis  .lournal. 


SENSATION 


and  RED  PRINCE  Strains  of  Rose  and  Single  Comb  Reds 

Prf>vp  their  •suoerioritv  at  Anierica'.s  leading  .show.s.  BO.STON,  1912,  l.st  and  2nd  cock;  l.st  hen;  2nd  pullet;  2nd  pen,  etc.,  etc.  Also 
niSPLAY  aiTS  00  etJP  for  cock,  hen,  cockerel,  pullcl  and  pen.  AT  PKOVIDKNCR,  1912,  won  STATE  CUP  for  fifth  successive 
.ear  a^lell  af  twenty  o^^^^^^^  including  three  firsts.    AT  NEW  YORK,  19I.^  1st  cockerel,  1st  pen,  etc.,  etc.    Also  DISPLAY. 


/We  yvant  it  distinctly  understood  that  WE  WON  DISPLAY  in  Rose  Cor 
V         and  not  Tompkins,  although  he  still  advertises  that  he  won  it. 


M  I  EGGS  now  half  price.  BARGAINS  in  Cocks  and  Breeding  Hens.  THE  GRANDEST  BUNCH  OF  YOUNGSTERS  we  ever  raLsed 
now  comhig  on  and  fit  to  win  at  any  .show.    Book  orders  at  once  for  early  Kail  and  Winter  Shows.    .Send  .stamp  for  Mating  and  Price  List. 

RED  FEATHER  FARM,  F.  W.  G.  Almy,  Prop.,  Box  67, Tiverton  4  Corners,  R.  I. 
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aa  discu.ssed  and  submitted  by 
advertisers.  Our  readers  will 
find  in  these  brief  mentions  of 
Bpecial  features,  of  claims  ad- 
vanced and  short  business  arj^n- 
ments,  mucii  information  of  a 
nature  wbicli  will  not  onlj'  add 
substantially  to  their  knowledge 
of  current  traile  happenings  and 
aflfairs,  but  may  help  materially 
to  decide  subsequent  buying 
problems. 


i  . 


The  E.  C.  Young  Box  Co.,  of  Ran- 
dolph, Mass., 

Wishes  to  announce  to  its  many  friends 
and  customers  that  they  have  secured 
from  the  maiiageinent  of  the  Second  In- 
ternational roullry  l'",xposition  450  feet  of 
floor  8[)ace  at  Young's  Million  Dollar  Pier, 
Allnntic  City,  where  they  will  have  an 
e.xhiljit  from  July  Ith  to  Sept.  1st  of  their 
entire  line  of  poultry  houses,  coops,  oat 
sprouters,  trap  nests,  etc.  Come  and  see 
them. 


Corn  Harvester. 


Mas  Given  Universal  Satisfaction  in 
E\  ery  State  in  the  Union. 

A  most  practical  corn  harvester  is  made 
by  the  New  Process  Manufacturing  Co. , 
of  Salina,  Kan.  It  will  do  almost  any- 
thing that  a  corn  binder  will  do,  and 
costs  only  a  fraction  as  much.  AVith  it  a 
man  can  cut  and  shock  from  four  to  six 
acres  a  day,  and  it  is  so  simple  in  con- 
struction and  operation  that  a  boy  can 
run  it.  It  has  been  sold  in  every  state  in 
the  Union,  and  has  given  universal  satis- 
faction. It  will  pay  for  itself  in  less  than 
one  season,  and  is  so  compact  and  well 
made  that  it  will  last  for  years. 

If  you  will  write  them,  mentioning 
this  |>aper,  they  will  send  you  full  par- 
ticulars. 


Fairest  Kind  of  an  Offer. 

The  oiler  made  by  the  Hancock  Inocn- 
latum  Co.,  Box  II,  Salem,  Va.,  elsewheie 
in  the  advertising  columns  of  this  num- 
ber, is  eminenlly  fair.  This  is  the  con- 
cern that  manufactures  and  has  freqneiuly 
demonstrated  the  wonderful  cfhcacy  oi 
the  well  known  preparation  "Oculuni" 
in  the  treatujent  of  white  diarrhea,  roup, 
cholera,  canker,  blackhead  and  gapes. 

The  "  (  K'ulum  ' '  people  are  offering  1" 
send  on  thirty  days  trial  a  50  cent  or  $1 
bottle  of  tlii.-^  sterling  remedy.  If  results 
are  entirely  satisfactory  the  recipient  pays 
for  the  goods  at  the  expiration  of  thai 
time — otherwise  not. 

Any  poultry  raiser  having  either  of  the 
troubles  above  mentioned  in  his  flock 
cannot  allbril  to  overlook  or  fail  to  take 
advantage  of  a  proposition  made  in  all 
good  faith  and  with  a  conliilence  based 
upon  what  "  Oculum  "  has  accomplished 
for  others  in  the  past. 


Selecting   Incubator  Equipment. 

Now  that  the  grand  rush  of  the  hatch- 
ing season  is  over,  ami  work  on  the  jilani 
has  a«snined  the  easy  routine  of  summer, 
(wultrymen  are  beginning  to  take  stock 
of  their  operations.  They  are  casting  u|) 
balances  of  the  past  six  months'  income 
and  outgo,  and  making  plans  for  next 
winter.  For  the  man  who  makes  a  real 
success  with  poultry  must  be  always  on  the 
outlook.  He  must  note  changes  in  prices 
and  market  conditions,  hnprovements  in 
methods  and  any  deterioration  of  his 
equipment.    He  should  plan  for  the  next 


year  with  his  eye  on  the  experiences  of 
the  past  season. 

One  of  the  first  and  most  important 
things  he  should  take  into  consideration 
—  this  progressive  poultryman  who  is 
seeking  to  expand  his  business  and  in- 
crease his  profits  — is  his  incubator.  His 
entire  of>eration  def>ends  on  his  hatching 
equipment,  and  no  part  of  his  |)lant  will 
repay  so  well  a  careful  and  thorough  in- 
vestigation. This  investigation  should  be 
made  with  the  records  of  the  past  season's 
hatches  at  hand,  and  any  faults  that 
appeared  should  be  rigidly  traced  back  to 
their  causes. 

Not  only  should  defects  be  scrutinized, 
but  the  general  cost  of  hatching.  In  this 
day  of  careful  management  and  cutting 
down  of  costs  at  every  stage,  there  is  one 
system  of  incubating  that  can  be  run  at  a 
minimum  of  expense.  This  is  the  famous 
Hall  Mammoth  Incubator  System. 

The  Hall  Mammoth  incubator  is  the 
ideal  hatching  ecjuipment.  It  is  built  on 
principles  that  are  sale  and  absolutely  re- 
liable. Its  fuel  cost  is  much  lower  than 
tliat  of  oil  machines  of  equal  capacity, 
and  its  large  hatches  of  strong,  healthy 
chicks  cause  it  to  be  the  most  profitable 
incubator  on  the  market. 

Now  is  the  time  for  the  poultryman  to 
plan  for  his  increased  capacity  next  year, 
or  to  replace  his  present  system,  if  it  has 
not  been  all  that  he  desires,  with  a  better 
and  more  efficient  one.  But  the  considera- 
tion of  the  new  installation  should  not  be 
delayed.  Now  is  the  time  to  begin  plan- 
ning for  many  reasons.  The  incubator 
concerns  will  be  rushed  during  the  late 
summer  months  and  the  early  fall,  and 
shipment  will  be  delayed  if  the  order  for 
equipment  is  put  oft  until  that  time. 
And  the  pur(  ha,«ing  of  incubating  ma- 
chinery snould  not  be  made  hurriedly, 
but  every  phase  of  the  situation  gone  into 
thoroughly. 

Every  poultryman  who  is  planning  any 
changes  whatever  in  his  hatching  equip- 
ment for  next  season  should  certainly 
secure  a  copy  of  the  Hall  Mammoth  Incu- 
bator Company's  Catalog  of  Incubators 
and  Brooding  Systems.  The  book  is  called 
a  catalog,  but  it  is  very  much  more  than 
this.  It  is,  in  fact,  a  thorough  and  mast 
authoritative  text  book  on  hatching  and 
raising  chicks.  It  is  written  by  men  who 
have  made  a  study  of  these  problems  for 
years,  and  who  are  thoroughly  conversant 
with  every  phase  of  the  poultry  business. 
These  authorities  discuss  the  problems  of 
heating,  regulation  of  temi)erature,  means 
and  methods  of  ventilating,  and  other 
important  questions  in  a  manner  that  is 
at  once  interesting  and  most  valuable. 
No  ponltryman.  whether  he  intends  to 


purchase  the  Hall  Mammoth  incubating 
equipment  or  not,  should  be  without  a 
copy  of  this  Vjook.  It  will  give  an  in- 
sight into  the  jirinciples  underlying  the 
poultry  business  that  means  bett<;r  meth- 
ods and  larger  profits. 

Write  the  Hall  people  for  a  copy  of 
their  catalog  today.  A  postal  will  bring 
it  to  you — a  handsome  I'^l-page  book,  filled 
witli  valuable  information  and  well  illus- 
trated with  diagrams  and  photographs. 
Address  the  Hall  Mammoth  Incubator 
Company,  Little  Falls,  New  York. 


Greater  New  York  Fair. 


Poultry  Events  in  August. 

tractions. 


Big  At- 


With  over  ten  million  people  within 
one  hour's  ride  of  Empire  City  Park,  New 
York,  the  poultry  events  schedule<l  for 
the  month  of  August  at  the  Greater  New 
York  Fair  and  Exposition  will  be  the 
most  important  events  of  their  kind  ever 
held  in  the  I'nited  States.  The  Greater 
New  York  Fair  Shows  open  the  season. 
A  big  list  of  cash,  regular  and  special 
prizes,  uniform  cooping,  special  poultry 
building,  .America's  foremost  judges;  and 
everything  down  to  the  minute.  Breed- 
ers cannot  afford  to  miss  this  show.  Every 
exhibitor  allowed  to  place  cards  and  ad- 
vertising matter  on  coops  the  moment  the 
birds  are  caged  for  the  show.  Our  judges 
are  professionals  in  their  line  of  work, 
and  their  integrity  is  not  to  be  ques- 
tioned. The  best  bird  only  wins  at  the 
Greater  New  York  Fair  and  P^xposition. 
Following  are  the  events  that  have  been 
announced : 

Poultry  Show,  August  4  —  9.  Entries 

close  July  20th. 
Pigeon  Show,  August  11  — 16.  Entries 

close  July  27th. 
Bantam  Show,  August  IS — 23.  Entries 

close  August  oih. 
Pet  Stock  Show-,  August  25— ?>0.  Entries 

close  August  12ih. 
Send  today  for  premium  lists  and  entry 
l:)lanks. 

John  A.  Murkix,  Supt.  Poultry, 
Greater  New  York  Fair  and  Exposition. 
Heidelberg  Building, 
New  York  City,  N.  Y. 


Like  a  Thief  at  Night. 


Speaking  of  the  night  working  red  mite. 
He'll  be  here  again  with  the  good  old 
summer  time.  No  doubt  about  that,  and 
he  should  receive  a  warm  reception.  The 
idea  is  all  tno  prevalent  that  a  few  lice  on 


JULY 


chickens  is  nothing  to  worry  over  —  that 
it's  natural  for  them  to  have  lice.  We 
fail  to  realize  that  while  only  a  few  lice 
may  fx;  found  when  the  fowls  are  ex- 
amined by  day,  there  are  countle.?s  thou- 
sands hidden  away  in  cracks  and  cran- 
nies that,  like  true  beasts  of  prey,  hunt 
their  game  at  night. 

Their  insidious  attack  not  only  prevents 
the  hen  from  obtaining  proper  rest,  but 
saps  its  l)lood,   strength,  and  vitality. 

There  is  only  one  solution  to  the  problem 
and  only  one.  The  lice  and  mites  must 
t»e  conquered  and  afjsolutely  eradicated, 
then  the  improvement  will  come,  and 
with  it  profit. 

There  is  a  remedy  known  for  thirty- 
seven  years  that  gives  results  lasting  at 
least  for  a  year,  and  often  much  more. 
This  is  Avenarius  Carbolineum,  which  is 
also  used  ae  a  wood  preserving  paint  or 
stain.  It  is  a  thin  nut  brown  freely  flow- 
ing oil  that  can  be  applied  with  a  brush 
like  paint  or  by  spraying. 

An  application  of  Avenarius  Carbo- 
lineum to  the  inside  woodwork  of  a  hen 
house  insures  absolute  freedom  from  ver- 
min for  a  year.  It  is  not  volatile,  nor 
poisonous,  nor  in  any  way  dangerous  to 
handle;  the  odor  is  tarry,  hut  not  un- 
pleasant. Wherever  it  is  applie<I  to  the 
wood  it  quickly  penetrates  and  stays 
where  put.  It  makes  conditions  so  ob- 
noxious and  unlivable  for  vermin  that 
none  can  or  will  remain  in  the  l)uilding. 
As  Mr.  F.  W.  Warner  so  aptly  put  it: 
"Wherever  Carbolineum  is  applied  it  sets 
a 'deadline'  against  all  vermin."  Mr. 
Geo.  A.  Cosgrove,  «(  Connecticut,  names 
it  the  "Invincible  Ptemedy." 

Besides  being  the  most  efiedive  vermi- 
cide, Avenarius  Carbolineum  makt-s  a 
splendid  out-side  paint  for  poultry  build- 
ings, colony  houses,  posts  and  boards  or 
ranges  and  runways,  sheds,  barns,  gar- 
ages, fences.  It  is  a  positive  protection 
against  rot.  The  material  should  be  ap- 
plied on  all  timbers  underneath  Moors, 
porches,  platforms,  or  on  wood  buried  or 
lying  on  the  ground  where  rot  conditions 
are  most  severe. 

As  a  silo  paint  it  is  unequaled,  and  is 
used  more  extensively  for  this  purpose 
than  any  other  material  sold.  Shingles 
dipped  or  brush  treated  will  last  twice  as 
long  as  untreated  ones.  Posts  dipped  or 
painted  for  feet  of  their  butt  will  last 
double  their  natural  life.  The  moderate 
cost  is  about  two  cents  per  post.  A  40- 
page  bulletin  (No.  :>>)  explaining  the 
sundry  uses,  is  mailed  free  on  request  by 
Carbolineum  Co. .  188  Franklin  St. ,  New 
York.  N.  Y. 


"Display  of  cups  and  over  400  ribbons  made  by  Owen  Farms,  Vineyard  Haven,  Mass.,  at  New  York  and  Boston  last 
winter.  These  cups  and  ribbons  were  won  at  Nashville,  Memjiliis,  Atlanta,  Augusta  and  Chicago  last  fall  and  early  winter. 
Thi,^  display  shows  what  the  wonderful  early  birds  Owen  Farms  grew  last  year  did  at  five  of  the  largest  shows  in  the  country 
against  all  comers.  As  is  well  known,  Maurice  F.  Delano  is  now  the  sole  owner  of  Oweu  Farms  flocks  and  business,  and  Mr. 
Delano  has  even  more  early  birds  coming  on  this  year  and  can  sell  birds  that  will  be  ready  and  win  for  hia  customers  at. 
any  show  in  the  country." 


To  say,  when  writing  advertisers,  "SAW  AD.  IN  FARM-POULTRY,"  will  benefit  you  — please  them  — and  help  us, 


